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MECARTHY HAS
CHANGE FOR LIFE

Companions Killed in
West End Fire.

Firemen Buried Under Timbers
at 348-357 Gambridge St.

Origin of Fatal Blaze Will
Be Investigated.

Chiistmas this year will be a sad one
in the Boston Fire Department because
of the untimely death early vesterday
morning of hosemen Charles Willett and
Dennis A. Walsh and the serious in-
jury of hoseman Willlam J. McCarthy,
all of Engine 10, West End, who were
crushed beneath the falling roof and
three floors while working at a fire in
the six-story brick building at 349-357
Cambridge st, West End

Although the name of McCarthy is on
the dangerous list at the Haymarket-sq
Relief Hospital it was sald there last
night t1hat there is a chance of his re-
covery. He is suffering from a crushed
Lody and from shock.

Capt Cornelius J. O’Brier. and hose-
man Edward F. McCarthy, also of En-
gine 10, recenned injuries, but after
medical attendance at the scene 5f the
fire they returned to duty. William J.
Connell, chauffeur of Aerial Truck 8,
fell from the truck to the street and
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received 2 severe scalp wound and a
sheht concussion of the brain. After
treatment at the Rehef Hospital he went
to his home at 7 Moscley st, Dorchester.
The tire is rezarded as most suspl-
cious by Chief Teter . McDonough.
Crhicers of the State Police and the
Ruston Police Department aie investi-
gaung its cause.

Property Loss $25,000.

The fire broke out shortiy after 3
o'clock and three alarms were sounded.
Tt completely gutted the building and
the money damage is estimated at $25,-

" The building was the scene of a se-
rious fire on ‘Nov 24, last year, following
which changes were ordered hy Building
Commissioner O'Hearn, and it is within
a ghort distance of a block i which four
persons lost therr lives a few years ago.
Many recommendations for changes in
the building were made recently by
Acting Dist Chief Iines, including a
sprinkler system and more fire escapes,
but none of the changes had been made
by the owner of the building. The
owner is Neil MeNeil, a Dorchester
builder and a member of the  State
House Commission.

The bullding was occupied bv the
Glenbrook Wine Company on the first
floor, and on the’ upper floors by the
Parazon Paint Compans, Massachusetts
Thread Works, National Rubber Cloth-
mg Company and the Boston Metal
Company All these suffered  heavy
damages except the Glenbrooiks Wine
Company, whose premiges were un-
touched by ftire but were damaged by
water.

At the time of the fatalities Chief JMec-
Donough was just about to order all the
tiremen from the building hecause of its
reported dangerous condition. The fire
was practically out at the time. Under
the leadership of Capt O'Brien the
members of Engine 10 were at work on
the thitd floor when they heard a queer
creaking  sound above them. Capt
O'Brien, who has been a firefighter for
25 yeats, realized the sound meant dan-
rer. He shouted to his men to get out.

Make Dash for Safe‘y.

Capt <"Brien, with hosemen George
. Smith, George F. Dovle, Edward F.
McCarshy and John V. Ney, ran toward
the front of the building, while Walch,
Willett and William J. MeCarthy start-
ed for winaows at the rear of the build-
mg. Befere the three last named could
reach safetv, however, the falling mass

o1 roo” ~nd Nloors crashed down on them
and earrred them through with 1t to the
<econd floor. - .

mdinz that the three men were not
with hun when he got out Capt O'Brien
1ushed hadk to where the collapse oc-
cirred and shouted for the men, but did
not zet an answer He r1eported ta Chiet
MeDonoush and other men immediately
rushed inte the buddine. Ieaded hy
fhe wtens of terial Trueks S and 17 the
rescuers went to work, but it was fullv
two hours before the three men were
reached under the ruins.

Several doctors arined with pulmotors
treated the men even bhefore they were
eatricated and Rev Dennis lLanch of
oncord adminstered the last rites of
the Catholic Church to the men.

McCarthy was the first reached. He
was conscious and displaved utmaost
heraism and he directed his brother fire-
men to rescue his comrades “‘Dennie™
and “Charlie” ahead ot him. MeCarthy
was taken to the Relief Hospital, con-
~tcious and suffering intense agony, and
Willett was rushed in anather ambu-
jance to the Massacnusetts General
Hospital  He was decdlared dead on
reachins ‘there

1t was not until an hour later, at 7:20,
that the body of Walsh was tahen from
the rums and doctors «tated that he
Liad then been dead some time.

Willett was on house patrol when
the alarm from box 1356 sounded in the
house of Engine 10. It had been rung
in by patrolmnan O'Hara of the Joy-st
station in front of the Evans louse, at
the corner of Cambrnidre and Charles 3is
and adjoimming the burned buikiing. On
another side of thie burned building are
two-story frame buildings, the one near-
est the hurned building being conducted
as a lodzing house and 13 lodgzers rushed
from 11, scantily clad, when the fire oe-
gan to rage.

On reaching the fire members of the
department had fears for the Evans
House. but the guests themselves did
not pay much heed to the fire. A F.
Griffin, one of the guests, reported that
he had seen the fire from the Evans
House. About the time he decided to
run down stairs, he sald, to pull the
alarm he saw _a dark-bearded man leave
the building that was afire Griffin was
auestioned by the police, who later told
Chiet McDonoughk that the man was
yjoshing.” Griffin’s story, however, as
well as that of Lieut Thomas J. Ijnes
of Ladder 24, the first company to reach
the fire, that when he entered the build-
ing the tire showed on the fifth floor
and within the next mnute he saw
tlames two stories beneath him, are be-
ing investigated by the ity and State
Police

A general order will be issued today
otficially announcing the death of the
two firemen in the Fire Department.
The Christmas tree celebration of the
Box 52 Associationy planged to be held

lest nizht, was canceled as a mark of
respect to the dead firemen.

Widows Will Receive $3000 Each.

Hosemen Walsh and Willett, as well
as McCarthy, each have three children
and the two first named leave wives
The famihes of the dead men will eacn
receive i death benefit of §2000 fiom the
Fnemen's Mutual Relief Assocuition, of
whiech the men were members, the wid-
ows will each receive $1000 nrom the
fund set astde by the Commonswealth
for disburgsement under the «itection of
the trustees of the JMassachusetts sState
Fitemen's Association, each widow will
aleo recenne & pension of 00 a4 year
from the city of Beston, and they will
eachr receive §IM0 from the so-ca:led
“Ball Fund * of the Boston tiremen. Tae
fiuntlies also will recemve weekly pax-
ments from the Charitable Association
ot the Fire Departinent and each child
of their famthes under 16 will Le paid
a weekly sum, through the mother as
suardian,

A special fund for the widows and
children of firemun Walsh and Willett
was started vesterday by Dr John Mix-
well of West Cedar st._Dr Dixwell. who
knows many of the IWest IEnd ftiremen
well and who was terv friendiy with
Walsh and Willett, walked mnto the
house of Engine 1) vesterdayv afternoon
and as a basis for a fubhd, to which he
#a1d he hoped others would contribute,
he left a $10 bilL

Both Experienced Firemen.

[foseman Dennts 5. Walsh ot Lingine
Company 19 was born in Ireland aboit
32 years ago, the son of Mr and Mis
Dennis Walsh, now of East Boston.
Dennis came to this country whie a
child and attended the KEast Boston
schools. )

Iie was appointed a niember of the
Iire Department Sept 3, 1419, and as-
~igned to Engine 10. Mt Vernon st, West
End. where he remaihed on duty for
mo:e than two rears e was then
iransferred to Engine Company 11 1n
Ilast Roston, and fromm there he was
transferred back to the Mt Vernon-st
Engine Houge about two years ago.

Abou: i ht years agoe he was mar-
ried o Miss Mary Rerxnolds of Charless
town. They lived in East Boston, at 447
Frankfoit st, for a few years, and last
June the: removed to 100 Regent st,
Roxhury. Mr Walch leaves a wife and
three small children: Mary, azed 6
Bentrice, aged 1, and Dotothy, aged 2.
Tie 2lso i sursited by his parents and
four sistors, Mrs John Fellcter and Mrs
John Simpson, both of East Boston;
Mrs James P, Curran of Roxbury and
Miss Heler Walsh, vho makes her home
with ler 1arents.

The frrerid of hoseman Walsh will
take place on Fridav morning at 8:15,
follow2d Ly o solemn high mass of re-
muiem at St Joseph’s Church, on Cir-
cuit st id o’vloci. He will be ac-
corded a fireman’s funeral and a large
escort of men will he selected tomorrow
by Deprty Chief Daniel Sennott.

Hoseman Charles € Willett had been
1* the Fite Department since May 3, 1t
Fer years he was located in South Bos-
ton, later wa: attached to Chemtcal 3,
and last \\ugust was transferred to En-
i'ne 10

Willett leaves a wife and three chil-
dren, May Willett, aged 18; Florence,
sgea 7, and Charles .ir, aged ¢ Mr Wil-
lett's mother is Mrs Helen Mackev, who
lives at 450 Cambridee «t, Allston, nesr
tiie home of her sor». Miss Flotence Wil
lett, sister of fireman Willett, is A vaude-
ville actress.

Hosemun William ! McCarthy, vwho
vias sertously ingured, i the son of Mr
amd Mrs John T. McCarthy of Nonutn
Boston. His home is at 58 East #th st, |
Sovuth Boston.
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