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THREE FIREMAN ARE
HONORED AT BALL

Medals for Valor Given Ladderman
Leary and Licut Cond‘on—Roll
of Merit for Licut Bowers

LIEUT CARL 8. BOWERS,
Ald to Chict; Itoll of Merlt Man,

Despite the odd trick of fute by which
several fAres broke out simultanecousty
{n the city proper while & conflagration
tn Chelsea became so0 alarning that nid !
was summoned from Boston—on the
night of the annual “Fircinen’s Ball"—
tho 44th unnual dimco of the Boston Fire
and Protective Departments, held In
Mechanic's Dullding last night with an|

attendance of more thitn 20,000 persons,
proved an cven grenter success than,
usual.

JOHN J. LEARY,
Aadder 1, Awarded Joho E. Flisgerald Medal

far Vnilar.

"he excellent orciestral concert ren=
(lgrlt:g In Exhibition tull from § until 9
o m was follnwed by u snappy drill,
nfter which the grand march, led by
Licut 1o, J. Dobratz, tluor marshal of
the da) formally opened the real
festivities,

Tremendous interest was felt In the
uwardlng of the “John 1, Fitzgerald
medal,” glven for the most meritorious
act performed durlpe the past year hy
any member of the Borton Fire Depart-
ment, and of the “Walter Scott medal
for valor,” which ranks a close second
to the IFitzgeralit medal.

The “John B, Fitzgerald medal’ went
to tadderman John . Leary of Ladder
Company 1 for the fyllowing reason:

Ladderman Lea';;'-s‘Herolc Act

“At 8:02 p m, June 8 11, an alarm
was sounded from bux 1215 far a five in
tive-story bullding aut 0 Hanover st,
and to which fire, among cther com-
anles, Ladder Company 1 responded,
jpon  thelr arrival they  found tae
bullding charked with gas and smoke.
A Ta-toot ladder was rawed by this
compuny to the roof, and iadderman
Leary was asstgned to dseend in order
to afford proper ventilativa.

“After performing this duiy he began
hiy dekcaont, but upon renchingg the Gfth-
floor balcony fire escape he found a
woman and three children trapped there-
on, there belng no posstble avenue of
escape, due {o the fact that thera were
no stairs leading to the toary belaw,

“Ladderman Leary then swurg trom
the side of the ladder to the halzeny
firc-escape in the hape of assisting theso
persons to the roof from within, but
thix was a hopeless task, due to the
idensity of the smoke,  In the meantime,
Fowetver, o W-foot ladder was volsed to
this balcony, over which ludder three
members of the department ascended,

“Ladderman Leary mounted the rails
ing of the baleopy, leaned and caugot
on to the ladder, climbed to u tirm posi-
tion, sccurcd hig leg over rung of lad-

LIEUT DENNIS M. CONDON,
Lsgine 3, Awarded \Walter Scolt dedal for
‘Valor,

der, and then leansd ovar the spar of
the ladder in the Qdirection of the bal-
conv fire cscape,

“He reached down and rece'ved from
the arms of the three assisting menhees
who were on, the balcony a child 3
months old, aid brought her safely 'to
the roof.  Ladderman Leary revoited
this act three thnes until he rad of-
fected the rescue of Mrs Mary Marotta,
Loulsa Murotta, Mary Ristagno and
Joseph Rlistupgni,

“Due to his exertion at this time,
ladderman  Leary was rendered  sick
and weak for u numier of hours '

Lieut Condon's Bravery

The Walter Scott Medal for Valor was
awarded 10 Llcut Donnia M, Condon of°
Engine Compuny 5, because, on July
30 last, during u fire at 81 Prince i,
he rescued, an _oecupant of the fourth
floor, who, unitble te withstand the fire
and smoke within, let himself out of the
wirdow, grasped the ledge and walted
in that unnﬁcroua posttion until assist

o,

anee arrive

Grasping the situallon at once, the
command.ng officer of Ladder 1 or-
dered o ladder rajsed to the fourth story
of the house, and assigned Lieut Dennis
M. Condon, who was at that time Lad-
derman Condon of Ladder Company No.
« to ascend the ladder and remmove tha

n. Anthony Capo, from his hazurdous
posstion, for the man  was growlng
wenker and weaker each minute.

In  has  ascent  luddermon  Condon
realized the seriousness of the situation,
and just as he reached the fourth story,
Mr Capo, his strensth now at low ebb,
lest bz hold and fell into the wrms
of Ladderman Condon, who caught him
and carried him safely to the street.

Mr Capo weighed about 3 pounds,
and a move wrongly mads would have
resulted in death for hoth.

The distinction of the “roll of merit”
was conferred upon Lieut Carl 8.
Howers, ald to Chlef of Deparument,
for hlg action during the ceremonies |
of the Druin-tlead Election of the An-
cient and tlonerable Artillery Company
of Masgachusotts on the Comtnon on
June & lust, when' six horsey attached
to a gun limber took fright at the re-
vort of the gun anlute and dashed down
the Churler-st Mall and across Boyl-
ston st,

The Chief of tha Department's car,
with Lieut Uowers drving, was pro-
eneding ezst on DBoylston =t, near Park
sq, #nd the Chief, sens'ng the danger
to the pedestriuns, ordered the car
stopped,  whereupon  Lieut Bowery
umped from the car, swung to the

ridly of the front *off" horse, and
clung to it until the frightened animnlxs
were gulded aeross Boylston st und
were Lrought to a standstill.

‘The thmely nct of Lieut Kowers saved
the lives of many people and nlso pree
vented serious injury to wany, aside
from vpreventing the destruction of
many mnotor vehleles,

. Avslsting Licut Dobratz ag floor mar-
shal at the ball were Capt 8, A, Me-
Donnell and J, J. Hixging, while Lieut
G J Baumeister served as chief of
afdy, the large group of which import-
ant_furctionarles was headed by Capt
G. 11, Hutchings, N

Fire Commissioner T. A, Glynn headed
the reception commitiee, the other mom-.
bers which were Chlef of Depurte
ment J. Q. Taher, H. E, Thompson,
superintendent of the protective depart-
went; Dist Chief C. A, Donohoe, Cant
L. C. Stickle, J. J. Gallagher, D. J, Cad-
lxan, J. I, Good, Licut J. W. 8hea, D, J,
Looney, 8. 1. King, H. J. McNealy und
J. J. Regan,

Tieut  Dobreatz, the flnor marshal,
Iended the general conlinlttve in charge
of Lhe ball, .
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