


HEADQUARTERS FIRE DEPARTMENT,
Brisrorn StrEET, BostoN, February 8, 1899.

Hrs Hoxor Josiam QuiNcy, Mayor :

Str,—While, by the good fortune which has favored this
department during recent years, we are again able to show a
fair result of last year’s work, I regret to point to the dangers
referred to in my last report as in no degree lessened, and
can only hope that by continued vigilance and promptness,
we may, at least, postpone that conflagration at all times
threatening through the presence of fire-traps and tinder-
boxes in many parts of the territory supposed to be pro-
tected by this department.

The salt-water service from Atlantic avenue through
Congress street, Post Office square and Central street, to
Central Wharf has been perfected, with hydrants, electrical
connections, etc., complete, to be used by the two fire-boats
when needed to prevent conflagrations, if possible, in the
district covered, but not for ordinary fire duty, and if it is
deemed advisable to extend such service which, on trial, has
proved eminently successful in throwing some 8,000 gallons
per minute to the height of a ten (10) story building, I
would recommend that a 16-inch pipe be laid from Central
Whart through Atlantic avenue, India and Franklin to Con-
gress street, from Congress street through Atlantic avenue,
Summer, Bedford, Chauncy, Summer, Hawley and Milk
streets to Congress street to cover a thickly-congested terri-
tory to which, at any time, we may be called to fight a con-
flagration.

The new house for Engine 30 on Centre street, West
Roxbury, John A. Fox, architect, was occupied on June 1,
to the satisfaction of all concerned, and on November 8, the
company for Combination 6 was organized and established
in new quarters at Grove Hall, Dorchester, Perkins & Betton,

architects, much to the relief of a long-expectant neighbor-
hood. -

L
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The second fire-hoat, Engine 31, after many trials, is now
in service, and owing to her small draft of some four feet
is able to protect the shallow portions of our water front
beyond the reach of the deeper boat.

I would strongly urge that our wires of the Fire-alarm
branch be placed under ground from Dover street bridge to
Tremont street, up Tremont to Roxbury, from Roxbury
to Washington, down Washington to Eustis, from Eustis to
Harrison avenue, down Harrison avenue to Northampton,
through Northampton to Albany, down Albany to the point
of starting. And also in Charlestown from Warren bridge
through City square to Park street, through Park to Henley,
through Henley to Chelsea, through Chelsea street to Chelsea
bridge, inasmuch as the storms of the past year have clearly
demonstrated the advantage of such action, both for economy
and for the efficiency of this very important branch of the
department.

But little new construction work has been done by this
branch in the past year, owing to the fact that nearly the
whole of the underground work called for in the district for
1898, as prescribed by the Commissioner of Wires, was com-
pleted during the season of 1897, bounded as follows: Be-
ginning at Charles river, by Cambridge, Joy, Beacon and
Charles streets, Park square, Columbus avenue, Ferdinand

street, Castle square, Tremont and Berkeley streets back to

the river.

This completes the underground district as originally pre-
scribed by act of the Legislature, passed in 1894,

The electrical service established in connection with the
salt-water pipe-line system consists of a circuit contained in
a five conductor cable, drawn through ducts that were laid in
the same trench as the water-pipes and at the same time ; the
circuit thus constructed is connected with a break key en-
closed at each post hydrant, also with a device by which tele-
graphic instruments can be placed in circuit at any time ; so,
by making use of the first the prescribed signal code can be
transmitted to the fire-hoat station by any one, and, by the
other, messages of any character may be sent by men
trained for the purpose.
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The circuit is also extended to the fire-alarm headquarters
by which communication is established between headquarters,
the boat-station and any hydrant that may be connected at
the time.

Two thousand, five hundred and sixty feet of cable, con-
taining 27,800 feet of conductors, were used in this con-
struction.

Much extra work was caused by the two heavy storms of
the year: that of January 81 was especially disastrous to
the overhead service, as the wires, poles and fixtures erected
for their support were broken, torn down, and otherwise
demoralized to a greater extent than ever occurred on any
previous occasion since the fire-alarm system was established.

The damage resulting from the November storm was much
less in extent, but a great amount of emergency work was
made necessary by it before the circuits were restored to
their normal condition. . J'e e Laed fage.

The whole fire-alarm system has continued to show its
excellence through alarm-boxes and transmitters, the former
never failing to properly send in the alarms, while the latter,
in sending them out, has struck 7,300,000 blows without
serious mistakes in directing the engines and other apparatus.

Referring to my report of last year, I would again recom-
mend that an additional ladder company be placed in the
territory adjacent to Engines 38-39, on Congress street, to
provide necessary ladder service for the many large buildings
in that neighborhood.

Several of the outlying districts have received increased
protection through additional horses and chemicals in the
companies at present protecting them, and I cannot see the
necessity of providing new companies for such districts,
although I well know that every new hamlet prefers to de-
pend on the protection of the Fire Department, rather than on
that of insurance companies, and after pitching their wooden

camps expect the city to provide adjacent engines and other
fire apparatus.

Of the officers and men throughout the department, I
can speak only in terms of praise for the vigilance and
zeal shown on all occasions, as well as for their interest in
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maintaining a high standard of discipline and conduct as
firemen and citizens.

ORGANIZATION.

Commissioner, HENRY S. RUSSELL; term expires May,
1901

Secretary, BENJAMIN F. UNDERHILL, JR.

Chief of Department, LEwis P. WEBBER.

Assistant Chief, WiLLiAM T. CHESWELL.

Second Assistant Chief and Chief of District No. 6, JorN
A. MULLEN.

Superintendent of Fire-alarms, BRowN S. FLANDERS.

Assistant Superintendent of Fire-alarms, Cyrus A.
GEORGE.

Consulting Electrician, Hexry F. CorrLE.

Superintendent of Repair-shop, HENRY M. HAWKINS.

Assistant Superintendent of Repair-shop, EveeNxe M.
BymNGroy.

Hydraulic Engineer, GrReeLy S. CUrtis.

Veterinary Surgeon, GEOrRGE W. STIMPSON.

Medical Examiner, Rurus W. SPRAGUE.

Purchasing Officer, CHARLES A. STRAW.

Storekeeper, GroreE R. KN1GHT.

Foreman of Hose and Harness Shop, PATrick B.
HaANNON.

CLERKS.

Wm. E. Delano, M. J. Lafferty, Geo. F. Murphy, James P.
Maloney, D. J. Quinn.

District Chiefs.

Fire DEPARTMENT.

Superintendent of Fire-alarms
Assistant Superintendent of Fire-

$3,200 per annum.

alarms . 2,000 o»
Consulting FEleetrician . ¥ 800 iy
Superintendent of Repair-shop . 2,000 e
Assistant Snparmwndent of Re-

pairshop 1,600 0
Hydraulic Englnoor 1,400 5
Veterinary Surgeon 2,000 ok
Medical Examiner 600 3¢
Purchasing Officer % 1,600 -
Foreman of Hose and Harness-

shop 1,400 %
Storekeeper . 1,400 &

1 Clerk 1,000 ¢
2 Clerks 1,100 e
1 Clerk 1,200 b
Y . : 1,500 AL
11 District Chiefs 2,000 e
54 Captains 1,600 e
63 Lieutenants 1,400 G
43 Enginoers 1,300 13
43 Assxstxnt hngmeeu 1,200 e
2 5 900 o3
441 Permanent men.

308 at . . s 5 1,200 3
51 at 1,100 2
42 at 1,000 (o
40 at 5 900 &%

88 Call men.
at . . . 325 3
20 at 250 8
67 at . 200 %
1 Driver for Cluef ol Deput,-

ment .
2 Drivers for Assistant Clxlefs,
11 Drivers for District Chiefs
2 Watchmen . .
2 Hostlers, average .

1.95 per day.
175 =
126 &

1,000 per annum.

1.98 per day.

6 Operators

Fire-ALARM FORCE,

John F. Ryan, Headquarters, Ladder-house 2.
C. H. W. Pope, “ « 9.
Joseph M. Garrity, & “ 8.
Peter F. McDonough, ! Engine-house 4.
Nathan L. Hussey, “ « 26.
Patrick E. Keyes, - « 3.
John Grady, “ Ladder-house 12.
Edward H. Sawyer, “ « T
Williston A. Gaylord,  « Engine-house 18.
George F. Griffin, “« « 41.
Lewis P. Abbott, “ “ 28.

FORCE AND PAY-ROLL.

Commissioner

$5,000 per annum., (less 74 per cent.)
2 400 " ‘“ “

Secretary X

Chief of Deparhmem 3,500 %
First Assistant Chlet 2,400 P
Second 2,200 S

2 Assistant Opentors

1 Foreman of Constructlon
1 Dynamo man .
17 Repairers, average

1,800 “
2,75 per day.
2.93 &

REPAIR-sSHOP EMPLOYEES.

1 Engineer Y $3.00 per day.
1 Assistant Engineer 900 per annum.
1 Painter . . 3.75 per da.y
1 Painter . 2. oy
2 Wheolwrlghts 3‘1 ¥
“

4 Machinists
2 ‘o

2 Blacksmiths
1 Blacksmlr.h
1

2 Blscksmlth‘a helpers
4 Laborers, average

&8 Total force.

82gka38Ra:

3.
8.
3.
2.
2.
2.

$1,600 per annum,
1,200 s

(less T4 per cent.)

“ “
w“ “

“ “

“ “

(less 5 per cent.)
(less '7# per cent. )
It

(less 5 per cent.)
(less T} per cent.)
“ “

(less 5 per cent,
(less 7% per cent.,
“ o

(less 5 per cent.)
“w m
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FIrE DISTRIOTS.
The city is divided into twelve fire districts, as follows:

f» District 1.
I All that part of Boston known as East Boston.

District 2.
All that part of Boston formerly known as Charlestown.

District 3.

!

{

i The territory bounded on the north and east by the water
front, on the south by Summer street, and on the west by

5 Washington and Charlestown streets.

i

District 4.

The territory bounded on the north by the Charles river,
on the east by Charlestown and Washington streets, on the
'-i south by winter, Park and Beacon streets, and on the west
k by the Charles river and Berkeley street.

Distriet 5.

The territory bounded on the north by Beacon, Park,
| Winter and Summer streets, on the east by Fort Point
f channel, on the south and west by Broadway, Way, Motte,
il Castle and Ferdinand streets, Columbus avenue and Berke-
ley street.

District 6. 3

Kl All that part of Boston known as South Boston, and run-
Jt! ning south as far as Dorset and Locust streets.

District 7.

The territory bounded on the north by Berkeley street,
Columbus avenue, Ferdinand, Castle, Motte and Way
streets and Broadway, on the east by Fort Point channel
and South bay, on the south by Massachusetts avenue, and
on the west by the Charles river.

q
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District 8.

The territory bounded on the north by the Charles river
and Massachusetts avenue, on the east by Washington street,
on the south by Atherton and Mozart streets, Chestnut
avenue, Sheridan and Centre streets, Hyde square, Perkins,
Catalpa and Castleton streets, across Jamaicaway to the
Brookline line, and on the west by the Brookline line,
Beacon and Deerfield streets.

Distriet 9.

The territory bounded on the north by Massachusetts
avenue, South bay, Dorset and Locust streets, on the east
by Dorchester bay, on the south by Freeport, Hancock,
Bowdoin, and Quiney streets, Columbia road, and on the
west by Seaver street, Columbus avenue and Washington
street.

Distriet 10.

That part of Dorchester bounded on the north by Seaver
street, Columbia road, Quincy, Bowdoin, Hancock, and
Freeport streets, on the east by Dorchester bay, on the
south by the Neponset river and the Hyde Park line, and on
the west by Harvard street and Blue Hill avenue.

Distriet 11,

" All that part of Boston known as Brighton, and extending
east as far as Deerfield and Beacon streets.

District 12.

All that part of Boston known as West Roxbury, bounded
on the north by a line from the Brookline line across Jamaica-
way to Castleton street, through Castleton, Catalpa and Per-
kins streets, Hyde square, Centre and Sheridan streets,
Chestnut avenue, Mozart and Atherton streets, Columbus
avenue and Seaver street, on the east by Blue Hill avenue
and Harvard street, on the south by the Hyde Park and
hD;dlmm lines, and on the west by the Newton and Brookline

es.

In all cases where streets are designated as boundaries,
the centre of the street will be the dividing line.
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ASSIGNMENT OF DISTRICTS.
Each district is placed under the charge of a District

FIrE DEPARTMENT.

Houses. — Continued.

Location. N"in"fo{”‘ Oceupled by.
Chief, as follows : ’
RIVEr street. ... oveiviiaiiansinraranias 1,886 | Engine 10,
COMPANTES IN DISTRICTS. Saratoga and Byron streets, Eas
. T RS Y G ston 10,000 Engine 11 and Combination 4,
District. | Chief in Commana. =5 | =k |g8] & 7320 | Englne12.
Engines. §'§1 :% E= g' £Z Cabot street. . 4,582 | Engine 13,
:5'” g~ | E8 g o Oentrs street... vivaie 2iisiiuessiue 5718 | Engine 14.
= il = D BVORUDI L35 330 5u0s v wa st 2,843 Engine 15,
Liosnerasas Joln K. Ryan........ 5,49, 11, 40 7 *2 4 River street, Dorchester District...... 12,786 | Engine 16 and Ladder 6.
Bt C. H.W. Pope ..... 3 27, 82, 86 9 *9 57 Meeting House Hill, Dorchester Digt.| 9,450 Em}a “:7 and Ladder-house 7 on
B + ... Joseph M. Garrity. .. 8,25,81,44 |........ *8 14 .
| Peter F. McDonougY, “4,6,10 L1 T e 1 Harvard street, Dorchester Distriet.. 10,225 Engine 18.
Nathan L. Huse. .. 7,426, 95 9 1 Norfolk street, s 7,688 Engine 19,
John A. Mullen. . ©1,2, 15, 88, 89, 43 8 ETY ot etrect, ¥ #0%0. || Bnglnsdo.
Patrick E. Keyes +3,22, 58 o] 81818 )...... i 2 Columbia road, d 9,355 Englne 21.
S .| Joim Gragy.......... 18,14,87 | 812 o1 ,‘ DArtmouth Sreet. .. .. .oovesssisasnie 4488 | Eugine s,
9.0eveesn.| Edward 1L Sawyer.. 2,202, 10 | ol S G || Poetusts
SRR Williston A.Gaylord, 16,17, %18,19,20 |........ 61 1 Corner Warren and Quiney streets. 4,186 Engine 24,
an | Gedrnem-arin. .. 29,84, *41 8 1n | Fort Hill square........ sevnsis 4,175 Engine 25, Ladder 8 and Ladder 14,
2. .| Lewis P, Abbott..... *28, 80, 42, 45 5 10, 16 | . 5,623 | Engine 26 and Engine 85.
izs ! Elm street, Charlestown District...... 2,600 Engine 27.
* Headquarters of District Chief, Centre street, West Roxbury District,| 10,877 | Engine 28 and Ladder 10,
Chestuut Hill ave., Brighton District,| 14,858 Engine 20 and Ladder 11,
The following property is in charge of the Fire Com- Centre street, West Roxbury District,| 12,251 | Engine 80.
missioner : Bunker Hill st., Charlestown District,| 8,158 | Engine 82.
Houses. Corner Boylston and Hereford sts.... 5,646 Engine 83 and Ladder 15,
Western avenue, Brighton........ saava 4,687 Engine 34.
Monument st., Charlestown District. . 5,608 Enginve 36 and Combination 5.
Location. No‘.: {B;.eet Dpfupled s Cor, Longwood and Brookline aves.. 5,400 En:ne 37 and Chemical 3.
Congress street 4,000 | Engine 38 and Engine 39,
Dorchester street 5,098 Engine 1. Sumner street, East Boston a 4,010 Engine 40.
Corner of O and Fourth streets. 4,000 Engine 2. Harvard avenue, near Cambridge st.,
Bristol street and Harrison avenue... 4,000 | Engine 3 and Ladder 3. Brighton District................... 6112 | Engine 41 and Chemical 6.
Bulfinch street........coee oo vanns 6,008 Engine 4, Chemical 1 and Tower 1. 848 Engliis 43 40 ONenIcAL 5:
Marion street, East Boston. . ...... 1,647 | Engines. 5133 | Engine 48 and Combination 8.
Leverett street. was 2,269 Engine 6.
Bast street 1,898 Engine 7. 14,729 Engine 45 and Ladder 16,
BAlEm BEBOb: <o evvvoae i 2,568 Engine 8. 8,412 | Chemical Engine 2.
Paris street, Bast Boston. ........... 4,720 | Engine 9 and Ladder 2. 889 | Chemical Engine 4.
; e w3 i ———
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16 Ciry DocumexT No. 13. FIRE DEPARTMENT. 17
B New ApparaTUs PUrRCHASED DURING THE YEAR.
= s )
i § SERRRERERRER g g % 2 combination chemical and ladder trucks.
! S 2 o el 4 pairs 35-gallon chemical tanks.
G 5 Y 1 combination steel Babeock chemical and hose-wagon.
[ 3 2 e 2 large sized hose-wagons.
@ o B BB e g : Hosk.
8 o T g S g
E E & g g E £ F i Amount of hose purchased and condemned during the year:
G, 080 TR ;.; N Purchaged. Condemned.
: = & Leading cotton, 6,000 feet. 7,750 feet.
| 2 < 3 7] “ rubber, 2,000 ¢ 1,050 *«
s 1 251 = S g Chemical, 2,000 400 ¢
| = \n i | B Suction, 128 104
{ g SREC E 2 5 E ‘ ———
=3 - 8 Totals, 10,128 ¢ 9,304 ¢
g ) S G VMY
g E Amount of hose in use and in storehouse, February 1, 1899 :
T d 8 3 S ."? In use. In storehouse.
e : A 210, @ ; : Leading cotton, 76,750 feet 11,600 feet
B B g » & ] g " ubber, 8,800 3,200
S i 13 y E B % K Chemical, 8400 s¢ 500 ¢
a |l B - - R | | s Suction, DU ¢ 244
2 -] s | o
3 E : D 5 3 ; Totals, 94,886 ¢ 15,544 ¢
[: ﬁ E; 5 = « :
f L AR S z : I
2 £ 2 2 : ORSES.
S =] & ° & A Purchased during the year 3 g - 61
S T ARG g : Sold or exchanged . . i « AT |
Jn i A &4 £ : Died 5 3 / 4 5 : 8
E 2 g H 2 g g 2 Killed for cause 3 4 5 B !
E g é s 8 4 2 3 Number in the depurtment. " 5 . 885
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Fire DEPARTMENT. 19

Causes of Fires and Alarms from February 1, 1898, to

February 1, 1899.
Alarms, accidental, automatic 73
¢ false 3 X ¥ 26
¢« out-of-city 10
Ashes, hot, in wooden receptacle 5 3 % 27
Back draft . . A . » . . 2
Boiling over of fat or tar 5 . v A 33
Bonfires, grass, rubbish. ete. . 179
Careless use of lamps, candles, ete. 4 35
s ¢ ¢ pipes and cigars in zmokxng 47
Chimneys, soot burning . . 95
ge defective . 3 2 X 5 5 i 17
L overheated . 5 § . 5 ’ : 4
0 collapse of . 5 5 5 5 . . 1
Clothes too near stove . . . 5 o . » 11
Collapse of buildings . = . - v ‘ v 1
Defective flue . . . v 3 3 3 11
¢ stove-pipe . . 4 . . . A 3
‘. grate or ﬂre-plwe g : . S 3 s 8
¢ furnace . ‘ . A . . > 2
“ sprmkler . . . . S A . 3
Flectnc motor igniting car . . . g . 17
A s % 5 65
Exploslon a.nd ignmon of chemieals X . ¥ . 9
Fireworks . . . & 3 4 37
Friction 5 5 - - 3 : 5 5 f 1
Fumigating . . . . . v . . 4 4
Gas, explosion of . . . v . 3 y 9
¢ ignition of leaky plpes ’ . . . s 3 9
¢ jet setting fire A 5 5 5 . /i ’ 59
Ignition of dust in blower . 5 3 : 8 9 4
Incendiary . . . . 26
& supposed . 18
Lamp, explosion . 67
¢ upsetting and breukmg 104
Light mistaken for fire . 5 > 3 8 J 15
Lightning . . 5 5 . : % . 3 2
Matches and rats . ¥ ¢ 2 : 5 . 30
ol ¢ children 78
¢ careless use of . Y ; ¢ o 11308
Monkey throwing sawdust in lnmp . . ‘ v 1
Naphtha, careless use of, and ignition . 2 y 2 24
Oil stove ¢« s explosion . 72

Gas stove “ (AL T Y ‘e
Plastering, drying .
Overheated boiler or steam-pxpe
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