Onc of the Oldest in the
City of Boston.

—t.

Historie Edifics on Meeting Honge
Hill in Dorchester.

Four Firemen Injured at
Duty's Post.

€

Defective Furnace Flue Was
Probable Canse,

]}IEBtrlll.‘.ﬂl]]l of a Gloucester
Teehouse,

The old First church of Dorcheater
was destroyed by flre early yesterday
morning, and four firemen were hurt
in trylng to save the historle edifles,
Tha building belonged to the Flrat (Unl-
tarian) parish of Boston, the oldest
church organization In the efty, and
wag dtgelf the oldest church edlfice in
Dorchester. The men hurt were Capt

CHURCH BURNED.

WFTER THE BPINE OF THB ﬂHURﬂH:I‘EhT.-.

of the combinatlon wagon 1, Joe Hoyt

of engina 20, and John Grvin of Jadder

4, who wers thrown from ladders and

gitruck by falllng timbers,

1t i belleved that a defective furnace

flue wns the caude of tha fire, which
waod naot dlecovered until 6.60, whon flra-

man Fruen of lndder 7 and inspector

Neal of the West End road saw the

pmoke and fames burating through tho

roof, Ladder 7 18 connected with an-
glna 17, which la very near the church

—rlght across the gtreet, In fact. Box
16 was at once pulled in, and the men

of englnes 17, 18 and 21 and ladder 7

soon found thot the old chureh was In

& bad way, and a sscond alarm wos
. pulled in about T o'cloel:.
| Tt was not long after the pecond alarm
| when Distrlet Chief Gaylord arrived,
| and he ordered a third alarm at once.
| The apparatus then present was en-y
| gines 16, 20 and 2¢ and ladder 6, and en-
| gines 12, 19 and 43 and lndder 4.

I~ At first 1t seema Tather strange that
tha flre should get such headwuy whila
! tha house of engine 17 waa only abont
| 100 feat away and & man on duty all
| the time. But this {s accounted for by
| the faot that the church was tightly
| closed in every part, and the fire, which
| sterted in the front vestlbule, had fllled
. the gntire Inside of the bullding, and
| gained & tremendous headway before
 the slizhtest cutward sign was shown.
The moment that the firsat opening
| was maeds great volumes of smoke
poured out, as If the blaze hed been
|xain1ng- for a helf-hour, The fre
| seemed to have burned lts way through
the fipor of the vestibule, completely de-
| stroying that part of the church, and to
have gone o long way toward destroy-
| ing the whola front of the Inside of the
| ehureh before there was enough smoke
| escaping to indleats to any ona that
| the church was afira at all

The Aremen sald it was & protty hot
| nest they got into, when they mads tho

first break, The flames at once ghot out
-fnrough the fromt of the church over
. {he door, and then climbed around the
| pese. of tho ateepls, and out through
the roaf just back of the steeple.

In 10 minutes nfter the alarm sound-
ed, or about 7 o'clock I;hl.'n.gg ware be-
ginning to Le precty lively, but the old
clock on the steeple kept r'ight. on with
Its duty end struck tha hour of T. It
wis tha lagt time it had A chance to
strike, for just a.few minutes before 3
the steaple fell.

Firat asslstant chief Regon of Boaton
arrived mbout 7.30, and he practically
hed control of the fire. By that tima
the church was blazing fiercely from
front to rear, and eome of Lhe timbers
wera beginning to fall. It waa about
this tlme that four of the firemen wera
guite prinfully hurt.

A number of the men were statloned
near the epatern coping, where the fite
wng pretty hot, and when the coplng
fell it struck the ladders on which they
wara at work.

All the men hurt were taken to thelr
homes in the vielnlly and physlclans
pummaoned, Cept Elanchard was guite
badly brulged albout the face, and hls
back was hurt a [ttle. . o8 Hoyt had
hia wrist broken, and his leg was badly
brulsed. Lisut Rlddler wes thrown
from the second story off a laddar; and
beslde wrenching his back hle nose is
probably broken. It I8 a wonder hae
wag not killed, as he was thrown face
dewnward upan the pavement, and
maneged to save himself by catohin
on hls hands a little. Gavln had his
baek hurt by the timbers.

There were three furnaces in tha
church, two in {he rear, near the vestry
bullding, and o large furnace in the
front end of the church, under the ves-
tlhule and organ. So [ar 48 Anvone can
tell, the fire sinrted from an over-hent-
gd flue of the furnace in tha front part
of the churcsh. The firs eaught the dry
tlmber In that vicinity, and burned very
quickly ihrough the floor, and at once |
worked [ts way round near the organ, |

leriog.

and up to the roof over the organ gal-



It dldn't taks very long for the 't-m;-l
{ongre and the pastor, ﬁe\r E. Rz.uﬂhlp- \
| am, to arriva on the Bcene, &nd- they

id all they could to help ths Aremen.
| Judge Churchill of the municipal court

and Walter Fox, both membera of the
| chureh, wha arrived quite early, made
i quite a herole rescua, ey mensged to
dave the old elock on the Inalda of the
chureh, which was presented to the con-
gregation years BEo b%( Oov dardner,
The judge supported & ladder and Wal-
tar ®x chopped out the elock,. He
barely gat It, for the fire was so hot
thon he souldn’t have remained at the
placa o half minute longar.

‘The rocorda of this old chureh wearae
deposited In a nﬂpfer ball at the top of
the stesple, directly under the wathar
vane, Ingterd of in the corner stone,
These recorde will be Baved, for the fire-
men kept Lhe fire from I.H_:ln up tha
steeple, so that it burned o aE the base
and fell into the church. It was notlced
afterward that the top of the steepls
and the copper ball contalnlng the rec-
Dl:gﬁ Wg‘l‘ﬂ-tﬂl} right. ¢ a ab

e vesiry was not damopge fira
at mll, and the doamage to it by g\ratar

the planos and.all the ohaira and banch-
ed nf the wvestry were saved, and many
of the oighioned seats In tha rear of tha

too hot for the men to go Inslda,

Mr Miller, the sexton, was partleular-
1y careful about the furnaces whan ha
left the church nt 130 p m Bunday.
He even took pains to look all around
the lues and furnaces to aﬂ?a that ewv-

furnaces are vary old ones, but no one
altaches blame to Mr Miller.

Jt scems that the church has been
afire twico before, it in & very all%l‘lt.
way, Tho housg im!m].' gituated on the
hill 1t was a little difficuit to get enough
walor pressura at thoe fira yestardoy,
espacially when the man ware trying te
put out the fire in the steeple.

The chwrch was surrcunded eon all
sldes by Achoolhipuses, Across the way
on last st 18 tha Lyceum hall school, n
wooden structure, and for some time ft
was protected yealerday, na the sparks
wera  {Ivin that way. No partion
of the huilding cdught, however, Tha
other bulldings about the ghurch are the
old  Mathar school, the mnew] Mather
achionl and o amall primary school bulid-

ne,

The “all out" slarm wae scunded at
1240 p m. Al the walls are left stand-
Ing, and the galleries do not appear to
be burned very much.

‘LIST OF INBURANONE.

Ageregate 535,000, on Building, Organ,
Carpots, Clocks and Upholstery.
The correct and complote st of In-
suranca on the IMrst parish chureh,
Darchester, destroyed by fira yesterday,
te pa followa., It covers specifically tha

milding, organ, carpets, clocks and up-
i| holstery. It nggrega!,taa £36, 000,

ON CHURCH AND VESTRY

Springheld fire nnd maring comm; . §2,500
I.rrnrfm]. Landon knd Gloho IJ:I'ID{ pemas o 100
Horfolk mutunl of Dedham  cesssvssvsss  L0MH
E;:Lh]am mumal. u{ Dedbnm . }%
eliesicr milunl comMPRIF  ssesessreer | o
Dactlle lesorapes compaiy of New York . 2000
Providence Washington of Rhode Talaod, 8,000
Natieoal Inencance company of Hartford 3,000
London nsanranca corporAtion —esssaans  HT00
Taoulx of London ., ceeves - 4000
Heottish Dolon snd Natlonal 2,000

TotA]  envanasdomsosnmnn mes oo me - §20,850

will not amount to a’ %mt deal, - Both |

church wera saved before lfl"linrlIu fira got

erything was In good condition. Tha |

ON ORGAN

} 08 piune, Biverpaol, Londen nnd Giate.,

Springfeld Are ANE MASIOD  o.vvcensaien  $A00
Faclfie Insurnnes company of New  Yorie o0
Providence Waslilngton of Rhode Teland. 1]
Notlonn] of Hartford  ..ovivenanas vevew DD
Loilon EsUCanee COPPEFBLEn o seasiag ann
1henle of Lomdot oo veisomsssmamenny 1,00
Seottlsh Unlon and Nutlonel  seeeee . 1,000
O wemessnvmnsres vaes e e §4,200
oy TWo CLOCKSH

Phenlx of Tondol ... vivsamanes G0N0
| Eneinanera re and marine Lnnnes WO
Toka] sovvuscnsasnnunrpmns [Ty T
on nulwla;.;:r; and enrpets, ]]n‘i'l'n"ton of #a00

Boskon ...... ,
410




