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HISTORY.
CHIEFS OF DEPARTMENT.
1826-1828.

FIRE COMMISSIONERS.
*1874-1876.  Alfred P. Rockwell.
1877-1879. David Chamberlain.
1879-1883. John F. Fitzgerald.
1883-1885. Henry W. Longley.
1885-1886. John E. Fitzgerald.
1886-1895. Robert G. Fitch.
1895-1905. Henry 8. Russell.

1905. Patrick J. Kennedy.
(Acting February 17—March 20.)
1905-1908. Benjamin W. Wells.

1908-1910. Samuel D. Parker.

1910. Francis M. Carroll.
(Acting May 27—September 16.)
1010-1912. Charles C. Daly.

1912-1914. Charles H. Cole.
1914-1919.  John Grady.
1919-1921.  John R. Murphy.

1921-1922. Joseph P. Manning.
(Acting Nov. 8, 1921—April 1, 1922.)
1922. William J. Casey.
(Acting April 1—August 24.)
1922-1925. Theodore A. Glynn.

1926. Thomas A. Sullivan.
(Acting January 26—July 6.)

1926-1930. Eugene C. Hultman.
1930-1933. Edward F. MeLaughlin.

1933, Eugene M. MeSweeney.
(October 16, 1933—January 5, 1934.)
1934-1938. Edward F. McLaughlin.

1938-1945. William Arthur Reilly.

1945-1946. John 1. Fitzgerald
(June 7, 1945—January 7, 1946.)

1946~ Russell 8. Codman, Jr.

1829-1835.
1836-1853.
1854-1855.
1856-1865.
1866-1874.
1874-1884,
1884-1901.
1901-1906.

1906-1914.

1914,

1914-1919.
1919-1922.
1922-1924.
1925-1930.
1930-1936.

1936-1946.

1946-

Samuel D. Harris.
Thomas C. Amory.
William Barnicoat.
Elisha Smith, Jr.
George W. Bird.
John S. Damrell.
William A. Green.
Louis P. Webber.
William T. Cheswell.
John A. Mullen.
John Grady. (1 day.)
Peter F. McDonough.
Peter E. Walsh.

John O. Taber.
Daniel F. Sennott.
Henry A. Fox.
Samuel J. Pope.

Napeen Boutilier.

* Provious to 1874, the Boston Fire Department was in charge of the Chief Engineer.
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ANNUAL REPORT

OF THE

FIRE DEPARTMENT

FOR THE YEAR 1946.

Bosrox, January 2, 1947,

Ho~. James M. CuURLEY,
Mayor of Boston.

DeARr Sir,— I have the honor to submit herewith a
report of the activities of the Boston Fire Department
and the Electrical Inspection Division for the year
ending December 31, 1946.

Shortly after my appointment as Fire Commissioner
I made an inspection of the entire fire fighting force,
together with the branch divisions of the department.
As a result of this examination it was evident that the
operating efficiency of the department was badly handi-
capped by lack of replacements with respect to appa-
ratus, as well as the fact that a substantial percentage
of the men had not received their usual basic training.
Furthermore, no repairs or alterations of any conse-
quence had been made in most of the fire stations, with
the result that members were living under substandard
conditions. Subsequently, a more complete examina-
tion revealed the fact that many of the fire stations were
structually unsafe, resulting in the closing of Engine 10’s
house at the corner of Mt. Vernon and River streets,
Back Bay.

It was obvious that these conditions would necessi-
tate an expensive building program as well as a large
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outlay of money to purchase new apparatus in order to
restore the department to a proper standard. Moderni-
zation and training were to be the keynote for the
ensuing years. From the moment that these condi-
tions were brought to your attention I am glad to say
that your Honor applied himself with diligence and
foresight to appropriate necessary funds for new equip-
ment and promote a much-needed building program.

Since the beginning of your administration con-
siderable progress has heen made. Contracts have been
let for sixteen new pumpers; eight hose wagons; six
aerial ladder trucks; three rescue wagons; lighting
plants, and miscellaneous small cars, representing a
total outlay of approximately $550,000.

Money was also appropriated in the sum of $300,000
for extensive repairs and alterations now in progress in
the following stations:

Engine 1, 119 Dorchester street, South Boston . . . . $28,111
Engine 22, 70 Warren avenue, Boston . . . . . . 39,751
Engine 24, 434 Warren street, Roxbury . . . . . 30,310
Engine 46, 1884 Dorchester avenue, Dorchester AT 26,803

Bids were received for repairs at Engine 41 and
Engine 14, but owing to the lateness of the season it
was felt advisable to defer this work until March, 1947.

Four hundred and fifty thousand dollars has been
approved for the construction of new fire stations, and
it is proposed to erect a new fire station on the site of
present Engine 10 and a double company fire station
at a new site on city-owned land on the corner of
Charter and Hanover streets, North End, to take the
place of Engine 8, 133 Salem street, and to also house
Ladder 1, now at Bowdoin square. A new station is
contemplated at Washington and La Grange streets,
West Roxbury, on land now owned by the city.

The Fire Department is in urgent need of a first-class
fireproof construction garage. The present building on
Wareham street, housing the fire alarm construction
force, is structurally unsafe and should have been con-
demned a long time ago. Small car maintenance is
conducted at a garage at 172-176 Blue Hill avenue.
A new lease between the city and the new owner of
this property guarantees a tenancy for the city until
such time as the city can provide a new garage. Of
necessity, new construction has been deferred on
account of restrictions by the Civilian Production

FIrE DEPARTMENT. 3
Administration of the Federal Government. It is
expected, however, that new work may begin early
next year.

With respect to the department’s personnel, much
progress has been made in elevating the standard of
efficiency. The following schools were re-established
during the current year: Drill School; Pump School;
Telegraphers’ School. The Fire College for officers was
opened April 8, and instruction in all phases of fire-
fighting will be progressively accelerated.

Much emphasis has been made on enlarging the
work of the Fire Prevention Division. Qualified officers
have been assigned to cover special investigations
such as:

Homes for the aged.

Day nurseries.

Hospitals; together with the conduct of special
drills in same.

4. Hotels.

Early in the year, upon my recommendation, the
City Fire Department took over the fire station at Long
Island Hospital. A permanent fire company has been
established there. Reference is also made to the estab-
lishment of a Fire Marshal, with an adequate corps of
inspectors, at the City Hospital. This detail provides
a day and night inspection and protection service for
the institution.

Fire District No. 3, which was deactivated during the
war, was re-established early in June in order to provide
better protection for the U. S. Naval Base in South
Boston, where many of the Navy’s airplane carriers
are now in storage. This proved to be a judicious move,
as the area was subjected to a three-alarm fire in July
which might have resulted in a conflagration had not
the City Fire Department been able to make an imme-
diate response and control and extinguish the fire.

The city has purchased two Navy mine sweepers,
which are now in the process of being reconverted into
fireboats. The city has executed a contract with the
General Ship and Engine Works, Inc., in the amount of
$168,000, and it is hoped that these ships will be in
service by June, 1947. When these ships are put in
service Boston will have the most modern and effective
fireboat fleet of its size in the country.
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