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REPORT.

FIRE DEPARTMENT OrE1oE, Crrr HALL,
BosToN, January 1, 1867.

To Hrs Horton THE MAYOR AND Crrr COUNCIL:

GENTLEMEN2 In compliance with the City Ordinance prescrib
ing the duties of the Chief Engineer, I herewith present the

Twenty-Ninth Annual Report of the Fire Department, being the

Seventh of the Steam Department, embracing a detailed state

ment of the receipts and expenditures, a list of the fires and

alarms with the loss and insurance, so far as could be ascer

tained, a roll of the members of the Department, their age,

residence, and occupation; the location of Reservoirs and the

number of hydrants where a supply of water can be obtained,

together with a brief statement regarding the Department, and

suggestions relative to its wants.

Of all the Departments of the Government this is one of

great importance, and in order that it should be effective and

efficient, it should be composed of young men of temperate

habits, and with a taste and love for its duties, and as none are

recommended for appointment except after careful investigation
of their habits and character, by the Assistant Engineer, in whose

district the company is located, to which the application is made,

may be attributed the fact that since the Department has been

under my charge no case of drunkenness or insubordination
has been brought to the knowledge of the Chief.

I also take pleasure in complimenting the members of the
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Department for the prompt manner in which they have obeyed

the orders of the Chief and Assistant Engineers when upon

duty at fires.

THE APPARATUS AS I FOUND IT.

Upon entering upon the duties of Chief Engineer in April

last, I found two of the engines undergoing repairs, under the

authority of my predecessor, as follows: Engine No 2, at the

machine shop of Messrs. Hawes & Hersey, at South Boston; and

Engine No. 4, at the manufactory of Messrs. Hunneman & Co.,

at Roxbury.

I also found Engines Nos. 8 and 9 to be unfit for service, and

immediately reported the facts to the Committee, and by them I
was authorized to have them repaired, an Order to that effect

having passed the Board of Aldermen; the former by Messrs.

Hunneman & Co., of Roxbury, and the latter at the works of the

Amoskeag Manufacturing Company, at Manchester, N. H.

I found the Hose belonging to the City in a crippled con

dition, both as regards the quantity and quality; and, upon

representation, an order was passed the Board of Aldermen

granting authority to purchase ten thousand feet of new Hose.

The following standard, submitted to the committee, was fixed

upon in advertising for proposals, and adhered to in the delivery

of the merchandise.

STANDARD FOR HOSE.

Pure oak, city tanned, Baltimore or Philadelphia leather, and

warranted such, known as “ over weight; ” the average weight

of which is not less than twenty-two pounds to the side, and none

to be used which shall weigh less than twenty pounds.

Copper rivets — double riveted, twenty-two rivets to the run

ning foot, of size known as No. 8 wire. Splices to be made

with thirteen rivets, of size known as No. 7 wire.

Said Hose, when finished with three loops and rings, to weigh
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not less than sixty-four pounds to each fifty feet, exclusive of the

couplings, and warranted to stand a pressure of not less than

(200) two hundred pounds to the square inch.

Couplings to be of the same thread as now in use by this city;

the tail-bands and tail-pieces to be two inches in width and

length respectively, and to be secured by three rivets.

NEW ENGINES, HOSE AND HOOK AND LADDER CARRIAGES.

In view of the large and constantly increasing number of

buildings for residence, public purposes, and manufacturing at

South Boston and in the southerly portion of the city proper,

including the Back Bay territory, it will be desirable to provide

those sections with additional facilities for extinguishing fire.

That this end may be accomplished, I respectfully recommend

that two new Steam Fire Engines be purchased, of what is

known as second class double-acting engines, or perhaps more

properly spoken of as second sized engines, to be placed actively

in charge of engine companies No.3 near Dover Street, and

N0. 4 in Court Street, and that the heavier engines now in their

charge be placed one at South Boston, and the other at the south

part of the city, where they can be kept in charge of companies

now existing, and be used in emergency as a reserve force, in

case of large conflagrations.

I recommend this change of the apparatus for two reasons;

first, that the companies indicated, are called upon for a large

amount of running duty in which rapidity of action is a great

end to be attained; and second, that the engines in their charge

have been long in service, and are heavy, and with the continued

hard use to which they have been subjected, they can last but a

limited time longer, and by this change, they may for a long time

be very reliably in case of emergency, from the fact that the

amount of work will be in a great measure reduced.

I also recommened the purchase of two new Horse .Hose

Carriages, capable of conveying at least one thousand feet of

S
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two and a half inch hose, and I make this recommendation

from the fact that the carriages now in use, are capable of con

veying not more than one-half this amount, and from the fact

that they have been constructed some years, and are constantly

in need of extensive repair.

I further recommend the purchase of a new Hook and Ladder

Carriage, equal in all respects to the best now in use in this

city, that we may have a spare carriage in case of accident; as

matters now stand, we have but three carriages of this kind,

and each in active service, and if either of them, by accident, is

out of service, double duty is required of the remaining ones.

Should the carriage, located at East Boston, become broken, one

of those located in the city must take its place, or that section

of the city be entirely deprived of this powerful arm of the

department; and it is palpable to any observer that the remain

ing territory of the city would prove a very large field of duty

for one Hook and Ladder Company to cover.

There were, under contract, and not delivered when I entered

upon the duties of Chief Engineer, two Hose Carriages to be at

tached to Steam Fire Engines, at a price of $275 each. i
Since that time, they have both been delivered, and the com

mittee have also caused to be constructed, one new Horse Hose

Carriage, capable of conveying one thousand feet of hose, -—

they have also purchased one Hand Hose Carriage, for use at

Washington Village.

The Horse Hose Carriage above referred to, has not yet been

put into service on account of the want of a suitable house for

its storage.

HORSES.

Representations were made to me immediately upon entering

upon the duties of the office that many of the horses belonging

to the department, were in unserviceable condition from lame

ness and tenderness, and upon inquiry I became satisfied that
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it in a great measure arose from the want of a regular system

of exercise; the adoption of such a system has established the

fact that no mistake was committed, as the horses are now

nearly all in excellent condition.

Out of the thirty-four horses belonging to this department,

one has died from causes beyond control, two have been sold or

exchanged, they having contracted injury or disease thought to

be incurable.

FLOATING OR DOCK ENGINE.

During the past year the Committee on Police have con

tracted for the construction of a Steam Police Boat, and upon

the recommendation from the Chief of this department it has

been arranged that it shall be furnished with two powerful force

pumps, and when completed, and if properly used, she will un

doubtedly be a valuable auxiliary to this department in case of

fire upon wharf property, on ship board, and among the several

public buildings in our harbor, now entirely inaccessible to our

department.

FIRE ALARMS.

Many complaints have been made during the year of the want

of a proper alarm in some sections of the city, and to remedy

this, upon the recommendation of the Board of Engineers, a new

alarm bell was placed at Washington Village. Two other bells

were purchased by the city, with the purpose of placing them,

one in the vicinity of Fort Hill, and the other at East Boston;

but up to this time, for reasons unknown to me, these last have

not been put into service.

~

WATER.

It is a fact which is very apparent to the officers of this de

partment, that, in certain localities, a scarcity, and in other entire

destitution, of water which can be made available for fire pur
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poses. And I respectfully call attention to what is known as

the Fourth Section of East Boston, the easterly side of

Federal Street, and to Lawrence Street, at the south part of

the city.

That portion of East Boston named, is entirely destitute of

water for fire purposes, and a fire would prove very destructive

to wooden houses in that locality.

The wharf property on the easterly side of Federal Street,

in many places, is from 1,500 to 2,000 feet from the nearest

hydrant; and, in addition to the fact that it requires a large

amount of hose to reach the fire, the hydrants are all upon the

westerly side of this great thoroughfare; and a complete suspen

sion of travel by horse cars, teams, and carriages causes great

inconvenience, which might in part be avoided by placing addi

tional hydrants upon the east side of the street. Lawrence

Street, at the South End, with its long block of dwellings, has

at present no facility for putting out fire except through long

continuous lines of hose.

ENGINE HOUSES.

Immediately upon my entering upon the duties of the oifice,

the supervision of the repairs of buildings occupied by this

department, which had for many years been under the care of

the Chief Engineer and the Committee on Fire Department, was

transferred by ordinance to the Committee on Public Buildings

and the Superintendent of that department.

The condition of some of these structures demand at my

hand a representation to the government at this time.

I would respectfully call attention to Engine House No. 1,

on Broadway, South Boston, that being an old wooden structure

and fast going to decay. To Engine House No. 4, located in

Scollay’s Building on Court Street, as being cramped for room,

and unhealthy for both men and horses, and so damp and badly

ventilated as to seriously interfere with the proper care of the
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hose belonging to the city. To hose houses, Nos. 1 and 8, as

being inconveniently small and unhealthy.

I would recommend that early steps be taken by the Govern

ment to furnish the needed accommodations for these companies

and their apparatus; and that in the construction of these build

ings due care be exercised, that as nearly as possible the com

forts of a home should be furnished to the men who are required

to spend both night and day in this arduous service.

DANGEROUS BUILDINGS AND STORAGE OF DANGEROUS PROPERTY.

The experience of many years of connection with the Fire

Department, makes it apparent that by Statute and Ordinance

the government should have greater control than at present over

the construction and alteration of buildings within the limits of

large cities, and that a full and detailed record should also be

kept of all places where combustible material is stored to the

end that only such quantities shall be kept as shall not endan

ger life and property in case of fire. That all large cities

should have in their employ an oflicer, immediately connected

with the Fire Department, who should be in possession of

information relating to all such material, and be cognizant of

its location.

FIRES, ETC.

There have been, during the past year, a large increase over

former years in the number of alarms of fire in this city, and I
learn that this has been the case in most large cities throughout

the country; but while this has been the fact we have still to

congratulate ourselves that no extended conflagrations have

occurred, and that the loss in our city has been scarcely above

the average of former years.

It was our good fortune to have been in condition several

times during the year, to render service to the neighboring

cities, and also to the United States Government Arsenal at

2
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Watertown, on occasion of the late explosion of their works, and

also to render assistance to our sister city of Portland, on the

occasion of the memorable and ever-to-be-regretted conflagra

tion of a large portion of that beautiful city, on the Fourth of

July last.

In this connection it is proper to state, that experience has

proved, that however well protected a city may be from ordi

nary fires, yet, that large confiagrations are not impossibilities,

and this fact cannot be too strongly impressed upon the public,

viz, — that extreme caution should be exercised at all times to

prevent even trivial fires.

That the number of fires may be reduced very materially, at

the will of the citizens, has been demonstrated by the fact, that

at one time during the late rebellion, the attention of the people

was urgently called to this subject, and the results show

an almost total suspension of duty on the part of this depart

ment.

At that time the following suggestions were printed and gen

erally circulated throughout the city, and I deem them worthy

of preservation and attention:

Keep matches in metal boxes, and out of reach of children.

Wax matches are particularly dangerous, and should be kept out

of the way of rats and mice.

Fill fluid or camphene lamps only by daylight, and never near a

fire or light.

Do not deposit coal or wood ashes in wooden vessels, and be sure

burning cinders are extinguished before depositing.

Never place a light or ashes under a staircase.

Never take a light to examine a gas meter or gas pipes inside a

building.

Be careful never to place gas or other lights near curtains.

Never take a light into a closet.

Do not read in bed by candle or lamp light.

Place glass shades over gas lights in show windows and do not

crowd goods near them.
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No smoking should be permitted in warehouses, particularly where

goods are packed, or cotton stored.

Where furnaces are used the principal register should always be

fastened open.

Stove pipes should be at least four inches from wood work and

guarded by tin.

All hatchways or openings in the floors of stores, factories or

warehouses should always be closed at night.

All iron doors between stores should be closed at night or when not

1n use.

In addition, it is my opinion that, should a rigid investigation

be made into the origin of all fires, by some proper olficer ap

pointed _for this purpose by the government, that, there is no

doubt but that many of the fires now attributed to accident, or

causes unknown, would be traced to careless or intentional

causes; and a knowledge that such investigation would immedi

ately follow every fire, would immediately reduce the number of

fires.
ACCIDENTS AT FIRES.

It is a matter of congratulation that no loss of life has oc

curred during the past year, from this cause, among the members

of the department while upon duty, and that only three persons

have been seriously injured,—as follows:

Levi W. Shaw, of Hook and Ladder No. 3, had a hand badly

injured by a blow from an axe at Boston Wharf; Robert M.

Young, of Hose Company No. 3, by falling from a ladder on the

corner of India and Milk streets, and Mr. Charles E. Munroe,

of Engine Co. No. 6, by falling through an open scuttle at a

fire on Union Street. *

All of these have fully recovered, and I may with propriety

compliment Messrs. E. & F. King & Co. for the very liberal

donation of Two Hundred dollars, for the benefit of the family

of Mr. Young, while he was unable to attend to his regular

avocation, from the injuries received while on duty at the fire

upon the premises of that firm.
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In closing this brief statement regarding the department, I
cannot close without referring to the fact that several members

of the department have been removed from this earth by the

hand of death, and in nearly every instance, from causes inci

dent to the duties of a fireman; and I particularly desire to

notice the dccease of one of the oldest members of the Board

of Engineers, Capt. Nathaniel W. Pratt, who, after long and

faithful service to the city, suffered a protracted season of sick

ness from consumption, and finally passed away on the third of

July last.

Finally, I desire to express the thanks of the department as

well as my own, individually, for the interest taken by the

Committee in the affairs of the department, generally, and for

their kind co-operation in every plan which has been recom

mended as for the best interests of the department.

Respectfully submitted,

JOHN S. DAMRELL, Chief Engineer.

~iii
COMMITTEE ON FIRE DEPARTMENT.

Aldermen, JONAS FITCH,
THOMAS GAFFIELD,
SAMUEL D. CRANE.
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ENGINEERS.

CHIEF ENGINEER.

JOHN S. DAMRELL, 60 Temple Street.

ASSISTANT E1veI1~IEERs.*

JOSEPH DUNBAR . . 83 Princeton Street, E. Boston.
DAVID CHAMBERLIN . . 7 Tyler Street.
ZENAS E. SMITH . . . 601 Tremont Street.
WILLIAM A. GREEN . . 5 Alden Street.
GEORGE BROWN . . . 166 Silver, near D Street.
JOHN W. REGAN . . . 56 South Street.
ELIJAH B. HINE . . . 30 Grove Street.
JOHN STOVER JACOBS . 5 Snowhill Place.

All of the above ofiices are filled annually by the City Council,
in concurrence, the months of February or March.

SECRETARY OF THE BOARD on ENGINEERS.

GEORGE H. ALLEN, E, corner Quincy Street, South Boston.

* One vacancy exists in the Board of Assistant Engineers, caused by the
decease of Nathaniel W. Pratt.



THE ORGANIZATION AND ITS MEMBERS.

The Organization of the Department, as will be seen by referring

to the Ordinance, is as follows:

Each Engine Company has an engineman, fireman and driver

who are permanently employed, and eight hosemen who do duty

only at fires ; one of this last number is designated as foreman of
the hose.

Each Hose Company has a driver, who is permanently employed,

and eight hosemen, who do duty only at fires, and one of this

number is designated as foreman of the hose, except Hose Com

pany No. 10, at Washington Village, Where no horse is kept.

This Company is composed of eight men namely; a foreman,

steward and six hosemen and their duty is restricted to the village.
The Hook and Ladder Companies Nos. 2 and 3 have drivers

permanently employed, and the drawing of Hook and Ladder

Carriage No. 1, is done by contract.

Hook and Ladder Companies N0. 1 and 3 have a foreman, asst.

foreman, four axemen, four rakemen and thirteen members, but in
the organization of the first-named company two of the thirteen

members are designated respectively as clerk and steward.

In Hook and Ladder 2 the organization is the same as N0. 3,

with the exception that there are only eight members instead of
thirteen.
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STEAM FIRE ENGINE N0. 1.

HOUSE ON BROADWAY, NEAR DORCHESTER STREET, SOUTH BOSTON.

Members. Age. Residence. Occupation.

1 Ray, John, Engineman, 31 25 G St., Machinist.
2 Porter, Thomas E., Fireman 30 289 Athens St., Locksmith.
3 Swiss, Templeman C.,1)rioer, 27 231 Third St., Driver.
4 Wright, Frederick S., Fore- Fourth,cor. Linden

man of Hose,’ 38 St., Hardware Deal.
5 Fowler, Jos. W., Hoseman, 29 90 D St., Wood Planer.
6 Gowen, Samuel S., “ 31 Sixth, near F St., Porter.
7 Gerrish, George W'., “ 25 159 Fourth St., Expressman.
8 Hallett, Daniel, “ 39 Fifth, near C St., Carpenter.
9 Holden, Martin F., “ 32 214 Broadway, Expressman.

10 Lathe, Appleton, “ 42 Athens, near D St., Pattern Maker.
11 Twiss, Rufus F., “ 30 231 Third St., Painter.

I

STEAM FIRE ENGINE NO. 2.

HOUSE ON FOURTH STREET, BETWEEN I AND K, SOUTH BOSTON.

Members. Age. Residence. Occupation.

1 Gilman, David E. ,Engineman
2 Twiss, George 0., Fireman,
3 Jones, Moses A., Driver,
4 Brown, John, Foreman Hose,
5 Chambers, James, Hoseman,
6 Emerson, Joshua B., “
7 Lamphier, Edward, “
8 Pratt, Alonzo,
9 Rand, William,

10 Smith, David,

46

C6

(6

11 Twiss, Daniel H., “

45

35

33

39

44
40
39

32

40
44
34:

Silve1',n. Dorch. St.,
Third, near E St.,
Mercer,n.Dorch.St.
Sixth, cor. O St.,
K, near Eight St.,
Broadway, n. K St.,
Seventh,nearK.St.,
K, near Ninth St.,
Gates, cor. Tel. St.,
Silver,n.Dorch. St.,
Third, near E St.,

Machinist.
Ma chinist.
Moulder.
Blacksmith.
Ship Carpenter.
Carpenter.
Painter.
Moulder.
Carpenter.
Carpenter.
Painter.




























































































































































