


OFFICE OF THE FIRE COMMISSIONER,
BrisrorL STrReET, BostoN, February 17, 1898,

His HoxNor Jostam QuiNcy, Mayor :

Sir: Good fortune during the past year has enabled this
department to again present a satisfactory showing; and for
how many years such fortune should have all credit for
small fire losses I do not pretend to judge; but there must
be a point at which eternal vigilance and activity, good gen-
eralship, zealous leaders and anxious followers and an ex-
cellent and entirely successful system for receiving and
transmitting alarms, together with thorough equipment and
appliance for fire duty may claim at least a small share of
credit for favorable results. But with all the vigilance, dis-
cipline and equipment possible, we cannot hope to long retain
our present record when citizens keep hot ashes in wooden |
barrels, or delay in giving us alarms until after they have let |
a small blaze grow to an incipient conflagration through their |
vain efforts to perform their own fire fighting; or while real |
estate owners can legally build tinder boxes in the shape of |
tenement houses, or leave old wooden fire-traps standing in |
the midst of large and valuable buildings ; for some day, with |
bad luck and weather, we are sure to find ourselves burdened
with heavy fire loss, unless our law-makers eradicate the
existing evils, which may, at any time, postpone to the far
future that millennium for underwriters which every fire de-

partment should strive to establish. The wooden camps |

pitched in some of our outskirts, as well as much of South
Boston, offer a tempting harvest for fire, and cannot fail to be
gathered as soon as the conditions of wind and weather are
favorable, in spite of all possible firemen and fire apparatus. ..

The so-called fire-limit should, I think, be speedily drawn
far beyond its present line in order to bring within the
restriction of the building law that territory which at present
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is treated as a country district, and in reality is fast becoming
a terror to all firemen.

Nothing has knowingly been left undone which could in-
crease the efficiency of this department or make the houses
more healthy, serviceable and comfortable for the men; and
now a veterinary hospital is our only crying want, the old
barn at present used for that purpose being the one spot in
our whole outfit not suitable for the important work required
of it; and I strongly recommend an additional ladder-truck
for that part of our territory now covered by Engines 38, 39,
on Congress street, for the reason that many large buildings
have been erected in that vicinity, which, in case of need,
would require nearer ladder service than at present afforded.

The fire-boat (Engine 81) has not yet been accepted, be-
cause she requires, in my opinion, some change in her engines
to enable her to successfully cope with that class of fires
which requires speed and quick handling ; and, therefore, the
time for her completion has been extended to May.

The underground 12-inch pipe for the salt water sys-
tem has been laid for 3,800 feet through Congress street,
Post Office square and Central street, still requiring some
800 feet at a cost of about 7,500 to connect it at each end
with the water where the fire-boats are expected to provide
the power necessary to force water through the various hy-
drants to a height equal to or beyond that attained by a
street engine.

Our two (2) horseless propellers have given very satisfac-
tory proof of their ability to move speedily and handily
through all conditions of streets, as well as of their power to
throw extraordinary streams of water after reaching the
scene of action.

No fire-alarm box has failed to properly send in the alarm
to these headquarters; and, while six million five hundred
thousand (6,500,000) blows have been struck on the various
bells and gongs in transmitting alarms from these head-

quarters to the different companies, the mechanical and -

electrical system has worked with such exact precision that
no engine or ladder has been at any time seriously at fault in
responding.
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I know of no case where the officers and men have not
done excellent work when called upon, and trust Your
Honor shares my confidence that, barring accidents and mak-
ing allowance for the fallibility of man, our department will
continne to deserve the good-will of our fellow-citizens,
which, during the past week, has been made so apparent
through the sympathy and help extended by them to the
families of our six men who lost their lives while on duty at
the recent fire in Merrimac street.

ORGANIZATION.

Commissioner, HENrRY S. RUSSELL, appointed January
21, 1895 ; term expires May, 1893.

Secretary, BENJAMIN F. UNDERHILL, JR.

Chief of Department, Lewis P. WeBBER, Headquarters,
Bristol street.

Assistant Chief, WiLLiam T. CursweLr, Headquarters,
Engine-house 26, Mason street.

Second Assistant Chief and Chief of District No. 6, Joun
A. MurLeN, Headquarters, Engine-house 1, Dorchester
street.

Superintendent of Fire Alarms, BRowN S. FLANDERS.

Assistant Superintendent of Fire Alarms, Cyrus A.
GronGe. J

Consulting Electrician, HENrY F. CorrLE.

Superintendent of Repair Shop, HENrRY M. HAWKINS.

Assistant Superintendent of Repair Shop, EvGeEse M.
ByiNGrox.

Veterinary Surgeon, GEORGE W. STIMPSON.

Medical Examiner, Rurus W. SPRAGUE.

Purchasing Officer, CHARLES A. STRAW.

Storekeeper, GEORGE R. KNIGHT.

CLERKS.

Wm. E. Delano, M. J. Lafferty, Geo. F. Murphy, James P.
Maloney.
D. J. Quinn, Messenger.

District Chiefs.

John F. Ryan, Headquarters,
“

Ladder-house 2.
C. H. W. Pope, ““ (
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Ladder-house 8.

FIRE DEPARTMENT.

2 Drivers for Assistant Chiefs
" 10 Drivers for District Chiefs .

1.75 per day.
1.75 G

Josephi M. Garrity, Headquarters >
Peter F. McDonough, % X Engine-house 4. £ Watchnien. . g 1,000 per annum.
Nathan L. Hussey. . o 2%. 2 Hostlers, average . 2.10 per day.
Patrick E. Keyes, . WAy, .
John Grady, &% Ladder-house 12. RE ALARM ForCE.
Edward H. Sawyer, b 4. 6 Operators . $1,600 per annum.
Williston A. Gaylord, Engme-house 18. 2 Assistant Opemtom 1,200 “
George F. Griftin, & 41. 1 Foreman of Construction 1,800 “
Lewis P, Abbott, & o 28. 1 Dynamo man 2.00 per day.
18 Repairers, average 2.83 &
Foroe XD Pay-RoLL. REPAIR SHOP EMPLOYEES.
gomn;ssloner . . %g 288 per annum 1 Engineer .00 per day.
(J(;]c:; olfy S : ; S 500 i 1 Assistant Engmeer 9.00 per annum.
First A tu.lzlt Chief . g x ¥ 2400 7 1 Harness-maker s 5 4.00 per day
Sel:m 1 “f i R R IR 3 2 Painters, average . . . . 8.12
Superintendent of Fire Alarms . < 8200 “ T b ey ; 82 .
A eitotBupt « . % a 2,000 ~ 6 Machinists, average . . 5 317 58
Consulting Electrician : ; 3 500 ot 3 g}:zg::::::‘ ;\;?rags ;wem R g}’)g :
iupermtendent of Repair Shop s 2,000 s Z Tohover pe ? g % lli) H 5
ssistant Sup ) 5 1,600 “ R % = g
Veterinary Surgeon ; . 1,800 i .
Medical Examiner 600 3 Eae o6l suree
Purchasing Officer it g e 000! “ Fire DISTRICTS. '
St%reokfepke: ¥ ; 4 : 4 l,ggg :‘ The city is divided into twelve fire districts, as follows :
eFkcRl tE . g : S 3 g
1 Clerk. 3 g 5 5 v 1,000 “ District 1.
Ol o5 a & ity L
'Y Meaenget . ; : ) 1000 0 All that part of Boston known as East Boston.
11 District Chiefs f 4 2,000 “ 4oty
B G R B e District 2.
62 Lieutenants ) § i g 1,400 « All that part of Boston formerly known as Charlestown.
43 Engineers . § A & 1,300 “
46 Assistant Engmeers . . E 1,200 s District 3.
454 Permanent men : 0 5 The territory bounded on the north and east by the water
297 3133 . Tk, . RS e L i front, on the south by Summer street, and on the west by
gg gt . . . . . i,})gg % Washington and Charlestown streets.
5 £ 5 5 s K /
8T .« . 2 s < ¥ 3 900 g tatri
SRR AR AL e . gt Lot :
99 Call men K The territory bounded on the north by the Charles river,
RO ] : X y ) 395 G on the east by Charlestown and Washington streets, on the
26 « ; ] ; ) : i 250 @ south by Wmter, Park and Beacon streets, and on the west
‘85 « 200 % by the Charles river and Berkeley street.

1.95 per day.
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District 5.

The territory bounded on the north by Beacon, Park,
Winter and Summer streets, on the east by Fort Point
channel, on the south and west by Broadway, Way, Motte,
Castle and Ferdinand streets, Columbus avenue and Berke-
ley street.

District 6.

All that part of Boston known as South Boston, and run-
ning south as far as Dorset and Locust streets.

District 7.

The territory bounded on the north by Berkeley street,
Columbus avenue, Ferdinand, Castle, Motte and Way
streets, and Broadway, on the east by Fort Point channel
and South bay, on the south by Massachusetts avenue, and
on the west by the Charles river.

District 8.

The territory bounded on the north by the Charles river
and Massachusetts avenue, on the east by Washington street,
on the south by Atherton and Mozart streets, Chestnut
avenue, Sheridan and Centre streets, Hyde square, Perkins,
Catalpa and Castleton streets, across Jamaicaway to the
Brookline line, and on the west by the Brookline line,
Beacon and Deerfield streets.

District 9.

The territory bounded on the north by Massachusetts
avenue, South bay, Dorset and Locust streets, on the east
by Dorchester bay, on the south by Freeport, Hancock,
Bowdoin, and Quincy streets, Columbia road, and on the
west by Seaver street, Columbus avenue and Washington
street.

District 10.

That part of Dorchester bounded on the north by Seaver
street, Columbia road, Quincy, Bowdoin, Hancock, and
. Freeport streets, on the east by Dorchester bay, on the
south by the Neponset river and the Hyde Park line, and on
the west by Harvard street and Blue Hill avenue.

Distriet 11.

All that part of Boston known as Brighton, and extending
east as far as Deerfield and Beacon streets.

FIrRE DEPARTMENT. 7

District 12.

All that part of Boston known as West Roxbury, bounded
on the north by a line from the Brookline line across Jamaica-
way to Castleton street, through Castleton, Catalpa and Per-
kins streets, Hyde square, Centre and Sheridan streets,
Chestnut avenue, Mozart and Atherton streets, Columbus
avenue and Seaver street, on the east by Blue Hill avenue
and Harvard street, on the south by the Hyde Park and
Dedham lines, and on the west by the Newton and Brookline
lines.

In all cases where streets are designated as boundaries,
the centre of the street will be the dividing line.

ASSIGNMENT OF DISTRICTS.
Each district is placed under the charge of a District
Chief, as follows :

COMPANIES IN DISTRICTS.
it Yol 28
£ ] K2
Distriet. | Chief in Command. - £-31 e8| &
g8 £8 - gl e
Engines. % a3 5513
EZ - ¢ |2E(22
2B | BEsE
5} = Ll S
.| John F. Ryan.. 5,9, 11, 40 7 2 4
.| C.H.W. Pope. £ 27,82, 36 9 | 3|5
Bisivsens Joseph M. Garrity.... 8, 25, 44 R, 14
4oen Peter F. McDonough .. *4, 6,10 1,11 L (BT It s ¢
.| Nathan L. Hussey. T, 26, 35 2 17
.| John A, Mullen. *1, 2, 15, 38, 39, 43 8 5|..[23
.| Patrick E. Keyes...... *3,22,33 4(813,15]..1..]13
8.oieis John Grady......c.o.. 13, 14, 87 8,12 12
9........| Edward H. Sawyer.... 12, 21, 28, 24 10 -
.| Williston A, Gaylord.. 16, 17, *18, 19, 20 67{..]1
.| George F. Griflin...... 20, 34, *41 6 n
b | FeR Lewis P. Abbott...... *28, 80, 42, 45 b5 10, 16.

* Headquarters of District Chief.

The following-named members have received medals from
the Massachusetts Humane Society for saving life at fires
during the year: .

Captain John I. Quigley, Engine Company 4.

Hoseman John Hogan, Engine Company 4.

Ladderman James F. Bailey, Ladder Company 17.

il
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The following property is in charge of the Fire Com-
missioner:

Houses.
Location. N‘;;ffo"‘_’e' Occupled by.
Dorchester street........cooivvnvnnns 5,608 Engine 1.
Corner of O and Fourth streets...... 4,000 Engine 2.
Bristol street and Harrison avenue .. 4,000 Engine 8 and Ladder 3.

Bulfinch strect.. 6,008 Engine 4, Chemical 1 and Tower 1.

Marion street, E.B, . 1,647 Engine 5.
Leverett strect 2,269 Engine 6.
Bast BEPORt. . cisisevaisinsiavannnies 1,803 Engine 7.
Salem street.......... aavenense . ocin g 2,568 Engine 8,

Parls street, E.B. 4,720 Engine 9 and Ladder 2.

River street. 1,886 Engine 10.

Saratoga and Byron streets, 10,000 Engine 11 and Combination 4.

Dudley street................ 7,320 Engine 12.

Cabot BtYeet...ovee rovensoriecrinines 4,832 Engine 13.

Contre 8treet..covouee corinverrannnan 5,713 Engine 14,

Dorchester avenue ................... 2,842 Engine 15.

River street, Dorchester District.. ..| 12,786 Englne 16 and Ladder 6.

Meeting-house Hill, Dorchester Dist.. 9,450 Ertx#;i‘n(; 17 and Ladder-house 7 on
ot.

Harvard street, Dorchester District..| 10,225 Engine 18.

Norfolk street, “ > 7,683 Englne 19.

‘Walnut street, o 3 9,000 Engine 20,

Boston street, « ) 9,355 Engine 21.

Dartmouth street. 4,463 Engine 22,

Northampton street. » 8,445 Engine 28,

Corner Warren and Quiney streets.. 4,186 Engine 24.

Fort Hill square.........oovveeueenn.. 4,175 Engine 25, Ladder 8 and Ludder 14.
AABOD BEROO. . oo sasasiosto s haaninon 5,628 Engine 26 and Engine 85.
Elm street, Charlestown District. .... 2,600 Engine 27.

Centre street, West Roxbury District,| 10377 Engine 28 and Ladder 10.
Chestout Hill ave,, Brighton District,| 14,368 Engine 29 and Ladder 11.

Mt. Vernon st., W. Roxbury District,| 16,275 Engine 30,

Bunker Hill street.................... 818 | Engine sz,

Corner Boylston and Hereford sts.. .. 5646 | Engine 33 and Ladder 15.
Western avenue, Brighton............ 4,637 Engine 34,

Monument street..................... 5,668 Engine 36 and Combination 5.

FIRE DEPARTMENT. 9

Houses. — Concluded.

Location. s"ﬁ"ﬁ,{’” Oceupled by.

Cor. Longwood and Brookline aves.. 5,400 Engine 37 and Chemieal 3,
Congress street.............. 4,000 Engine 38 and Engine 39.
Sunmer street, East Boston. 4,010 Engine 40,
Harvard avenue, near Cambridge st.,

Brighton District....... ......cvous 6,112 Engine 41 and Chemical 6.
Washington street, between Atherton

and Becthoven...,........ @ aainana 3,348 Engine 42 and Chemical 5.
Andrew square..... suashisvsnanansas 5,138 Engine 43 and Combination 3.
Poplar street, cor, Washington, West,

xbury ... G s 14,729 Engine 45 and Ladder 16,
Church street............. 3412 Chemical Engine 2.
Shawmut AVenue.. .. vvvviiresiianians 889 Chemical Engine 4,
Chelsea street, East Boston........... 1,346 Chemical Engine 7,
B street.......o e alimees Sevserenn o 1,804 Chemical Engine 8.
Eustis street...... v 1,754 Chemical Engine 10.
North Grove street. 8,018 Chemical Engine 11.
‘Winthrop street. .. 3,000 Hose 3.
Friend street..... soresecsonsiossninns 1,676 Ladder 1.
DRAIeY SOt .. sstionasaesateronsuns 3,03 Ladder 4,
Fourth sireet......... PRy S 4o veen 2,469 Ludder 5.
Main strect, Charlestown. 4,200 Ladder 9 and Chemical 9.
Tremont street. . 4,350 Ladder 12 and Che’micu! 12.
‘Washington, near Dover street. 1,007 Ladder 13.
Harrison avenue 2,134 Ladder 17,
Dorchester avenue, Ashmont......... 4,87 Combination 1.
Combination 2.

3,101

Fuel-house, Dorchester street, 1,610 feet of land.
Fuel-house, Salem street, 417 feet of land.

Fuel-house, Main street, Charlestown, 2,430 feet of land.
Headquarters Building and Repair-shop, corner of Albany

and Bristol streets, 23,663

feet.

Water Tower No. 2 and Wrecking Wagon are in Head-

quarters Building.

6,874 feet of land on Washington street, Dorchester, pur-
chased as a site for a ladder-house, which is now in process

of construction.

12,251 feet of land on Centre street, West Roxbury, pur-
chased as a site for Engine-House 30, which is now in pro-

cess of construction.
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