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THE ELEVENTH FIRE DISTRICT

Extends From the Newton Line on the West of Brighton to the Cottage Farm Bridge on the East, the Chazles
River Being Its Northern Boundary—Brighton Guarded by Three Engines, One Chemical and Ladder

Eleven—DPersonnel of the Fire-Fighting Force, and the Long, Hard Service of Some of the Men.

’]‘ HE 11th TFire District comprises
all that part of Boston known
as Brighton, extending from the

Newton line on the west to thcz Cot-

tage Farm Bridge on the east. The

Charles River forms its northern

boundary and separates it from ‘Wator-

town and Cambridge. On the south and
east Its boundary llines are those of

Brookline. This territory covers ‘Ward

25 and includes Fayeuil. Aberdeen and

Allston. It is completely isolated from

Boston except for the narrow strip of

land between Commonwealth av and

thé Charles River. The great reser-
voir at Chestnut Hill marks Its ex-
treme southern point, and the Charles

River Reservation just beyond the

Stadlum in Soldlers Fleld marks its ex-
treme northern point,

Brighton is guarded by five pleces of
fire apparatus quartered in three sta-
tions, vlz: Engine 41 and Chemical §;
Engine 29 and Ladder 11, and Engine 34
These stations are-admirably placed to
guard this extensive terrltory.

The abbatoir and stock yard ‘fires
are peculiar to this district, and have
more than once called apparatus from
the central part of the city and so dis-
tant and isolated is this district from
.the c¢ity proper that for some of the city
apparatus the most direet route Hes
through Cambridge, leaving the city by
the .West Boston bridge, continuing In
almost a straight llne to Central 8q,
Cambridge, and thence to Brighton by
the Western-av bridge.

In addition to the great,area covered
by the abbatolr, cattle and stockyards
bulldings, the fire hazard of this dis-
trict lies in the immense freight yards
and railroad repair shops,. the round-
house of which is said to be the larg-
est in the world, 'There are also sev-
eral lumber yards and coal pockets and
a vast residentlal territory in which
three-apartment wooden houses pre-
dominate. There are also many large
seminaries and schools, The fire hazard
fs high, and Ire Commissioner Daly
is now at work on the plans for a
much-needed fire statlon in Oak sq.
When constructed, this house will con-
tain & double company. It will bring
the protection of this district up to the
standard ,which its rapid expansion has
long demanded. .

The 11th District is under the com-
mand of* District Chief John E. Madi-
son, He entered the fire force Jan 18,
1889, and aftsr service with Chemical
2 was promoted Meutenant to that busy
company, Jan 25, 18%.' He afterward
served with Engines 24, 2§ and 3%, and
was promoted captain of Engines 26
and 85, March 29, 1501,

1t was while he had command of this
busy double company at -the Ilead-
quarters house on Mason st that he
made his reputatlon as a leading fire
fighter, and he was goon made acting
chief of the b6th Fire District. Sept 5,
1910, ho was promoted district chief and
agsigned to the 1ith District, where he
has since remained,

During his 22 years of hard fire ser(-
jce Dist Chief Madison has worked
at most of Boston's biggest fires, and
has several times been severely hurt.
At one theatrg fire his leg was broken,
and he apgain received severe injuries
at the great fire of Thanksgiving Day,
1889, He was again badly hurt at the
burning of the Masonic Temple Build-
ing, Sept 4, 1896. His worst injuries
were received IFeb 9, 1910, at the burn-
ing of the Thomas Surgical Supply
‘Warehouse on Boylston st, where he
was overcome by smoke and the fumes
of acid while leading ims company into
the heart of the bullding. The cor-
rosive fumes of the acld badly affected
hig® lungs, and it was a long time be-
fore he recovered from its offects.

Dist Chief Madison makes his head-
quarters at the house occupjed by
Engine 41 and Chemical Engine ¢ on
Harvard av, Allston. His driver and
telegrapher is James W. McKlinney.

Capt Gustavus H. Nichols commands
Engine 41, He entered the department
Oct 17, 188%, and after service with
Ladders 8, 13, sand Engine 17 was
promoted leutenapt of Engine 17 in
1897, and captaln of Engine 41, April
9, 1909, He was a driver and tiller-
man and served with the first aerial
truck that Boston tried., This primi-
tive contrivance was by no means a
howling 'success, and the flremen ay-
signed to it breathed much more free-
Jy when it was superseded by improved
types 2* aerlal ladders, .

One of the 'most thrilling experiences
Capt Nichols recalls :occurred at the
burning of one of Boston's largest gun
slores when Deputy Grady, the late
Chlet Kgan and ladderman Hutchinson
brought the powder out barely in time
to avert an explosion. Enging 41 re-
sponds to all alarms in Brighton and
comes into town on third or greater
alarms. :

Lieut Joseph W. Shes of Engina 4l
joined the department Fob 6, 1903, and
after wservice with Engines 22, 29, 3
and ladder 11 was made lleutenant ot
Engine 41 8ept 18, 1010. The engineers
of 41 pra John B. MoKay and Joseph

M. Ferrelra. The drivers are Bernard
F, McNamara and Edward McNamara
Jr. The hosemen are Joseph W. Brown,
Frederick R, Brophy, Francis . Camp-
bell and B, Turley. Thé senior hoseman
Is George C. Swift, a firoman since
July 30, 1880.

Assistant Engineer Joseph M. Ferrelra
Is well known for the courage he dis-
played when, with Licut “Jack” Kelley,
he stayed on Engine 4 when the team
bolted and dashed down one of the
steepest inclines on Beacon Hill. Both
men displaved admirable presence of
mind, driver Kelly handling the rib-
bons with great sklll and Ferreira
sounding the engine whistle to warn
people in the strcets below. By their
clever work they brought the engine to
a standstill without recelving a secratch.

Chemical Engine 6, quartered with
Engine 41, is one of the home guards,
and responds to alarms only in Brigh-
ton. This company is under command
of Lieut Philip G. Flynn, who has been
a fireman since Jan 26, 1886, After
service with Engine 26 and Chemical 2,
he was promoted leutenant Aug 26,
1896. ¥e has been In command of
Chemical 6 since July 29, 1808. The
hoseman js John J. McLane, and the
driver, George A. Newhall, a member
of the force Since May 1, 1874, a serv-
ice record equaled by few men in the
Boston depgrtment.

Engine 34, stationed on Western av,
is under the command of Capt Thomas
H, Weltch, whose service record s also
one of the Jongest in the Boston De-
partment. He entered the department
Aug 1, 1873, as call man to Hose 8§,
and was made permanent June 1, 1874
Ha afterward served with the busy
companies of Chemical Engines 1, 2, 3
and Engine 26, and was promoted lipu-
tenant January, 1896, and captain of
Engine 34 June 23, 1904.

Capt Weltch was one of the original
committee and one of the hardest work-~
ers of the volunteers whose work final-
1y resulted in getting for the'firemen
the splendid moniment and the lot in
Forest Hills Cemeotery.

Lieut Charles A. Fernald of Engin2
31 entered the department Feb 1, 1836,
and after service with Engines 26, 25 and
41 and Ladders 4 and 11 was promoted
lieutenant Sept 16, 1910. He is the son
of the late Distrlct Chief George C.
Fernald and for many years was known
as one of Boston's most expert reins-
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men, While driving the fine teams of
Engine 26 he became known to every-
one in the businegs districts of Boston.
The engineers of 3 are Philip Car-
rigan and Frank J. Lynch., 'The hose-
men and drivers are Thomas F. Mul-
doon, John J. Riley, J. L. Geary, Frank
B. Cook, James McHugh and Willlam
J. Dolan.

Engineer Philip Carrigan has heen a
member of the force since May 18, 1891,
and has had some remarkable expevi-
ences At the burning of the Hecht
bullding, Jan 10, 183, he was buried
beneath the wall that killed reporter
“Joa'* Barker of the Transeript. Chief
of Department John A. Mullen was left
clinging to the top of the only part of
the wall that remained standing, though
even that was tottering and lkely at
any moment to fall. Chlef Mullen was
rescued by a ladder company and at
once turned to the work of rescuing the
rest of his company. Engineer Car-
rigan could not have heen found if
Chief Mullen had not remembered just
where he had been standing when the
wallg fell.

Chief Mullen crawled in among the
tottering ruing, and after much search-
ing found and brought out the missing
man., BEngineer Carrigan 'was badly
crushed and bears across his face some
of the scars of the ifijuries which kept
him confined to the hospital and at
home for more than six months. Engine
3t does duty in Brighton, Cambridge
and Watertown and on third or great-
er alarms comes into the city :proper.

Engine 29 and .Ladder 11 otcupy the
same house on Chestnut Hill av. Capt
John 8. Cleverly commands Engine 29.
He s another long-service man. He
was born in Quin¢y July 30, 1851, and
worked at cabinetmaking till he be-
came a fireman. He became o call sub-
stitute to Engine 2 in August, 1879, and
was appointed call man to Hose Com-
pany 12, May 8, 18%, IIe was made a
permanent member of the flre force
and assigned to Ladder 3, Teb 25, 1886.
He afterward served with Chemlical §
and Engine 15, was promoted liqutenant
Feb 10, 1893, and assigned to Ladder
15, and has had command of a company
since Nov 12, 1897. o has several times
been hurt, his most serious injuries
belng those received by a fall from a
ladder at a fire on Albany st, Sept 26,
1886. He is the acting chief of this dis-
trict, and assumes command in the ab-
sence of District Chief Madison.

Lieut Thomas J. Kiley of Englne 29
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has been a flreman sinee May 18, 1891,
He has served with Ladders 11, 12, 17
and Engine 41, He was promoted leu-
tenant of his present company Jan 4,
1907 He was struck and badly hurt
by a falling cable while asslsting in the
rescue of Chief Egan when the latter
tried to escape from the burning build-
ing acioss an overhead wire at the
great Lincoln-st fire. Lleut Kiley was
agaln severely hurt and buint In the
hot air explosion a few years ago at
the big hotel fire on Washington st The
engineers of 23 are Joscph H. Clemens
and J. J. Ryan. The hosemen and drive
ers are Frederick J. Crogy, John L.
Crimlisk, M. C Peorell, Austin G.
Durham, John Bowen and Edward F.
Carroll. This company has had but
three other captains since it was or-
sanized, in 1874 One of them, Charles
H. Champney, was a brother of the
artist of that name. Engine 2 leaves
Brighton only on speclal cally, but has
worked at fires in Newton, Watertown
and Cambridge,

Ladder 11, stationed with Engine 29,

iz a heavy truck carrying 379 feet of
ladders and two chemical tanks. It Ig
the only truck in Brighton and is a
home guard. It is commanded by Licut
Patrick J. Laftey, who has heen a fire-
man since April 17, 1896. He has been
a Heutenant since Sept 29, 1905. All his
service has been on ladder trucks, and
much of it with the hustling ladder
company, 17, on Ilarrison av. Fe is
justly regarded as an exper! In that
Hne of work. The senior man is Joseph
I, McManus. The laddermen and driv-
ers are ‘Willlam J. Xane, ladward F.
Featherston, William .}, Dungan,
George H, Acres, John-II. Sullivan, Jo-
seph L. Bannon and John J. Driscoll.
* Though little ‘ias been said of the
fire }mzurd of Brighton, Fire Commis-
slonér Daly has been quietly working to
strengthen its protection by extending
the pipe lines for hydrant service wn the
most hazardous localities, and by bring-
ing to perfection the‘system of ‘mutual
aid between Brighton and the several
districts, not a part of Boston,'which
surround it. The new double eompany
will bring the protection of this district
up to’what it 'should be, but in the
meantime It is’ obvious that the mutual
aid system is the most JDbractical plan on
which to work, for 1t 1s’doubtful wheth-
er any Boston engine outside this dis-
trict could iesch the hazardous parts
of it in less than half an houy.
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