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the department proceeded to induct 500 new men,
the number authorized by Your Honor. Inasmuch
as the Civil Service Commission was unable to furnish
a certified list of appointees for probationary appoint-
ment it became necessary for the department to induct
500 provisional firemen and process them through the
medical and physical tests set up by our own organ-
ization with the assistance of the Health Department
of the city. It was not until the end of February that
the processing period was finished.

Under the severe handicap of winter conditions
outdoor drill schools had to be established. In order
to accelerate the period of training a work week of
sixty-eight hours was established for all provisional
firemen. With the approval of Your Honor an addi-
tional hundred provisional firemen were added to the
department strength early in July, 1947. Every measure
possible has been taken to train all provisional firemen
in their respective duties. Instruction in all phases
of firefighting with emphasis on the use of water fog
and foam were made available, not only to the provi-
sional members but to the permanent personnel of
the department through the Firefighting School estab-
lished in South Boston by means of the facilities placed
at our disposal by the United States Navy.

As this report is being written the Civil Service
Commission of the Commonwealth has forwarded a
certified list of names for permanent appointment to
the department which will necessitate the dropping of
approximately 385 provisional men. Fortunately a
large percentage of these men have qualified for perma-
nent appointment and are on the present certified
list. However, as a result of a checking of the list it
appears that the department will be compelled to
induct approximately 150 new men at this time and
furthermore be compelled to conduet drill schools
again this year under the handicaps of winter conditions.
It is my opinion that the personnel of the firefighting
force cannot be properly stabilized until well along
into 1948. Furthermore, the department will lose the
benefit of the additional twenty work hours per week
given to the department by provisional men inasmuch
as all members on probation will be entitled to the
provisions of the forty-eight-hour work week. This
reduction in working hour alone is equivalent to the
loss of 162 men in the firefighting force.

Fire DEPARTMENT. 3

With respect to equipment and renovations and
alterations in old fire stations, a much brighter picture
can be presented. During 1946 the sum of $300,000
was appropriated for much needed extensive repairs
and alterations in old fire stations. This money was
allocated to seven fire houses as listed below, and with
the exception of Engine 33’s house the work is all but
completed:

Fire Cost of Contractor.

Station.  Alterations.
Engine 1  $27,866 00 M. Solimando
Engine 22 45,761 22 J. S. Kelliher Company
Engine 24 32,946 40 M. Solimando
Engine 33 58,343 46 J. A. Singarella Company
Engine 14 24,608 46 Rossano Construction Company
Engine 41 26,381 31 J. 8. Kelliher Company
Engine 46 32,493 97 Construction Units, Inc.

The sum of $450,000 was appropriated for the con-
struction of new fire stations. The firm of J. A. Sing-
arella Company was awarded a contract in the
amount of $122,900 for the construction of a new fire
station at Mt. Vernon and River streets, Back Bay.
The old building has been removed, but on account of
foundation problems in connection with the abutters
there has been a delay in the erection of the new station.

Another contract was awarded to Construction Units,
Inec., for a new station at the corner of Charter and
Hanover streets, in the amount of $193,602.21, to house
Engine 8 and Ladder 1. This work is progressing satis-
factorily and it is anticipated that the building should
be completed early next April.

The department is in need of a first-class fireproof
construction garage. The present building on Wareham
street housing the Fire Alarm construction force, in my
opinion, is structurally unsafe and should be condemned.
Small car maintenance is conducted in a garage leased
by the city at 172-176 Blue Hill avenue. ;

The main repair shop of the department at 70 Bristo
street is inadequate in construction and design to take
care of the vast amount of repair work necessary in a
modern fire department.

In 1946 Your Honor authorized an expenditure of
approximately $550,000 for the purchase of new equip-
ment. Delivery of all equipment ordered, with the
exception of six aerial ladder trucks, was made during
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TOTAL NUMBER OF ALARMS TRANSMITTED. SUMMARY OF ALARMS DURING 1947 FROM BOSTON AUTO-
2 o Wh.'; S Rnded) MATIC FIRE ALARM COMPANY, AMERICAN DISTRICT
(Foriich Avparsns-Responded. TELEGRAPH COMPANY, GENERAL ALARM COMPANY.

| 1945. | 1946. | 1947, g
g
£
First alarms (bOXes). ..« c.uevneennrunennnnnennsnnnsens 8,546 | 10,400 | 8,608 8 ) ;s’ g
(TR Ay B O e .| 4467 | 6500 | 6408 é g nﬂg B
-, =
Total alarms — Boston only . .......couvneen St 13,013 | 16,999 | 15,108 T PH SE
g
Mutual aid 61 85 83 §§ éé gg
Total alarms. . . 13,074 | 17,084 | 15,189 & =2 3
Alarms received from citizens by telephone. ............ .| 4,056 5,688 5,553 Alarms transmitted by Company to Fire Alarm Head-
QUATEOEB. i v v oinivaaasvesabanssaasnenswiaeeasae 214 118 53
Per cent of total alarms. . ......oceiinicniiccioinarennan 31.0 33.4 36.6
City box alarms transmitted after Company nlsrm
Total false alarms. . . .oovvvvvararanns sessssevenee velewas 2,356 2,628 2,036 had been transmitted. ........c0000ninisiarans 180 99 39
Per cent of total alarms. .... TP eSS OB AR SRS 18.0 15.3 13.4 Company box alarm transmitted, no City bex alarm
5 ¥ transmitted. ... ... iiiiiiiiiiniinnaeneiaenae 30 16 13
Total boz alarms transmitted since April 28, 1852, through
December 31, 1947. sfadisetad 330,054% Cempany alarm transmitted, City box pulled by citi-
zen after Company l]nrm ransmitted, City box
= - transmitted 4 3 1
* First,alarm raceived at 8.25 p. m. on April 29, 1852,
Company slarm received after still alarm or City
box alarm, and therefore not transmitted......... 3 11 2
ANALYSIS OF STILL ALARMS RECEIVED AND TRANSMITTED.
ANALYSIS OF FALSE ALARMS.
1945, | 1946. | 1947,
5 1945, 1946. 1947,
Received from citizens by telephone 4,056 | 5688 | 5,553
Received from Police Department. 664 976 858 Box alarms received and transmitted. 2,267 2,495 1,935
Received from Fire Department. . . 1,268 | 1,611 1,385 “Telephone alarms received for which boz alarms were 38 35 21
Bores received, trentod a8 stills. ... ..vveevrrreiieeres a2| 108 58 Barisiided
% Bost —
Emergency calls treated as stills.. .. ...oeveeeeiuunns voo|  s24| seo| oeo il kel [ s i ! :
Received from Boston Automatic*... 253 214 214 A. D. T. alarms received for which boz alarms were —_ 2 2
Received from A. D. T.* 120 17| s i
Received from G. A, C.*. 65 70 53 G. u': nE alamu received for which boz alarms were — —_ —
Total f: i - 2
(e Ll I B R S R 7.301 0,680 9,208 mitm:il?e alarms for which boz alarms were trans. 2,306 2,632 1,959
Deoucr. Bozx alarms received, treated as still alarms (no box 23 37 44
Still alarms received for which bor alarms were pulled after, transmitted).
and box alarm transmitted.........ooiiiaiiiiiiiiiiias 03 216 191 — ; O 2
elephone alarms received, treat still 2 22 33
Still alarms received for which bor alarms were transmitted, | 2741 | 2,865 | 2,519 box transmitted). rt i =
Total false alarms to which a) tus responded. 2,356 2,501 2,036
Net total still alarms.. . 4,467 | 6,599 6,498 Adiasedtin - cd:ptr:' o g
& jacen alarms received for which no action was 7 15 4
Mutual Aid alarms. .. ovvverneeninnnns 61 8 83 taken. i "

* Does not include nlarms received after still alarm or after City box alarms, in which
case no action was take:

Nore.—Net total still_alarms indicates number of alarms for which apparatus was dis-
patched by telephone without box nlnrm and alarms for which private company box only
was t mmmlt(e:rmthout City box alarm.
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SUMMARY OF ALARMS

MULTIPLE ALARM FIRES.
ACCORDING TO DAY OF WEEK — 1947.

‘ 1944, | 1945. | 1946. | 1947,
Number | Average
Boxes. | Stille* | Total. of Days Per
Two Alarms. . 30 61 54 49 in Year. Day.
Three Alarms..... .. 13 12 24 15
Fo\;r Alarms....... 0 4 Ly o H153 v L4
Five Alasios 3 0 0 1,263 1,038 2,301 52 4.3
1,239 952 2,191 53 41.3
g (- A S S e R 55 I 78 l 82 71 1,248 958 2,206 52 42.4
1,279 981 2,260 52 43.5
1,333 939 2,272 52 43.7
SUMMARY OF MULTIPLE ALARM FIRES s et [ R (RO e
ACCORDING TO THE MONTHS FOR THE YEAR 1947. PN IR N TG T X EIRD
Two Three Four Five # : ;
Alarms. | Alarms. | Alurms. | Alarms. | T4 o B e b e Lok Intide e g lacmes T
All alarms for Mutual Aid have been included under Still Alarms.
2 2 1 0 5
8 1 0 0 9
. A 4 > B SUMMARY OF ALARMS
ACCORDING TO TIME OF DAY — 1947.
8 1 0 o 9
5 2 0 9 5 Boxes. | Stills. | Totals.
5 2 1 0 8
1 1 0 0 3
12.00 Mid— 1.00 A. 318 147 165
9 g g 9 i 1.00 A. M.— 200 A. 344 137 481
3 1 0 0 4 200 A. M.— 3.00 A. 180 92 272
3.00 A. Mc— 4.00 A. 99 62 161
- 2 2 9 . 4.00 A. M-— 5.00 A. 90 43 133
5 0 1 0 6 5.00 A. M.— 6.00 A, ) 54 31 85
6.00 A. M.— 7.00 A. 96 54 150
B g 3 g i 7.00 A. M.c— 8.00 A. ] 128 79 207
8.00 A. M.— 9.00 A. 182 167 349
Rotle. o o s e e 49 15 7 0 7 9.00 A. M.— 10.00 A. 231 213 444
10.00 A. M.— 11.00 A. 292 282 574
11.00 A. M.— 12.00 Noon 376 372 748
12.00 Noon — 1.00 P. 417 481 8
1.00 P. M.— 2.00 P. M 489 877
2.00 P. M.— 3.00 P. ) 452 464 916
3.00 P. M.— 4.00 P. 523 166 989
4.00 P. M.— 5.00 P. 677 558 | 1,235
5.00 P. M.— 6.00 P. 737 542 1,279
6.00 P. M.— 7.00 P. 561 430 1
7.00 P. M.— 8.00 P. ) 565 390 955
8.00 P. M.— 9.00 P. N 629 363 992
9.00 P. M.— 10.00 P. ) 556 291 847
10.00 P. M.— 11.00 P. ) 369 239 608
11.00 P. M.— 12.00 Mi 344 189 533
G A A R AT L 8,608 | 6,581 | 15,189



































































