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JUINIGR DEPUTY GHIEF
PETER F. IPDONOUGH

Tmportant District in His
Charge.

His Record $face_Joining the Fire
Departrient Years Age.

UNIOR DEPUTY CHIEF PETER
‘.E ¥, McD)INOUGH has charge of
the sccoid of the two alvislops
{nte which th: fire districts of Boston
are divided. This territory includes
districts 7. 8 8 10, 11, 12 and 14, and is
guarded by an effective fighting force
of seven district chiefs and 468 officers
and men, 23 englnes, 14 ladder trucks,
eight chemical engines, one water tower
and the spare apparatus of the depart-
ment.
The line diw]dinf’ this division from

TETER F.

MceDONOUGH,

the first runs acrosgs Fort Polnt chan-
nel, Broadway extension, Pleasant st,
Columbus av, Park sq, Boylston and
Arlington sts to the Charles river. In
other directtons itz boundary llnes are
those of the clty limits, and fnclude
Roxbury, Dorcheater, West Roxbury,
the Back Bay and Brighton.

Ir this division Jics the best residen-
tial and better-built part of the city,
but it elgo includes the hiazardous lume-
tar-yard distriets which were the scene
of the “Albany-st Are” of last smmmer.

1lhe second deputy chief makes hilg
herdquartergs nt the house of ladder
company 4, .Dudley at, a for more sat~
isfactory location than are thoue of the
houscs In which he has gerved, Provi-
ous to his present appoiutment Deputy
MceDeonough has always been stationed
downtown in thae bustest house§ of the
4th aigmtrict. In s 23 years downtown
he has probably seen mors inside fire-
,figkting than any other mun in the

gervice, Contrary to general impres-
sion tha downtown district chiefs are
right on the “firlng lne,” as were
Ueputy MeDonougin and Chief Egan o
few moments befora the latter went
down to death with the falling floors
of tne Merrimac-st building in 1493,

The department record of the second
leputy {8 an Interesting one. Born in
the North nd Aug 15, 1857, Entered
fire department July 21, 1883 and was as-
signed to ladder 8. In October of same
year he was made permanent and was
transferred to ladder 1 Jan 1, 1834, Pro-
moted lleutenunt and assigned to en-
gine 26, August, 1837. Transferred to
engine 6, February, 1885. Promoted cap-
tain and assigned to engine 10, August,
1888. Transferred to engine 8, Septem-
ber, 1830. Promoted district chief and
assigned to last Boston In June, 1854
Transterred to charge of fourth district,.
November, 1834, Promoted deputy chlef
and assigned to the second division,
March., 1906

Knowing Deputy Chief McDonough's
record and reputation as a leader where
hard inslde fire fighting has been fre-
quent, one 1s surprised to learn that
before entering the department he was
a clerk. Ho is a typlcal fire fighter, a
“driver” the men call him, but a “driv-
er’” who I8 always with his men and
always appreciative of the men who
are dolng the work. His stern expe-
rience has stamped him wihth its im-
press.

The few who are familiar with him
can always arousc hig Miterest Ly re-
minding him of the rescue he once
made, when after groping through suf-
focating volumes of smoke he led to
safety a man and his wife. Just able
to gasp, tho woman whispered: *“‘Afy
baby! My bahy!" and swooned away.
Bauck for the baby went the stuidy fire
fighter, while kindly nands ied husbana
and wife to the street. When, nearly
suffocated, the hero siaggered out with
the baby—a dear litile npoadle dog—he
wa< painfully surpilsed to learn that

‘s pair of heroes were being showered

with congratulations for having res-
cucd the man and hiy wife,

Whether or not that ineldent influ-
enced his judgment, It is a fact that
though for many Vears he wag chief of
the most hazardous tenement honse
district, where fires were many, he sel-
doem recommended anyoue In partienlar
for savirg life. Thit may seem pecullur
to those who (0 not understand the
facts of the casze, but thlg course’is
founded on justice and common gense
and nas 1ecehved the tndorsement of
the really senslble leaders of fre fight-
ers in Ameries, and particulsrly of
thoue In Boston.
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