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7 A 1o scarch the entire place. One of the
“ |N mambers ot the company remembered
’ ‘) ;h:u Layhe bad sard a few minutes

» setore the disaster that he was gomng

1o hed und should be called about i
SE R“IN o'clock,
This  information led the rescuers

toward the engineer's bunkroom and
:xtu:rdhoms of work, every bh.l of which
was done in the most careful manner,
George La,yhe GI'USth by Lahye’s body was found at the foot of
l}lebsliding lpolle ph;ned down b)i a llﬁk'
. timber, with the piano and pool table
. Plﬂ,l]() a,nd Uv rBCkage across the timber.
‘ When it was learned that the body
|lms stull tl&'nrm. af c:lx‘ll was sent for a
. . . doctor and one of the Army surgeons
ﬁmmen Show Hemlsm m Savmg responded, plowing through the mud
und molasses, but he said that no simns
of lfe remained. The firemen. while
Trapped Gammdgs they believed him, wanted to make sure
that no means of saving Layhe's life
were neglected and carried the bod
. out. Tt was placed in an ambulance and
Heroic nork was donc by members of so%}t (oﬂ:n lhnspha}ll.i N fed in it
o o day e fireboat which was tied up in its
the Boxton Fire Department \est!e:' :?f vier. but a few feet from the building.
afternoon. every minute at the risk was not injured. but the coating of
their Ives, when _hey chopped and dug x(;tomssef-i ,lhué cove;‘(ed it \;ill mo.}n Y;lnél\‘
in the debiis of Engine 31 quarters in davs of hard work on the vart o he
flort to tuke cut alive comrades who €TV before it lg all or!’. The building
an cffo 4 was torn from its foundation and lifted
fad been buried wien the interior of the uhlo]m 10 feet ;o“lardbthc water. badl
" B - _The crew of the boat was so badlh
buliding collapred ns a “csult of the ac depleted that it was impossible to move
cident at the molasses tank on Com- yor "Ly early in the night, Chief Mec-
merclal st Donouzh arranged for a detail and the
boat was sent over to the slip of Engine
47. in East Boston, Chief Engineer
O'Brien. who was having a dav off, as
toon as he learned of the disaster.
hurried to the boat and reported for
duty. -°

Lungineers O'Brien and Toster, who
were covering Engine 44 when the ex-
plosion came, with hoseman Gillispie
and Gregorie, both of whom are in-
jured but still on duty. constituted tae
rezular crew thut Lieut Williams had
fo1_duty last night.

None of the members of the crew
could tell much of a story abont the
explosfon, other than to say that a nm-
bling sound was heard and the aext
thing they knew was when the build-
Ing seemed to leap into the air snd
start toward the water.

Deputy  Chief John O. Tabor last
risht said that the building was in
such a condition that it is liable to fall
at any time,

e omonaE L LAYHE LEAVES HIS WIFE
ot enery oo e AND THREE CHILDREN

it it shook as if about to drop, the re- _Third Engineer George A. Lavhe of
cuers did not for a moment think of Fireboat 31 was widely known in East
themselves Lut worked bravely to reacn Boston, where he lived with his wife
;lbe trapped men,. whose voices could be ang (hree children at 401 Saratoga st.
e ?fc'l'r‘x'i four howrs after the dis- I3 had an excellent record in the Fire
aster that the work of these men was ]e:f;;".me’emi,‘ vhe. fr hat his wife
falshed, and then jt was when the body , =hiinecr Las Nt wag staest s o
of George Layhe, third engircer on the Trarned last night, was stan g in the
fireboat, was”taken fron under heavy S(borway of the quarters 'ghti" the ex-
Umbers, held down by th» piano and gc%‘:f&“ ol‘:lceur;?:sml‘)gr;\‘n‘?n li;'ot;g bl”l ':il:le
tplonl table, still warm, but with lfe ex- ¢ Y. 37 vears ago, and 19 years asg
net. came to East Boston. He turned his
hand to marine enginecering and eight
City Employe Rescued years ago was am;)gfi‘ntdzd mrthei Fh:a De-
Wi 1 of the removal of Dartment an 1 assighe to Engine 31.
Johr‘xlhnyx‘ﬁ\?x:cler:}il(;'“ omplng'e who was _ Besides llilih wife, Mirls lilm§eth ,A
eating his “funch in the cniine house. Liavhe and three  children, I‘!l'nnc s,
the rescuers did not have much trouble aged 11: George. aged 8, and Helen,
In getting out the half-dnzen men aged 3, Mr Lavhe leaves two brothers
tapped under the falling tloors. and sisters. The funeral will take place
- was pinned i such a manner. Sunday. He was a member of the Bos-
with a big section of the tank in front ton Firemen's Relief Association.
of him, that it was necessary for the
tiremen to burn a hole in the tank with
an acetylene toreh hefore they could
Teach the building and start cutting the
timbers,

ENGINEER GEORGE LAYHE

Lient John Willlams, who was in
charge of the company, had just left
e station and reached Hanover and
Commercial s18 on his way to dinner
when he heard a roar, and, turning, saw
2 cloud of dust, and, as he thought
smoke, covering the tire station and the
entire \icinity.
He henrd cries at the same time and
nn back, but could not =et near the
€itrance to the station owing to the
of molarses that rolled toward
him, as well as the fiving debris. Ile
medfately rushed to a Naval station
and a launch was put out for im and
wan taken around the end of the pler
and landed on his boat. ,
As he climbed over the side of the!
fireboat he met hosemen Gillisple and
Gregorio Nmping down the pler. and in|
noly 10 his questions they sald that’
the building had collapsed. They escaped
¥ Jumpma from windows as the build-
Ok Started to fall, but the other mem-
ml’: of the crew were trapped in the
s,

Lieut Williams rushed to the building
&nd saw that the entire interior had'
tollapsed, e could also hear groans
#nd cries from the men trapped inside.
He climbed through a window, but ow-

to the weight of the timbers and
other objects pinning the men he was
Unable 10 assist them alone.

Men Taken From Ruins

He then rushed out to the corner of
the bullding and tried to signal for some-
} on the street to sound the fire
Rals were answered and he returned to
e bullding and with the help of Gillis-
&"h. His signals were answered and
Pelurned to the buiiding and with the
}f‘p of Gillispie and Gregorile, succeoded

‘“mns a couple of the men out.

Vhen he left the statwon for dinner,
tnh' men on duty were Engineers Layhe.
D“fl‘s““in: and Connors, and hosemcen
mwn. McDermott, Gillispie and Greg-
h“’hl‘!\ the additional rescuers arrived
S answer to the alarm, Browning and
“}mnors Were quichlhv pulled out ani
lh Driscoll and  McDermott sent to

¢ hospital. Lavhe could not be lo-
of (3. but groans from unde the rear
\ the building led the rescuers to be-
M;’t_e that he wae thers.
mhen an attempt_was made to get to
se it was learned that the big steel
ue“hn of the tank was in the way, and
h“ Dan Hurley and Hoseman Andy
They of Rescue Company 1 rushed for
tn r Muchine, obtained the metal-cut-
m’i torch and started to work on Jthe

bl 190K VUL A short time for them to
mlm 9ut a hole large enough for a man
“.emu-, and Larson went in with an
Tare He had but tiule cutting 1o do be-
sinty, ¢ reached the man, With the as-
thro, ne of other firemen who went
ooy UEL the hole, he pulled the prisoner
leaoatd U was then that the firemen
Earred that the man rescued was John
B‘:’} &nd not Layhe,
the TY Was rushed to a hospital, while
Digy, uers, under the direction of
,“;in Chief William E. Riley, took
e e Work of locating Layhe, At this
f \h“ was discovered that the heater
debne building, when tipped over in the
S had set fire to the ruins. Chief
treay, 24 2 line of hose Iald and a
<A of water turned into the fire,

Searcy, Building Thoroughly
({3 ¢8 and sicnals to Layhe failed to
325 response and the men started
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