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F MULLEN RESIGNS

AND QUITS JOB AT ONCE

Takes Early Action So That Cole May
Pass on Pension Application.

EX-OHIEF JOHN A, MULLEN,

Stirred by
Quincy House
Alarms Just as
He Retires, But
Stays at Home
With Family.

McDonough’s Appointment as Chief
Looked Upon as Certain.

John A. Mullen ceased to be chtef of
the Boston Fire Department at 8 o’clock
last night. He declded to ap~'y for re~
tirement yesterday morning after a con-
ference with Fire Commissioner Cole.
The situation that had been created by

the “selection of Deputy “Chief Grady -

to succeed Fire Commissioner Cole was
more than he could endure, he sald.

It had been his intention to retire
from active service in the Autumn, but
the naming of Grady for a position that
would make him his superior impelled
the chief to bring his department career
to a close at once. Hp sald it would be
humiliating for him to serve under
Grady and that he would not think of
delaying his resignation so that Grady
as Fire Commissioner would have the
authority to approve his pension ap-
plication.

Statement of the Chlef.
Chief Mullen’s statement, announcing
hig retirement, was as follows:

Having served 40 years in the serv-
ice of the Boston Fire Department,
entering it quite a young man and
having given the best years of my
lite to its service, I now leave it
through no wish of my own, but
through circumstances over which I
have no control.

I have had the honor to serve un-
der all Fire Commissloners since the
reorganization of the department in
1878, and in so far as I know I have
had the confidence and good wishes
of them all, most of them having
passed beyond the shadow. My re-
lations with the present commis-
sic .er, Charles H Cole, who is also
severing his connections with the

department, durlng the past two
years have been of such high order
that ft will be a pleasant memory,
in coming years, to look back upon
them.

-t has also been .privil t
have servad under the 1'a$e fd?:‘é:teg“
chlefs, John S. Damrell, William A.
Gruen, Louls F', Webber and William
T. Cheswell, all of whom were a
credit and an honor to the city they
served so well. Men of strong char-
acter—brave and honorable—it was
an honor to have served with them
and gain from them the experience
which hag assisted me in my dutles
as the executive head of the depart-
ment.

Prafses the Department.

I leave the department with my
best wishes to the officers and mem-
bers who have so ably and herole-
ally agsisted in helping me to sus-
tain the good name of the depart-
ment of which I had the honor of
being at the head for the last eight
years.

I have had reason at timeas to deal
harshly with a few, but it was for
their own Interest, as well as for the
godéd of the service, and it was al-
ways with the best Intentlon of
bringing them to a reallzation of
the duties required of them.

Boston’s Fire Department, with ita
large number of men and ity exact-
ing problems, stands second to none
in this or any other country for dis-
cipline and action when required. It
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is my earnest prayer that it will
always rematin 8o and that, no mat-
ter what changes occur from time to
time, the same generous support
accorded me will always be glven.

1t is with pleasure that 1 can say
that I have not had a general alarm
durlng my career as the fire-fighting
head, owing to the promptness and
active cooperation gf its members,
and, congidering the dangers of their
calling, the members have been free
from 10s8 of life, but two, Capt Pat-
rck Lanegan of Ladder 13 and
Joseph A Hackett of the same com-
pany, both lkilled by falling walls,
and of whom there Were none more
gentlemanly or braver.

Bids McDonough Farewell.

The retirement of the chief was not
unexpected, but few members of the
department knew he had retired untfl
after he had departed from his head-

quarters on Mason st. In less than an
hour after he had told Commissioner
Cole that he did not wish to remain
longer and had applied for ietirement
the pictures wete stripped from the
wail and the contents of his desk were
removed and he was on his way to the
house of Engine 22 on Warien av to say
tfarewell to Junior Deputy Chiet Peter
F. McDonough

As these two gray-haired veterans of
the service were parting tears were’In
thelr eyes Mullen said, “I am going,
Peter You will be the boss after &
o'clock I don’t wish to go, but 1 do
not teel that I should stay.”

The chief then stepped into his ma-
chine and drove to his home at 471 East
4th st, South Boston.

Stirred by Quincy House Alarm,

A few minutes after his retirement
took effect the first alarm sounded for
the Quincy House fire.

“That is Acting Chief McDonough’'s
first call; he will take that fire, as he
is temporarily in command owing to the
fact that Senior Deputy Chief Grady is
on a day off,” he said.

Within a few minutes the second and
third alarms were registered on the tap-
per and he sprang from his chair. He
had foigotten for a moment that he was
no longer chief, and was prepared to
answer the call to duty.

“N®: I am not the boss any longer I
don’t have to respond any more, do 1?”
he said, addressing his wife and chil-
dren ‘‘No, yvou can stay with us now,
Johmw?’ replied the wife

“I would like to go down there, but
they don't need me. I will soon be for-
gotten.”

It was apparent that it was with diffl-
culty that the chief 1estrained himself
from going in town. ‘

“It seems strange that the city should
be visited by an extra-alarm fire at the
moment my pension was taking effect,”
said the chief. His curiosity got the
lLetter of him and he finally called up
Fire Headgquarters to learn where the
fire was,

To Fight for Higher Pension.

Ex-Chief Multen safd his pensfon will
be $22950 a year. He applied for retire-
ment under the Act of 1913, which says
that any member of the force 8 years
old, who has seen not less than 25 years
of service, shall upon his own petitlon
be granted a pensipn The law {s man-
datory.

Though Mayor Curley has announced
the reduction’ of salaries of all’the offi-
¢izls of the Flre Department, Ex-Chlef
Mullen nsists that his pension will be
#2930 and not $2000, as Fire Commissioner
Cole has not yet been officially in-
formed of the reductions. Chief Mullen
said that he would fight to a finish any
rlan to prevent him from getting the
iarger pension His salary was to be
reduced to $4000 from $§4500.

Commissioner Cole did not wish to
comment on the retirement of Chief
Mullen, but intimated ihat he would
have something to say later.

Grady Would Not Have interfered.

Senlor Deputy Chief Grady was on a
day off. He learned from a reporter of
the pensioning of Mullen.

He said he was surpriged FHe sald
that should he be qualitied as Fire Com-~
missioner and had Chief DMlullen re-
malined in office he never would have
interfered with him., The deputy sald
he held no ennuty for Muilen. He also

dectared that he did not wish to be the
chief of the department and that the
tethring of Mullen would make no
change in hfs plans
At 8 o'clock this morning he wil 1ge
port for guty and become acting chief
Tomorrow Fhe Commissioner Cole's
resignation takes effect and some other
d‘epdrtment head, probably Ilection
Commissioner John M Minton, wili bs
made temporary head of the depart.
ment  pending  the  confitmation of
Grady by the Clvil Service Commlission,
Should Grady be qualified, the auty
of naming a chief and two deputy
chiefs and making other promotions
will be his, That Deputy Chief Me.
Donough will be numed us chief of the
department s looked upon as u cer.
tainty, Idxaminations will have to bs
held before the other positions can be
filled, Already various qistrict chiefs
?re‘ preparing to pass a satisfactory
est,

Known Throughout Country,

Ex-Chief Mullen had o Natlonal repus
tation. He had represented the city at
conventions of the International Asso.
clutlon.or Fire Lngineers held in many
large cities. Firemen throughout the
country regarded him as an able leaadr,

He was born in thia city June 2, 1851,
He was employed as an jron molder and
ran to fires as a volunteer when he was
i his teens  He officlally became con-
nected with the department June 12, 1874,
being assigned to Engine 15, Dorches-
ter av.

Whén given permangnt appointment
May 8, 1876, he was sent to E

Sngine &,
Northampton st. He was dilver of that
company several

vears and peiformed
hose duty beslde, The board on Aug},
1881, advanced him to captain, skipping
a lleutenancy, u#nd placed him in com-
mand of Engine 15, '
Four years later he was made chiet
of the South Boston district and com-
manded there 16 years, remaining even
after s advancement to the grade of
second assistant chief in 1607, In {901
he was named as agsistant to Chiet
Cheswell While he was assistant chief
he handled many large fires,

Met Opposition as Chief.

Muilen became chief Feb 23, 1008 He
says hig real troubles sturted then His
appointment was not welcome to some
and he was obliged to struggle to ie.
tain the place,

Ex-Chief Mullen has lived in Sauth
Boston more than 30 years. lHe has three
daughters, a son, John A Jr, formerly
Dartmouth bagket-ball captan, and n
sister-in-law also ig one of the famly
circle

The ex-chlef 18 a member of several
social and fraternal bodies  Though
he has many warm fricuds, «ll his
spaie time was spent with his family,
Hisz Summer hony is it Ouset

e said that he would miss the daily
routine that he has followed so long.
“Aly friends will upprove the aectlon I
bave taken,” he sald It fs haud, but
it had to bhe done ™

Ex-Chlef Mullen has been piesident of
the Massachusetts State Flremen's As-
saciation, the  Maasnchusatts  Fire
Chiefs' Club and atiter orgamzationy of
firemen

TWO PREVIOUS CASES. ‘

Fire Chief Green and Police Lieut
Burley Made Commissioners.

The naming by Mayor Cutley of Dep-
uty Chief Grady to be Fire Commission-
er has raised the question whether there
have been previous instances of 1en
belng selected from the depattment for
fire or police commissionerships 1t hps
happened once In each depa:tment tnat
a man has been elevated from ‘n vf-
Hicer to be commissioner; but in both
instances It wns when there was &
triple-head commissfon (natead of &
single commigsioner.

In 1582 Mayor Gpéen appolnted Een-
jamin O Burley," a lleutenant of the
Police Department, to be the thltd com-
missioner to serve with Dr Thomas L.
Jenks and Gen Nathanlel Wales

In 1884 Willam A. Green, chief of the
Fire Department, succeeded Edward A,
White whose term had expired, ag ccm-
missioner He waa succeeded by Richard
H. Tobin.
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