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Fire Department Official, Noted For His Bravery,
~ Passed Away This Mommg in Hospltal
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Chlef Edward McDonough of District
4, Boston Flre Department, well known
a8 one of the most corageous and pop-
ular heads in the fire fighting forces,
dled at 10 o’clock this morning at 8
Elizabeth's Hospltal, Brighton. ‘Ed-
die,” as he was known throughout the
city, entered the hospltal March 22 to
undergo treatment for ulcers- of the
atomaql\. An operation was performed
by Dr Wiliam ¥. Dolan and the pa-
tlent was apparently progressing rap-
idly towards recovery until compilea-
catlons set In. Sunday, Fire Com-
missloner Theodors A. Glynn pald him
a visit and at that. time Chief Mec-
Donough was seemingly gaining. Yes-
terday he began to fall and his ebbing
strength was not sufficlent to rally him
through the crisls of the early morn-
Ing hours of today.

Famed for Bravery

“mddie” McDonough was a real fire-
man and knew how to act in emergen-
cles and as a result gained considerable
fame for his meritorious acts of brav-
ery. His efficlency and his self-control
in dire moments wers characteristics
that enabled him to rise quickly from
the rankas. *

On- July 27, 1880, Chjef McDgnough, |

-lotis6f: the youngest district chlefs ever
nppolnted to the Boston Fire Depart-
gap {5, was. born in the West- End. His

ther, . thé’1dte Ex-Chlef Peter F. Me-
.’Dunough, was & proud daddy, but prob-
ably never dreamed that his first born
would follow so closely in his footsteps,
becoming one of the most noted fire
fighters that the city had ever had.
When only a lad of 15, “Eddle” was
driver of the chief’'s wagon. He knew
norses and he knew fires and his -ex-
perience, that proved such a great asset
to the department and the "buainess
‘1irms of Boston. was gained by earnest
efforts and long years of hard fighting
and close scrutlny of fires.

T Hm-

Promoted Rapidiy

Feb 6, 1303, when he was but 22 years
of age, Chlef McDonough became &
| permanent member of the department.
March 27, 1914, he became ald to the
chief, and three years later, Auvg 10,
1617, he was made a lieutenant. Three
more years, Jan T, 1921, saw him ap-
‘pointed & captain,  with thres more
years to walt, Feb 1, 1924, before being
made a district chlef.

Practically all of Chief McDonough's
life In the department was spent in the
so-called high-pressure district of ‘the
downtown section. For a number of
years he was captain of Engine 6 and
wis a-great favorite with his. men. i
.. One of the mobt - wonderful . resdues
et'-- in the history of' the Boston Pire De:
e pd.rtment ls \credited no Dhlet Med
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DISTRICT CHIEF EDWARD McDDNOUGﬂ
Of the Flre Department

Donough. This plece of work was Der-
formed after a dozen men wére pulled
from the cellar of a tenement house at
Jasper pl, in the North End, when they
attempted to carry out the unconsclous
form of John McPhee, a hoseman on
Engine 8.

The crews on Eigine 8 and Ladder 1,
were called to Jasper pl, about 3 o'clock
on morning during February, 1923, from
another fire a short dlstanco away.
The fire was burning In old wood and
rupbish- for seme  time and- ag ithe
emall cellar. windows were banked with
ano, .4l -ithe oXygen was socon burned
out of the air and the place heavily
oharged with carbon monoxide gas.

With the failure of the mem on: the
two first companies in to get Phee
out after he had been missed, Deputy
Chief Shallow ordered an alard’

unded. Englne 4, e first company

n on the .alarm agtempted to effoct
a rescue, but thelr efforts were In vain,
and as Engine 6, which was under *‘he
command of the then Capt McDonoush,
a call was sent out for gas maskas.

p—
Crawled Around Cellar ]

-No masgks were carried on this wagon,
but Capt McDonough was ordered Into
the cellar to get McPhee. Capt Me-
Donough backed down the cellar stairs,
crawled around the cellar with hie face
cloge to the floor, located the body of
‘McPhee and started to drag it towards
the  stalrs.

As he reached the stalrs, feeling him-
gelf passing out, he called for assist.
ance, He got: the body part way up
- the &tairs and agalp yelled, with the
result that hoseman .Holland of Engine
8 crawled part way down and-got a
hold on “McPhee's_collar, -

As he- pulled, McPhee's head Wecame
‘jammed in a turn on the stalrs and
it was Impossible- for it to be moved{
up. McDonoush pulled the body- out,!
‘heard "Holland " say, -"'Capt I'm .gone,*,
and then, passed .out” himself.. Ho: had
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d|to his father, who was chlef of the
ie [Boston Fire Department. Ho had just
W | gtepped to the street to report condl-
it | tions to the chlef when crles of people

sr| The sight of & man, who later proved
et |to be J. J. Collins, a riding Instructor,

-——

to- | iames In the halls and stalrways. They

-

I- dropped. they Would not see him.
1

e Brought Man to Safety

MCDONOUGH DEA
.aL!d;vh-ﬁ' others above’ sucodeded in

gettlyg o hold on McPhee they pulled
both men out apparently lifeless. :

DISTRIGT

Seventh District, but then cfmtnin of

der I, who attempted to’ get Mo-
ee before the arrival of Engine 8,
was laying lfeleps on the ktrcet as
the other two bodles were lald beslde
him. The three were taken to the Re-
llef Hosplal, whers it was hours be-

them back.

“When this pleco of work was called
to the attention of Mayor Curley that
day, he asked If such work -otcagioned
any surprise, as it did not surpyise him
baing done by a son of the Hite Chief
Poter F. MoDonough, one of .the best
chiefs the Boston Iire IXépprtment
ever hac. LR
He further sald that the -actlon of
Mayor Peters In promoting Chlef Petor
E. Walsh from the rank of district
chiet to that of chlef o fdepartment,
HWOR gomething that he approved, be-
cause by so doing a precedent was es-
tablished that was to be followed In
the casg of “Eddie” McDonough be-
fore his present term expired and no
criticism could follow.
At the fire In the Hote] Lenox on
Feb' 19, 1917, Chief McDonough per-
formed an act that put his name on,
the rol] of merit. At this time, he was
a Meutenant and was acting as ald

standing about caused both to look up
af the bullding. :

bhanging from a sheet lowered from an
upper window startled them: Collins
was swingmng baclkk and forth in the
§5-mile gale thgt was blowing-and many
turned their heads so that when he

The elder MecDomnough turned to his
son and sald, “Get him, Eddle.”

Without the least thought of his own
gafety, Eddle ran through the dodr of
the hotal, following® the line of the En-
gine 10 crew, who were battllng thae

fore the doctors succeeded In bringing ?“'

Herolsm No Surprise to Curley {Cn

John J. Kelley, now- chlef of the Dl‘
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‘el- | tried to stop him, but Eddie kept going !
ds, | until he reached the floor ypear where |-

ges | Collins was hanging. The long run and
the | dense smoke nearly caused him to col-
am | Japse, but he staggered to an open win-
in- | dow and lucklly found that he was only
set |a short distance from his man. He

et | safety. :
el | On May 27, 1801, while acting as driver
aT¥ | gor his father, who was then district
%% [ chiet of the North and Fgst Ends, he
sed | mnde. a “sensational stop of the run-
7e8: | gwpy horge of Chlet Cheswell. THo
Lone‘ horse was gbout to dash Into’a orowd
of people, when Eddle brought him to

B R

_|reached Collins and brought him fo

a standstill. :

1.| ohlef through Chaflestown on Feb 6,

and | 1916, Chiet MoDonough jumped-from ‘the

in| car and-stopped the horaes of Chemical

arly| 8. whioh had bolted. and dhshed-down

worn | the streét.

; “his. mother,’ Mria: Mary L.
MoDénough; two sisters, ‘Migsea ‘Lo-

ratta and Florenice MoDonough, a school«
teacher, and two brothers, Lisut Frank
McDonough of Tower: 1, and  Willlam

McDonough, an instructor In ‘the Bher-
wood School. - A !

While driving the automobile -of ‘the

. Arrangements for the funeral are be-|'

ing made and will take blace from his
home, 87 Holey st, Charlestown. |

The news pf the death of Dist- Chlef
MoDonough was received by nls host og
frlends thloughout the entlre city.and|
in the Fire Department with expres-
sions of deeD regret and sorrow. -

s T

COMMISSIONER PAYS HIGH
* " TRIBUTE TO MCDONOUGH'

When Informed of the death of Dis-
trict Chief Edward McDonough, ‘Fire
Commissioner Glynn was - visibly
shogked. After checking up thejinforma-
tidn he I1ssued a statement In which he
pald high tribute to the officer. )

The commissioner said: ‘“The death
of Chief Edward McDonough 18 a great
shock to me. He was one of the young-
est district chlefs in the Boston Fire
Department, and was an example of
what & young man can accomplish by
applicatlion and devotion to duty. He
inherited his taste for fire duty from
his late father, a former chief of the
Boston Fire Department. By.appica-
tlon to duty and study, Chlef McDon-
ough passed through the varicus ranlks
in the Boston Fire Department at ages
which were unprecedented in the hlalorg
of tha depanment. e wng dppalnte
as a chlef’s driver In October, 1885, when
he was-only 16 vears of age, at a time
when ali chlef officers had qrivers who
were not members of the depArtment.
As Boon a8 he reached the age [Imit he
was appointed 1o -tha deparuments on
Feb 6, 1903, On March 27, 1914% hd Swis
apyolnted aid tp chlef of department;
to hisutenant, August 10, 1917; to taptain,
January 7, 1921, and to district chlef on
Feb 1, 1924, - &

“Hlg, record in the Boston Fire De-
yaMinent was a glorious one, marked
with act8 of meritorious conduct and a
strict sense of the duty of i fireman.
Among many other commendations he
was placed on the roll of honor of the
Boston Fire Department for an unalded
rescye of a man at the Hotel Lenox fire
on b 10, 1817. At thls fire Chlef Me-
DonEu h, then a lleutenant, c¢limbed

throligh heat and smoke, on the inside
of the bullding, to the 10th floor, and
rescued a citizen who was trying to get
from floor to floor, on the outslde of
the bullding, by ameans of an improvised
lifeline conslating of bed sheets tled to-
gether. At the elme of the rescue the
ather. At the time of the rescue the
5001'. holding the sheets, In an ex-

3| hausted condition and rﬁmiy to give up,
7 | when rescued -by Lieut McDonough,

a| wAfter a thorough Investipation by a.
. | board of offlcers of the Fire Depart-
f}! ment, Chlef McDonough’s name was
1] placed on the roll of honor. This act

fitustrates the- character of the wman,
and is significant of his career as a
falthful servant of the city of Bosion.

He was faithful to a_trist, a splendid .
and well-respected officer, o thorough .

student of fire fighting and fire preven-
tlon He enjoyed the.confidence of his
superiors and love of those under him.
1 .deepiy regret hls passing and feel

'that the Boston Fire Department has

lost a valuable member.” -

Fire Commissioner Glynn stated that
Bs BoOn as arrangements for the funeral
were announced .the Boston Flre De-
partment would plan itg tribute- to

Chief McDonough in “accordance with

the wishes of his famlily.:

John R. Murphy Expresses Sympathy

Former Commlgsioner John R. Mur-
phy this afternoon expressed much
sympathy when he heard the news of
McDonough's death, saying: “During
my Jast administrition, when Eddle Me-
Donough was alde to his father ,the
chlef of department, I ha don. oppar-
tunity of learning exactly what Xkind
of a man ha was, both personally and
as a flreman, and can say that he was
of the highest type. A deep student of
fire fighting and one of the best in the
profession.” -

Ex-Chief Peter E. Walsh gald: “As
captain of Ladder 2, Engines 28-35 and
Engine. 8, under my command, Chief
McDonough proved himself an able and
efficient fireman, both mentally and
physically.” A deep student of fire fights

{ing and an obedlent officer. ¥l Joss

<

will ba ong greatly felt by the -Boston
Fire Department.” S
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