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BOSTON LOSES
ONE ENGINE

What City’s Firemen
Did in Chelsea.

Ch'ef Mullen Takes Gharge of
Tneir Part in Fight.

Used 14 Engines, Fireboat
and Two Trucks.

Fourteen land engines, the fireboat
and two ladder trucks of the Boston
fire department answered Chelsea's ap-
peal for ussistance yesterday, many
pleces of apparatus being on their way
to Chelsea several minutes before ad-
ditional alarms from a Boston box
were recorded at the fire alarm oflice ~n
Bristol st The city lost one of its
sleamers. L.

Chief John A. Mullen did thé assign~
ing of the apparatus to the Chelsea
fire and arranged for ‘‘covering’’. the
Boston districts temporarlly left un-
protected. Fire Commissioner Parker
left the Cisposilion of the apparatus en-
tirely in the hands of the chief. and
tlie latter had more than a dozen en-
sines started for Chelsea before the
sourth alaim. 1

On the alarm from box 638, the Bos-
ton  box sounded, engine § from
Marjon st East Boston, and engine 36
trom Monument st, Charlestown. went
to Chelsea without any additional or-
ders from headquarters, .At the same
time District Chiet John W. Godbold
of the East Boston battallon started
for Chelsea, and until the arrival of
Chief Mullen he had charge of the
Boston apparatus.

Chief Mullen arranged to have engine
11"and ladder 21 from Saratoga st, East
Boston, and engine- 27 from Elm 'st,
Charlestown, answer the second call
{rom Chelsea. and they started at 11:36,
when the second alurm was registered.
Engine 6, Leverett st, and engine 29,
Congress st, were ordered to Chelsea at
11:48, and seven minutes later engines
6, Mason st: 8, Salem st; 10, River st,
and.33, Boylston st, were notified by tel-
ephone to respond. It was about noon
that Commissioner Parker and Chief
Mullen left this city for Chelsea, and
they remained in that city directing the
HBoaton men untl the alarms began to
come in from the lower end of East
Boston, when they left for there.

In the meantime engines 9 and 40 from
East Boston had gone to Chelsea. When
the first call from box 654 in East Bos-

ton came in, engine 15 from South Bos-
ton and 4 from Bulfinch st answered.

Apparatus in Chelsea.

By 1 o'clock engines 6, 7, & 9, 10, 11,
15, 26, 27, &3, 36, 39, 40 and 44, the latter
a fire boat, and ladders 21 and 22 were
working at Chelsea

No difficulty was found in connecting
with the hydrants as the universal
couplings used tit any hydrant. The
Boston firemen worked energetically,
every company being located where the
fire was the hottest, this being especfal-
1v so of engine 16's men, who lost tnejr
engine in the fire. Old “Rellef G was
the engine that 15's crew was using
and which they were forced to abandon.
Later in the day the crew of company
15 were placed to work on old ‘Rellet
F,* which was ordered to East Boston
Irom the department repair shop.

‘While the dozen or more engines were
directing thelr fight against thé flames
in Chelsea glong toward 2:30 the appa-
ratus which was ‘“‘covering'” in kast
Boston received a serfes of calls. Chem-~
feal engine 7 and ladder 2 had not left
the district, and when the first ca..
came from box 64 they were in quar-
ters and responded, being followed by
engines 4 and 15.

In the afternoon about 50 fires were
extinguished In the fourth section of
East Boston. The burning material
from the fire in Chelsea, blown across
the creek by the strong wind, endan-
gered many resldences and the firemen
who were left to guard East Boston
had their hands full.

In the afternoon when the fire spread
to Hast Boston and got a firm hold, the
firemen, in that district were pressed to
the limit. Engine 4 of Bulfinch and en~

e 15's crew with old “Relief F,”
quickly reached the fire in the Standard
ofl plant.

Work In East Boston.

Other companies pressed into service
at Past Boston were engines 3, 7, 11, 22,
23, 37 and 45 Before the fire in the oll
plant geveral of these companies were

stationed at hvdrants and flushed hun-
dreds of buildings.

The firemen held the oil plant fire so
well that aholit 10 o'clock Chief Mullen
ordered soveral companies back to
quarters, leaving engines 4 and 15 work-
inz in front of the plant, while engine
37 was stationed nearby. An hour later
16 was sent home.

At midnight detalls of fresh men re-
lieved the ones who had been working
at the ofl factory for about five hours.

Engine 15, which lost its rellef ma-
chine at Chelsea, and which resumed
work later in East Boston with another
spare engine. {s the company that went
to Brockton three years ago in charge
of Capt John O. Taber, and at the rea-
cent Portland fire was about to start
for the Maine clity when the request
for assistance was recalled.

\While the apparatus in Chelsea was
fighting the flames and the different
companies stationed in East Boston
were battling with a serles of fires; the
companfes that did not leave the city
wers having their troubles. Roxes from
Dorchester, Koxbury, South Boston and
the West End wera received, two
alarms being received from one Rox-
bury box.

At fire headquarters it was stated
that every piece of apparatus in the
city maved except the water towers.

Engine 44, the fireboat, was Kkept an
the move constantly from the time the
fire spread to the water front in Chel-
ste.

Fire Commissioner Parker remained
}n East Boston until about 9 last even-
nx.

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



