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HISTORY.

FIRE COMMISSIONERS.
*1874-1876. Alired P. Rockwell.
1877-1879. David Chamberlain.
1879-1883. John E. Fitzgerald.
1883-1885. Henry W. Longley.
1885-1886. John E. Fitzgerald.
1886-1895. Robert G. Fitch.
1895-1905. Henry S. Russell.

1905. Patrick J. Kennedy.
(Acting February 17—March 20.)
1905-1908. Benjamin W. Wells.

1908-1910. Samuel D. Parker.

1910. Francis M. Carroll.
(Acting May 27—September 16.)

1910-1912. Charles C. Daly.
1912-1914. Charles H. Cole.
1914-1919. John Grady.
1919-1921. John R. Murphy.

1921-1922. Joseph P. Manning.
(Acting Nov. 8, 1921—April 1, 1922.)
1922. William J. Casey.
(Acting April 1—August 24.)
1922-1925. Theodore A. Glynn.

1926. Thomas A. Sullivan.
(Acting January 26—July 6.)

1926-1930. Eugene C. Hultman.
1930-1933. Edward F. McLaughlin.

1933. Eugene M. McSweeney.
(October 16, 1933—January 5, 1934.)
1934-1938. Edward F. McLaughlin.

1938-1945. William Arthur Reilly.

1945-1946. John I. Fitzgerald.
(June 7, 1945—January 7, 1946.)

1946— Russell 8. Codman, Jr.

CHIEFS OF DEPARTMENT.
1826-1828.

1829-1835.
1836-1853.
1854-1855.
1856-1865.
1866-1874.
1874-1884.
1884-1901.
1901-1906.
1906-1914.

1914,

1914-1919.
1919-1922.
1922-1924.
1925-1930.
1930-1936.
1936-1946.
1946-1948,

1948

Samuel D. Harris.
Thomas C. Amory.
William Barnicoat.
Elisha Smith, Jr.
George W. Bird.
John S. Damrell.
William A. Green.
Louis P. Webber.
William T. Cheswell.
John A. Mullen.

John Grady. (1 day.)
Peter F. McDonough.
Peter E. Walsh.

John O. Taber.
Daniel F. Sennott.
Henry A. Fox.
Samuel J. Pope.
Napeen Boutilier.
John F. McDonough.

*Previous to 1874, the Boston Fire Department was in charge of the Chief Engineer.

[DocumeNnT 12— 1950.]

ANNUAL REPORT

OF THE

FIRE DEPARTMENT

FOR THE YEAR 1949.

Bosrox, January 3, 1950.
Hox. Joux B. HynEs,
Mayor of Boston.
DEeAr Sir:

I have the honor to submit herewith a report of the
activities of the Boston Fire Department and the
Electrical Inspection Division for the year ending
December 31, 1949.

During the period covered by this document Mg.
RusseLL S. Copman, Jr., was Fire Commissioner.

Respectfully submitted,

MicuaEL T. KELLEHER,
Fire Commissioner.
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SECTION 1-—THE FIRE DEPARTMENT.

SPECIAL COMMENTS.
A. PERSONNEL.

The following changes in personnel of the fire force
occurred during the year: twenty-three (23) retirements,
thirteen (13) deaths, and five (5) resignations. The
promotions were ten (10) deputy chiefs, ten (10) dis-
trict chiefs, twenty (20) captains, and forty-nine (49)
lieutenants. One hundred and thirty-eight (138) new
men were appointed, and four (4) privates were rein-
stated.

B. APPARATUS AND MOTOR VEHICLES.

The following major apparatus was purchased and
delivered during the year:
4 85-foot Aerial Ladder Trucks (Ladder 5, 7, 13, 26)
6 65-foot Junior Aerial Ladder Trucks (Ladder 16, 21, 27,
28, 29, 31)
2 Hose Wagons
4 Tractors (Ladder 3, 4, 8. One tractor assigned to Ladder 1
is not in service yet.)
2 Packard Automobiles (Chief of Department and Fire Pre-
vention Division)
16 Ford Automobiles (Commissioner, Assistant Superintendent
of Fire Alarm Division and fourteen districts)
6 Ford Pickup Trucks (Maintenance Division)

In addition the following apparatus was contracted
for during the year:
1 65-foot Junior Aerial Ladder Truck
3 85-foot Aerial Ladder Trucks
3 Cardox Wagons (high pressure fog nozzle)

C. BUILDING PROGRAM.

The new fire station for Engine 10, Mt. Vernon and
River streets, Back Bay, was completed on June 1, 1949.

The new fire station for Engine 55, Washington street
and Ferncliff avenue, West Roxbury, was completed on
July 11, 1949.

A contract was awarded on November 22, 1949, in
the amount of $126,790, for the construction of a fire

Fire DepARTMENT. 3

station at Blackinton and Ashley streets, East Boston’
where it is proposed to place in service a new engine
company, No. 56, when the building is ready for occu-
pancey.

A contract was awarded on December 30, 1949, in
the amount of $1,684,932, for the construction of a Fire
Department Headquarters and Maintenance Garage
Building, on Southampton street. This building, when
completed, will also house the Fire Alarm Division
Repair Shop and Engine 23 and Water Tower 2.

On January 25, 1949, the old fire station at 133 Salem
street, formerly occupied by Engine 8, was abandoned
and turned over to the Public Buildings Department.

On August 30, 1949, Engine 44 (fireboat company)
house and dock at 18 Northern avenue, was abandoned
by the Fire Department and turned over to the Public
L}ull_dmgs Department. The personnel of fireboat,
Engine 44, are now housed at 531 Commercial street in
quarters formerly occupied by fireboat, Engine 31.
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EXECUTIVE ORGANIZATION.
BOSTON FIRE DEPARTMENT.
1949,

Fire Commissioner, RusseLL S. CopMmaN, JR.

Ezecutive Secretary, WiLLiaMm D. SLATTERY. IN MEMORIAM.
Deaths of Active Members During 1949.
Medical Examiner, MarTIN H. SpELLMAN, M.D. : TN R e e AT

Name. | Rank. Company.

Chief of Department, Jorx F. McDoNoUGH.

February 16 | William J. Tierney Hoseman. ......| Engine Company 9.

Superintendent of Maintenance Division, WALTER C. February 26.... | Charles W. Nicholson. ... Sa ervisor
GLYNN. Dairs.. . ......| Maintenance Divialon.
June p .| Philip S, Bates ..| Captain........| Engine Company 18,
Nupfr{ntemlml of Fire Alarm Division, Avserr L. Fiiia Frask J Ax | Auto Mechanic, | Maintenance Division.
O’Baxiox. July 5.....| William F. Ryan........| Lieutenant Ladder Company 28,
Deputy Chief in Charge of Fire Prevention Division, i 3 i ‘,“Thumpw”” I‘f"g?"m '”fgh P‘mm"#n‘fc"'
esdiRae By August  30.....| James F. Hoban.........| Engineer | High Pressure Service.
September 7.....| Herbert C. Collins.......| Captain Engine Company 16,
Superintendent, Electrical Inspection Division, BERNARD September 15.. ... | Peter V. Costello Hoseman Engine Company 44.
B. WHELAN. October  18.....| Timothy J. Quinls y Engine Company 4

October 23 .| John T, Mullins. .
Engine Company 23,

October  25..... Distriet Chief, . .| District 5.

Awarded “John E. Fitzgerald Medal” during 1949.
Ladderman WirLiam W. Austin, Ladder Company 26.

November 6 .++.| Captain Engine Company

November 8.... . Engineer | High Pressure Service.

|
November 8.. District Chief. . .| District 13.

Awarded “Walter Scott Medal for Valor” during 1949.
Hoseman Epwarp A. Copair, Engine Company 22.
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Summary — Service Reports, 1949, Engine Companies —
COMPARATIVE FIGURES — MAN POWER. Concluded.

(Actually on Rolls.)
rorki Hose

Total Fire Nutinbek ofl Nk o Number of il atad, | T | | WOR | AR

Tman. Fg::‘:‘_‘.‘ ';:'v"‘g ?‘ Apparatus| Lieuten- Nﬁ;‘:’;:‘ District
Upeaoy) R Engine 20.....0.u0un 502 254 66,050 | 106.27 69.06
1,346 T a1 = 57 o i Engine21............ 934 449 102,050 | 179.19 30.11
1,878 1,062 o 152 5 & Engine 22.....c0nees 1,126 576 144,100 | 226.00 20.55
201 1,530 3, oy o o Engine 23....00eveins 98 244 55000 | 369.08 53.07
ot T a5 - o A Engine 24......co..es 956 4350 101,000 | 161.28 21.07
5328 1 5 e o o Engine 25.......cvnn. 336 213 48350 | 114.44 28.13
Engine 26............ 1,149 457 11,150 | 192,10 67.30
D B T S S A o, Docimiions sl G of Doparionst a2 we | e | wew | arso | oo
‘f.uol Pessibier 31: Enghes)., B8, 5T 668 314 72,650 113.00 15.00
Engine 20. . 666 236 45,100 59.10 46.10
Engine 30. . 498 205 92400 | 117.50 41.52
USE OF APPARATUS. Engine 31 (Boat 128 15 6,550 32.05 18.37
Summary — Service Reports, 1949, Engine Companies. Engine 32.. 356 255 40,050 162.41 19.15
Engine 33. . o 735 103 118800 | 200.27 38.07
Usir. e - Wokiog t?%’ Doy Famp Engine 34....oonunn 509 146 47,050 70.00 23.00
i Engine 36............ 336 199 47,150 78.01 33.23
Eagie 1 578 164 47,050 45.51 15:4% Engine 7....uerens. 927 525 120950 | 183.57 30.20
Engine 2 374 213 51,900 96.05 32.07 Bugilo .. - onsivanes s 18 40250 93,95 T
Tiaghio oo 885 414 109,300 175.44 27.42 Engine 40. ........... 263 206 28,200 3437 6.43
o 701 210 62,400 11118 1248 Engine 41............ 647 390 86,000 | 133.24 56.28
Biigton ol 425 180 47,550 80,00 7.5 Engine42............ 041 309 05,600 | 150.20 36.55
Biihne 8, e | as 110 12,900 5191 298 Engine 43..........., 786 362 07,550 | 134.03 31.00
EDgIne Vo ovsvwnssons 301 216 47,150 102.00 16.00 Engine 44 (Boat)....... 7% ¢ 950 8.30 4.09
BRI Bl v sv o s 304 247 48,450 128.13 41.37 Engined5............ 678 331 87,500 132.06 62.34
BRPne D1 .ol U 401 175 58,200 66.23 9.14 Engine 6. .....c.o... 813 314 76,800 903.35 20.19
Engine 10............ 521 121 30,700 84.05 14.52 ! Engine 47 (Boat)...... 225 19 3,600 22.06 13.44
Engine 11...... SR 304 200 57,840 72.12 26.16 Engine 48. 505 a2 91,250 169.00 88.00
Engine 12............ 987 388 96,000 163.00 73.00 Engine 9. 202 178 49,050 90.18 61.00
Boghoe 180 :wansisos 1,110 502 122,950 210.19 50.10 Engine 50. 496 202 48,700 102.06 15.41
Engine 14.....coevnn.| 1,371 543 132,600 | 202.25 40.68 Engine 51... 363 128 38,050 53.08 25.15
Engine 18 v avvosre 534 165 55,940 96.55 15.27 Eogine 52........0. .. a7 a7 59350 .3 16.24
Engine 16. .. 415 227 44,850 109.50 18.24 gine 53.... SRE0 553 234 75,050 112.30 43.10
Engine 17. 06 362 109,200 | 107.32 4118 Enpine Bt siibn o 80 7,060 £3:80 11.38
Eagine 18. 708 57 70,850 it Lk Engine 55, ...... .« L 102 79 28,530 65.57 26.51

Engine 19. 583 305 94800 | 217.22 86.36
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USE OF APPARATUS.
Summary — Service Reports, 1949, Ladder Companies.
it ‘ Alarms ‘ Working | Ladders Used, | Hours
Attended. Fires. Feet. Vork.
Ladder 1... 515 257 5,072 161.36
Ladder 2. 302 267 3,202 87.00
Ladder 3... 875 450 10,436 157.34
Ladderd............. 1,385 676 12,060% 296.07
Ladder 636 230 2,052 65.30
Ladder 6......oounne. 635 310 843% 101.32
Ladder7...co.esnsen- 1,217 467 3,731 196.59
Ladder 8. 495 220 8,977 126.56
Ladder 9 536 260 3315 80.40
Ladder 10........c..e 769 340 2,201 149.09
Ladder 11.. 837 360 4,440 120.56
Ladder 12 1,175 566 16,166 325.13
Ladder 13............ 1,128 101 16,494 240.19
Ladder 14.. 830 458 4,783 154.25
Ladder 15 696 501 11,410 158.07
Ladder 16 773 341 1,705% 143.13
Ladder 17.. 624 300 10,332 187.22
Ladder 18 206 163 4,810 150.32
Ladder 19............ 321 205 2,118 53.00
Ladder 20 920 378 2,578 117.03
273 210 1,500 75.16
502 193 2,420 100.18
1,179 578 9,755% 248.58
Ladder 24........0.0. 568 66 8,838 143.33
Ladder 25 522 220 306* 110.02
Ladder 26.. 905 485 7,316% 162.54
Ladder 27.... 863 357 3,002% 117.59
Ladder 28.. 500 281 1,516* 109.00
Ladder 29 748 383 2,264% 124 .48
Ladder 30. . 1,042 442 5,004 154 .28
Ladder 31.. 457 163 1,365 §2.23
Ladder 32.. 253 146 382 07.36
Ladder33............ 32 30 450 23.05
* Also used hose,

Fire DEPARTMENT.

USE OF APPARATUS.
Summary — Service Reports, 1949, Rescue and Water Tower

13

Companies.

v, i T e
Besous 1i: cies sitins iten snssassmnss 1.316 409* 181.44
Rescue 2. 2,837 650% 691.00
Rescue 3., 071 108* 04.47
r s DRSBTS 14 12 14.52
Tower 2.....ue.. 40 2 0.25
Lighting Plant 1, 419 46 65.30
Lighting PIant 2....oueiveeensenannsn 741 141 244.38
Lighting Plant 8....c..occiieeinannes 702 59 100,26

* Also performed service in various emergencies, accidents, inhalator eases, ete.

COMPARATIVE FIRE DEPARTMENT EXPENDITURES.

A. PERSONAL SERVICE:
Permanent employees
Overtime

B. CONTRACTUAL SERVICES:
Printing and binding .
Advertising and posting
Transportation of persons
Express charges $
Light, heat and pow er
Rent, taxes and water .
Bond and insurance premmms
Communication .

Motor vehicle repalrs and care
Cleaning

Medical

Jxpert.
Fees, service of venires, etc.
Photographic and blueprmtlng
General repairs . .
Miscellaneous services . . .

C. EQUIPMENT:

Machinery . 8 . ‘ .
Electrical AR

Motor vehicles . s
Furniture and l’urmshmgs 2
Offea . . . S

Carried forward . . | .

1948.

$6,602,767 41
1211) 74

1949,

$7,560,955 40
989 82

$6,603,987 15

87,561,945 22

$3,426 34 $3,873 10
21 00 108 30
833 49 692 46
230 00 131 41
47,400 65 49,823 82
20,231 88 20,237 19
1,410 79 120 22
15,110 21 21,479 23
27,060 4 31,620 09
3,572 37 3,810 47
1,313 65 ;
470 00 855 00
1,103 70 527 91
16 657 00
66,987 82 66,137 92
3,380 40 8,060 00
$192,568 76 $209,134 12
$1,279 90 $575 58
12,955 54 18,733 23
— 29,379 62
11,355 14 11,444 89
3,344 03 3,180 74
$28935 51  $63,323 06
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Comparative Fire Department Expenditures — Continued

1948. 1949.
C. Equremext — Continued.

Brought foruxml S : A 5 $28,935 51 $63,323 06
Library . 5 Sl e RS 180 65 209 30
Marine 3 ReAetisN o3 —= 39 86
Tools and mntrumemn 5 3 4 63,122 20 84,628 92
Tires, tubes and accessories . % 12,645 30 10,834 27
Wennug apparel : s A4 88,767 44 65,680 40
Miscellaneous cqulpmeut =0k 7,671 74 5,133 16

$201,322 84 $229,857 97

D. Surpries:
i $18,753 76 $20,027 54
00 2 00

Food and ice ROHY S | 34
Fuel . Fatigt | 115,181 46 98,215 49
Medical, surglcul lubomton AR 891 74 1,023 80
Laumln cleaning, toilet Sa % 5,302 36 4,087 98
Gusolme oil and grease . 2 & 43,531 48 43,336 41
Chemicals and disinfectants . . 18,362 67 4,657 48
Miscellaneous supplies . . . 10,451 60 10 316 81
$212,509 07  $181,667 51
E. MATERIALS:
TR RO SO T $19,160 06 $15,905 26
Machinery il s ) e 64 77 —
Electrical . S & s 30,386 09 27,329 63
Miscellaneous malerml* X f . 57,034 41 64,903 33
$106,645 33 $108,138 22
F. Sreeciarn Itews:
Pensions and annuities . i . $910,680 78  $964,271 20
Workmen’s compensation ARG 1,669 55 1,674 52

$912,3590 33  $065,945 72
Grand totals .. .. 88,319,392 48 $9,256,688 76

FIRE DEPARTMENT REVENUE, 1949.

Permits for storage of mﬂnmmnble fluids, cemﬁcutes of

registration, ete. . 5 s $88,500 50
Sale of badges S Kde (U (S1E. L ANVEREE 8 70
Sale of old condemned hose Sl o A e L et i 49 60
Sale of junk . . P SRR B N, gk 970 52
Miscellaneous sales . e P 954 11
Damage to apparatus and motor vehicles . . . . 2,411 41
Damage to firealarmboxes . . . . . . . 2,209 11

EPAEAYL o S0 ARG 8 S ey g ol e G ST TR
—_—

FIRE ALARM DIVISION.

(15)
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TOTAL NUMBER OF ALARMS TRANSMITTED. SUMMARY OF ALARMS DURING 1949 FROM BOSTON AUTO-
(To Which Apparatus Responded.) b MATIC FIRE ALARM COMPANY, AMERICAN DISTRICT
— e = = TELEGRAPH COMPANY, GENERAL ALARM COMPANY.
1947, I 1948, | 1949,
° 3
- I
First alarms (boxes)......... erestateassssateseasssasans 8,608 8,260 8,977 2 E § =E’-
Still alarms — (net total) 6,498 | 5578 | 7,288 g g '§8 g
Total alarms — Boston only 15,106 | 13,847 | 16,265 26 £ | 22
Mutual aid 83 7 74 : £ 5_5 'g?
< o
OB IR - va o o et s S amcsto kb so kg weio 15,189 | 13,918 | 16,330 5 = g0
< <
Alarms received from citizens by telephone. .. ............ 5,553 4977 5,865 Alarms transmitted by Company to Fire Alarm Hu«d-
Per cent of total alarms. 36.6 | 35.8| 38.2 quarters. 180 % 60
Total false alarms. . 2,036 | 2,120 2,151 Clty bvx ahrmo transmitted after Company alarm had been 150
Per cent of total alarms. 13.4 15.3 13.2 Compln.v Bl u’mmlthd 4 Oh,y box AU 3
T(gnel box'):ln:;;mul,;:gmnﬁtud since April 28, 1852, through B iear: . T 0090 N iR e e &1t 5
T T L R R e O AR i 30,05 2 200
: % 5 : C alarm tr. itted, City box pulled by citizen
R B e R ] Y BRI SRR
* First alarm received at 8.25 rax. on April 20, 1852, Company alarm received ofter sl larim or City bos alarm,
and therefore not transmitf 2 10 3
ANALYSIS OF STILL ALARMS RECEIVED AND TRANSMITTED.
I 1947, ' 1048, I 1949, ANALYSIS OF FALSE ALARMS.
Received from citizens by telephone......... waaen ek "o eh 5,553 4,977 5,865 1947. 1948. 1949,
Received from Police Department. . ........oovuvnennannns 858 729 966
Box alarms received and transmitted.................. ...| 1,985 2,055 2,084
Received from Fire Department. ....ovvvvviveineenneen. 1,385 1,303 1,502
l‘eloplmne alarms received for wlueh boz dnm were Gnn’-
Boxes received, treated as stills... . 58 27 9 {17 D vesevsessssensss vevesesaesnsns . 21 40 35
Emergency calls treated as stills. 969 1,161 1,484 Boston Automatic alarms received for which boz alarms
were transmithed’sCL 0T 0L T SRR 1 1 =
Received from Boston Automatic *. . 214 184 180
A, D T Ahrmmdved(uwhchbunhrmwmum
Received from A, D. T.%. .. ooovvnennn 118 116 98 0000 mitted....eesiececiisiianrasitssscasasssisassianens 2 — 1
Received from Q. A C®. v i veissnsassvisovassabassss 53 86 60 ‘ G. A, tfd alarms received for which boz alarms were trans-
e P R ALY VAT SRS ST, 9,208] 8,583| 10,164 Total false alarms for which box alarms were transmitted. ..| 1,950 2,006 2,120
Bozx alarms received, treated as still alarms (no box trans-
&all nlumsmeex\cdforwhlchboxnlsnmuem mllednlmr, T AR R P P 44 11 4
x alarm traus; 191 83 107
Still alunm received for which 2,519 | 2922 | 2769 Telephone alarms received, treated as atill alarms (no box
transmitted) . 33 22 27
Net total still alarms....... Sasleenevseaee s voos| 6,408 | 5,578 | 7,288 Total false alarms to which apparatus responded. . 2,129 | 2,151
Mutual Aid alarms.......ooevvunnn A s S 83 71 74 Adjacent box alarms received for which no action was taken 4 4 3

* Does not include alarms received after still alarm or after City box alarms, in which
case no action was taken.

Nore.— N:t total still alarms indicates number of alarms for which apparatus was dis-
patched by telephone without box alarm and alarms for which private company box only
‘Was transmiti without City box alarm.
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MULTIPLE ALARM FIRES.

1945. 1946. I 1947, I
61 54 49
12 24 15
5 4 7
0 0 0
TOtA)S, o cooarorvrnnsesnasmrrssrae 78 82 7

SUMMARY OF MULTIPLE ALARM FIRES
ACCORDING TO MONTHS OF THE YEAR —

Pt Dol A

NEEt BN | O e e e 13 aelici— 17
3 g E s

| 1 6

7 Bl 2 9

3 1 -_— 4

5 1 = 6

5 1 - 6

4 BLIE 6

T e 1 "

3 1 = "

| R S 5

8 Al 12

0 N R SR T o 18 2 8

Fire DepPArRTMENT. 21

SUMMARY OF ALARMS

ACCORDING TO DAY OF WEEK — 1949,

Number | Average
Boxes. | Stills* | Total. | of Days | = Per

in Year. | Day.
Monday. . 1330 | 1,007 | 2446 52 47.0
Tuesday . . 1318 | 1008 | 2416 | 52 46.4
Wednesday . . 1,236 994 | 2230 52 2.8
Thursday . 1216 | 1,084 | 2300 52 4.2
Friday . .o 1,174 1,049 2,233 52 42.9
Baturilag; - chiagonis i ss Suie oo 1444 | 1,001 | 2335 53 47.8
Sondey . . el e PRI ST 1,238 039 2,177 52 41.8
TR iilom v b ospion v 8977 | 7862 | 16,330 365 4.8

received from B.A.

A.D.T., or G.A.C., where pnuw company box only was

* Alarms
transmitted without City bos, have been included under Still A

All alarms for Mutual Aid have been included under Still A.armn

SUMMARY OF ALARMS
ACCORDING TO TIME OF DAY — 1949.

Boxes. | Stills. Total.

12.00 Mid.— 1.00 A.x 300 183 483
1.00 A.M.— 2.00 A.M 323 154 477
2.00 A.m.— 3.00 A.m 196 101 207
3.00 An.— 4.00 A.m 107 79 186
4.00 A.M.— 5.00 a.m 84 62 146
5.00 A.m.— 6,00 A, . 78 57 135
6.00 A.v.— 7.00 . . 100 44 144
7.00 A.n.— 8.00 ax 138 104 242
8.00 A.m.— 9.00 am 156 158 314
9.00 A.m.—10.00 A.x 220 251 471

10.00 A.M.—11.00 A.m 280 335 624

11.00 a.m.—12 Noon 353 379 732

l200Noon—100ru 464 887

1.00 p.m.— 2.00 Py 382 452 834
2.00 ». ¢ 483 506
3.00 . ; 625 588 1,213
4.00 ». ¥ 775 620 1,404
5.00 p. i 793 635 1,428
6.00 p. . 656 510 1,166
7.00 p. . 595 414 1
8.00 p. i 649 418 1,067
9.00 P.M.—10.00 p.a1. 355
10.00 p.M.—11.00 p.nr. 348 282 630
11.00 p.M.—12.00 349 202 551
Pobleintese. 8,977 | 7,362 16,339
e —




FIRE DEPARTMENT. 23

22 Ciry Document No. 12,
SUMMARY OF ALARMS ece'sl 2
ACCORDING TO FIRE DISTRICTS — 1949. 3
©
.
DisTRICTS. Boxes. | Stills. | Total. ele€l ;
=
.
1, 5\ East BOROIL s 550 £ Gthee | ammaed | 7400 408 814 SOLSUlLS
2. Charlestown . - & : 421 208 719 =
4. North and West o, S 617 369 986 . :
5. Business Distriet . . . . .| 336 214 550 ¥8021 | 3
6. South Boston 5 I e 669 522 1,191 =) -
7. South End and Back Ba\ S o 5 999 604 1,603 o 5 ©
8. Roxbury (West) : " .| 1,082 733 1,815 a vr0¢!l <
9. Roxbury (East) SeTAn R el 999 590 1,589 o
10. Dornhester (\orth) ARE | R e 797 626 1,423 <
11. . Brighton . R 624 1,272 o gse'zl | <
12. Jamaica P! it T 453 441 894 o
13. Roslmdale, West. l{owbur\' : B . 483 548 1,031
14.  Dorchester (South) Lt T W e KM 1) 727 1,427 w evs'zi | ©
15. Hyde Park . s ¥ ; 5 367 584 951 o o
Total in Boston . 8,977 7,288 16,265 5 o
Mutual Aid to outalde Cities and ; - (2 129'%1 |
Towns 5 —_ 74 74 E = o=
otaly' = | = B sa LA G vt e BeTE O] 7,882 | 16,380 o L4 sev'zl s
[ = =
o & ove's g
MUTUAL AID RESPONSE. o b
=z a « (A
Respongs of BOSTON to Outside | Responen of Adincent Cites and o L AL 4
ties and Town: Towns T0 BOSTON. 7 3 i
o oo ®
ms.l 1946. | 1947. ms.. 1949. ms.lnu.l m7.l ma.l 1949. @ =E cos's 9
x *
w
it sl I8 O et et (et 655l [ P [ © 8296 | ™
o| 10| 14| m| 7| or| me| 7| s3[ 78 (72} P4
2| = 1 4 1| —| — 1 1 1 >= >3 =
cA I I B B B P L O e O 0
5o M e Nl 2 8 = te|im
o0l T B e R BT P i © pri Ll
o [ omt It Lt (il gt i = b
o o I e ) s[5 /o :t" c0%6 | ™
i3 1| 3| 3| =] 4| ®| 4| 4 2
il — 1 3| —| = 3| — 1 2 =) : =
ool 10t NS = T (i e 896's | ™
e T e BT B e I b P4
1 33 35 35 46 23 41 34 27 40 ™ e
Waltham. - ) et e e I s M I o : =
Totals. or| ss| 88| 71| 74| 166| 20| 12| 12| 171 [t go1e | m
' lov's | ™
SUMMARY OF EMERGENCY SERVICES, ACCIDENTAL, AND 'y
NEEDLESS ALARMS, JANUARY 1 — DECEMBER 31, 1949. ; :
Total Alarms — Emergency Seruce SO SIS - 1573 vé9 g "
Accidental Alarms . . ey ves o ARSI, . - 285 i
Needless Alarms FEE————————— TS . =
R ] o
o
g &
goo e 2 9 o = o o o
SN o o e o =] b4 o4 b4 =3 =
S CHNE s s 2 g e & K

*
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Fire DEPARTMENT. 2

ot

SUMMARY OF FIRE ALARM BOXES.
lnltqnlsnumber of Fire Alarm Boxes in service as of December 31,

. 1,818
Fire Alarm Boxes installed Jnnunr) 1 to December 31 1949 . 17
Fire Alarm Boxes removed January 1 to Decomher 31 1949 . 4
Netfincrease in number of boxes A e Th I 13
Total number of Fire Alarm Boxes in service as of December 31,
1949 3 o : 5 2 > : v . . 1,831
FIRE ALARM BOXES IN DISTRICTS.
District 1 3 &N . 102 District 9 . . § . 118
Diskiieli2. o3 o o U105 DIsteb108 ST G| ol
District 4 . B 5 3 108  District 11 . N { " 163
Distelcki,, @ o @ - o 2.0 Distgab 120 o500 © o i
Diattioli6’ * & [a o o) I87 . Disaetls) . o b TG 18!
Districh¥er B0 a0 o 108 Digteietd) V5 S | w188
Distridt 8. e ek 15d o k4B (DistEetABl o0 GFo 2 E S 190

FIRE ALARM BOXES IN DIVISIONS.

Divigion: I ) oL asp
Division2 . . . . 508
Division3 . . . . 846

Total* . o w1881
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CONSTRUCTION WORK.
UNDERGROUND CABLES — 1949.

Tyee oF Canie. INsTALLED. REMOVED.
Number,

Iomiation. | Jacket, | COTU" | Feetof | Festof | Feetof | Fectof
Polyethylene | Polyethylene 4 4,385 17,540 -— -—
Rubber Lead 4 — —_ 950 3,800
Rubber Lead 6 —_ — 125 750
Polyethylene | Polyethylene 7 080 13,860 o -
Polyethylene | Polyethylene 10 5,025 50,250 —_ —_
Rubber Lead 10 —_ — 2,108 21,08¢
Rubber Lead 15 — — 425 6.375
Polyethylene | Polyethylene 19 9,685 184,015 — -
Rubber Lead 19 = - 1,865 35,485
Rubber Lead 20 = = 225 4,500
Polyethylene | Polyethylene 37 2,635 97,495 — —
Rubber Lead 37 64 2,368 1,223 45,251
Polyethylene | Polyethylene 61 460 28,060 - —_

Totals....[... ENE S TR 393,588 6,916 117,141
OVERHEAD WIRE AND CABLE — 1949.
Installed, Rzmoved,

Feet. Feet.

No. 9, AWG, galvanized, T.BW.P. . . . — 8,220

No. 10, AWG, copperwel'd, TEWE. - | sais =

No. 14, AWG twisted pa 600 —
No. 14—2 Cond., Anhydrex msulauon, neoprene

jacket 6,000 —_
No. 144, Cond kg pol;eth)]ene msnlatlon, poly-

ethylene jacket 3 375 —_

Totals. . v S ? 5 ! .| 15,390 8,220

Overhead line wire removed was not replaced due to abandonment of poles.

Overhead construction transferred on 170 poles.
Overhead construction removed from 36 poles.

Overhead construction installed on

75 poles.

FIrE DEPARTMENT. P

FIRE ALARM BOXES INSTALLED IN 1949,

Dare. \ Box. l Location.
Jan, 29 12-2425 | Glenside Hospital, 6 Parley Vale.
March 13 | 14-7122 | Commonwealth Pier, Lower Level, West Section,
March 13 | 15-7122 | Commonwealth Pier, Upper Level, East Section.
Mareh 13 | 16-7122 | Commonwealth Pier, Upper Level, Center Section and Concourse.
March 13 17-7122 | Commonwealth Pier, Upper Level, West Section.
March 26 12-3552 | Walter Baker & Co., Ine., River street, opposite Washington street.
Aug. 3 2888 | Veterans of Foreign Wars Parkway, near Caledonian avenue.
Aug. 19 | 12-2226 | Sherwin School, Sterling street.
Sept. 19 3836 | Turtle Pond Parkway and Upton street.
Sept. 19 3837 | Turtle Pond Parkway and Berwick street.
Ocet, 5 6181 | Glendon and Condor streets.
Oct 7 | 12-3524 | Roger Wolcott School, 441 Norfolk street.
Oct. 24 | 13-1356 | Suffolk County Jail, 215 Charles street.
Oct. 26 2425 | Robinwood avenue, opposite No. 66.
Nov. 7| 12-2312 | M. T. A., Kenmore Square Busway.
Nov 9 12-1332 | Wayfarer's Lodge, 30 Hawkins street.
Dee. 28 | 12-4125 | Hoosac Docks, Grain Elevator Stores.

FIRE ALARM BOXES DISCONTINUED IN 1949.

Dare. Box. Location,
May 6 | 12- 241 | House of the Angel Guardian, Hyde square.
Aug. 5| 12-2344 | New Rawson Company Building, 176-184 Ipswich street.
Sept. 22 | 12-6184 | Philip Sheridan School, Prescott and Trenton streets.
Oct, 3 | 12-1546 | Back Bay Station.
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REVENUE RECEIVED FOR LICENSES, PERMITS, ETC., FOR THE YEAR 1949.

2828323328888 23
SR sas523s5ReEI8
@ g = g § = 5235 a5 a SUMMARY OF INSPECTIONS AND INVESTI=
GATIONS — 1949.
o8 reiss |8 0 2
5‘8‘% | § P - - <] GENERAL INSPECTIONS
Sg » (4 Dywelling houses, other than 1- and 2-family 18,912
b ¥ Places of assembly, cabarets, dance halls, ete. 4,332
ol \lerc;ntlle and mﬁnulac]wnng oc(t:upunc_v % 2,%
ment, small retail stores, ete.
283283888 E E 2 § \1ystlc Docks,C arlestown . 2:196
§ E 51 :ﬁi §_ :‘:g._ E_ %‘ %_ 5 R §_ % 283 Reinspections (all types) 7,304
% o o b
s » 823 SPECIAL INSPECTIONS AND Sm\v‘nys
ﬁ 2 Private schools . 150
2238388323838 2 (1885 farms 8
g aaa~ - e g < Elgnexchanges o A 2
ibraries .
BoarT 5 dmguleo;nes fortthe aged, convalescent homes. etc. 18;)
ails, institutions, ete.
E E g § 2 § § § : E E § E Rem'spechons (all types) 130
§ & 2 :':' g E REE8ESE § INsPECTIONS BY FIRE Cour.m! Ormcms
= 2 %lmldtmg mspechons lg,ggg
eaters . . %
28R g8 |8 Schoolhouses . . . . 3,541
gﬁ::gggzggg a Public buildings . . . ’8(135
= R ) = . RN
» =3 Fuel oil burner installati and i 7,195
g\ﬂammagzgﬂmds, storage faclhtles i o R 452(1)
4 |8ssszss38g8s88|: ‘Tank removals . | o o iatiaoid sl
f |ssggzzaggesy|s j el cait, el i, indacamti S S
AE A B ity g @ . gmse petitions (lm:ahon appmva.l) o, 1, e et i 22’;
F] TR A T Y R R RO L 2 Boardmg homes for chlldren 165
5 o o - 5 Day nurseries . S+ STUTELY UAVISII SR R S 40
H ol ” lle® Hospitals . TORECRIE gl 1o s A 172
E 2§ . Reinspections (all tvpes) ACEG T I Tl S8 1 E e o 6,301
e ssssssssggigsgis ¢ Total inspections and reinspections . . . . . . 85977
gii i IR ';‘g‘ Hasard diti N 22,484
gg s'g:g 33 x Conditions referred to other departments (written) . . . "354
2l ee Fire Driris — FIre Pnavnu'non Wnu
Schools AR ER R I (e 272
Thea ST 72
Hmpltals, msmutxom, ebc = 144
;
-
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ARSON SQUAD ACTIVITIES — 1949.

Fires reported as of suspicious origin. . . . .
Fires reported as of undetermined orlgm

Fires, multiple alarms .

Fires, cause given, but i mves wd

Fires, result of which loss of life oceurred

Fires alleged to be set by boys . .

Fire preventmn mseecuons « = 2 n
Tests made of h-basi ) i bl
Cases forwarded to District Attorney’s oﬂice

Cases presented to the Grand Jury, Suffolk Counh
Convictions, Superior Court, uﬂ'olk County .

Cases presented, Municipal District Courts
Convictions, Municipal Courts . . Eov

gases

CHEMICAL LABORATORY.
(Summary of Analyses and Tests — 1949.)

Tests of flammable liquids . . . . . .
Tests of decorative materials . YRy}
Analysis of material for Arson Sqnnd .

PHOTOGRAPHIC LABORATORY.
(Summary of Activities — 1949.)
S\upmo\u and undahermmed fires s 5

Poo
Mu.lt.lple alarm fires
%ﬁg‘mpdemmr ber (hd tment .
omem rsote epar eu .
& ills, ﬁre prevent\on week act.l\n-
ties, new npparat.us and fire 's
ball, photographs for annual report

Fire DEPARTMENT.

CAUSES OF FIRES IN BUILDINGS — 1949.

Fireworks

Careless smol\lng 3

Chimneys: Defective, soot, and spurks
Fuel oil burners -

Electrical appliances and mntors
Children and matches i
Unknown

Miscellaneous known ' causes
Spuntmxcuus ignition

Defective heaters and rubbish’

Grease and food on stove

Other careless use of matches

Hot ashes

Defective wiring .

Incendiary or suspicious .

Clothes too near fire

Flammable liquids

City gas and appliances .

Sparks from machines

Thawing water pipes

Malicious mischief

Kerosene lamps, stoves S
Home dry cleaning . . . . .

1980 Teal s -5 s g Y

CAUSES OF OUTDOOR FIRES — 1949.

Bahic s o et 0 1 il e e
Automobile S L ) e o L bR DN
Other outdoor fires .

Rubbish (vacant lot)

Rubbish (near hluldmg) 4 PR
Dump . L x 5 . 2 3 Sl
Marine 5 a > 5 . 5 A 3

1940 Tatal .| i - oL Gt AR SR T

Rescues (emergency cullb) B - LT R
Out of city calls B -
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MAINTENANCE DIVISION.

RECORD OF HOSE.

PURCHASED. I Condemned. Repaired. I In Service. In Stock.
38,500 ft. l 21,650 ft. 17,754 ft. l 242,250 ft. 9,483 ft.
PAINTING ACTIVITIES.

Number Labor Material Total
Tyer: or Wonk, of Jobs. Costs. Costs, Costs.
“omplate apparatus. .. ... 17 | $4,783 89 $871 65 | 85,655 54
Partial apparatus, ............ 108 . 762 63 126 33 888 96
Miscellaneous. ......oovens Yo'y 177 1,618 79 162 21 1,781 00
302 $7,165 31 $1,160 19 $8,325 50
REPAIRS TO APPARATUS.
P B. F. D. Outside
et Maint. Div. [ Concerns. Lokl
Number of jobs. . ..oovveiiiiiiiinins 466 5,125
Cost, of labor and material. . .......... $31,843 56 $87,001 34
REPAIRS TO BUILDINGS.
B. F. D. Outside
el 4 Maint. Div. | Concerns. fEotal
Number of jobs 845 315 1,160
Cost of labor, $23,278 70 — -_
Cost of material 5,954 91 —_ =
Total COBt.eeserenraronanrnsnrne $20,233 61 $19,663 16 $48.806 77

Fire DEPARTMENT. 39
REPAIRS TO FIREBOATS.
Cosr, MATERIAL.
Total.
Lumber. | Packing. | Valves.
B. F. D., Maintenance Division......... 306 58 | $38 27 l $465 85 | $570 70
Outside Concerns. ...........o0oeeen,. ' $12,820 00
MOTOR EQUIPMENT INVENTORY.
Tyre or Equirsmest, In Service. | In Reserve.
Pumping Engines. . ........... m ey Vo vania b A e e 52 25
Hose Cars 41 28
Aerial Ladder Trucks. . 22 18
Junior Aerial Ladder Trucks 2 0 —
City Service Ladder Trucks. . . . 4 8
Water Towers. ... .. . 2 2
Wreeking Unit........ . 1 —_
Rescue Cars. ... 3 1
Fuel Cars. .. 2 —
Lighting Plants. , 3 1
Auxiliary Pumpers 6 —_
Lo LS00 el e R R Y WP . 55 12
Commartlil TEOKE 17 v'v s 0.0 00 00000 010 00mas 000 58 5210575 a5 w010 29 4
TORBIN. < ool o'y Y RS i e e e e 226 99
RECORD OF UNIFORM CLOTHING.
s lhoe?ed Repaired
4 3 e i
Distributed. | Clomnged, | ooed:
Overcoats..... B R PO RS . 042 a7 08
Baok Coath. - vaivanv i viis ivnansaandshon 61 40 70
Trousers.......c.ove0s R SR A 1,460 115 13
1,475 — 47
Rubber Fire Coats . 413 350 10
Dungarees 1,700 o o=
wactll
)




SECTION II.
THE ELECTRICAL INSPECTION DIVISION.

(41)
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ELECTRICAL INSPECTION DIVISION.

City Clerk to the abutters on the proposed streets in
accordance with provisions of the law.

Hearings were held on terminal pole locations and
T interested parties notified in accordance with provisions
of the law.

‘; g The following report shows the work of the Electrical
£ = g Inspection Division for the year 1949.
3 4§ . & The underground district for 1949 was prescribed
o BT and public notice given thereof in accordance with
P ] g °s3 chapter 100 of the Acts of 1946.
% R 5 H<a Hearings were held on the streets proposed for the
& MR EE 1950 underground district. Notices were mailed by the
(&}

Superintendent — B. B. Whelan.

THE ELECTRICAL INSPECTION DIVISION.

[ = Grants of location for underground conduit were
2 g issued as petitioned for by the various utility companies
£ 4 in accordance with provisions of the law.
= 2 . .
e 4 £ Data on all of the above is on file in the records of
£EF < this division.
g2 2 S R
Az i s1f
§ <as g5 2 23 EXPENSES AND INCOME OF THE DIVISION FOR 1948 AND 1949.
> -y 3 =2 . — — -
d 35| |47 &3,y —_—
g .8 = 4SE-ER 1948. I 1949.
3 22 Er 13498 L S S e
¥ Dy £0 T'§|=,' g ’ g
g,% § L < 2 *_L 8 Expenses. . $108,268 79 £130,093 74
£ 2 Eé | "l’ | E Income. . . 66,040 14 67,055 21
i 355zl —
TEEEEEE
=a§aeﬁi
= -~ o
§§3§g§§ FIRES AND MISCELLANEOUS TROUBLES.
nnO OO 5 .
Fires and miscellaneous troubles reported as due to
electrical causes were investigated and reports of the

same are on file in the records of this division.

g
R
HER
5 25
2 & .
£ B
E =
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Causes of Fires and Miscellaneous Troubles Investigated
by the Electrical Inspection Division in 1949.

Fixtures and portable lamps . . . . | . 46
Flexible cords andcables . . . . . . . 23
Insulation breakdowns e ol Fot sl il ) 23
Armored cables . R T o T 10

Transformers (bell and ﬂuorescent) 3
Receptac]es and switches (ﬂmh)

d
7
A 5
(‘aused by w ater loaks 4
Overhead service feeders 3
Christmas trees 3
Oil burner controls ROEIRRT ey TR 3
Circuit breakers . PO el At SR 2
Service entrance switches RETR L 0 L) R o 2
Defective fuse holders . 2
Overloaded lamp holders 2

1

g

1

Chimes coil
Television .
Battery charger
Total 145
Morors.
TS T A Al N B SRl T 42
Miscellaneous 5 ST 5 S i s 16
(8,115 SN 7308 W Al S S M IS R i S 6
Elevators . 2 AT N A g 4
Washing ToRGRIRERY | |4 iy st S PR G 3
Total "R B s 2 4 71
UriLiTies.
Manholes 10
Pole lines 5
Transformers . . 4
Underground conduits . 2
Post light 3 1
Pot head 1
Total 23
Grand total 239

Fire DEPARTMENT. 45

EXTERIOR DIVISION.

The following are the proposed streets selected hy
the Fire Commissioner for the 1950 underground dis-
trict in accordance with chapter 100, Acts of 1946:

Boston Proper.
Mountfort street, from Beacon street to St. Mary’s
street.
Brighton.

Cambridge street, from Lincoln street to Soldiers
Field road.

Dorchester.
Cummins Highway, from Greenfield road to West
Roxbury line.
East Boston.

East Eagle street, from Putnam street to Chelsea
street; Chelsea street, from Saratoga street to Chelsea
line.

Hyde Park.

. Business street, from 1305 River street to 1494 River
street.

Roxbury.

Huntington avenue, from Fenwood road to South
Huntington avenue; Iroquois street, from Calumet
street to Wait street.

South Boston.

Old Harbor street, from Telegraph street to 100 feet
north.

West Roxbury.

Cummins Highway, from Hyde Park avenue to Dor-
chester line; Park Lawn road, from Church street to
Weld street.
Charlestown.
Gardner street, Roland street, Mishawum street,
Baldwin street, from Main street to Rutherford avenue.
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Making a total distance of four miles in accordance
with law.

The ducts used for the underground conduits of the
drawing-in system are of the following:

Vitrified clay (laid in concrete)
Fiber (laid in concrete)
Iron

S oo =

Transite (laid i concrete)

In side or residential streets special underground
construction for light and power purposes (115-230
volts), of a type known as ‘“Split Fiber Solid Main
System,” has been installed.

EXPENDITURES.
1948. 1949,
PERSONAL SERVICE:

Permanent employees . $100,803 12 $122,481 09

CONTRACTUAL SERVICE:

Printing and binding s ls. BhL 135 00 224 00
Advertising and posting . . ; X f 65 30 102 30
Transportation of persons R ISTREN 1,425 10 1,494 15
Bond and insurance premiums % 4t 40 00 40 00
Communication G S SRSl 630 54 994 04
General repairs . : Sig® | 9 50 38 97
$2,305 44 $2,803 46

EQuipMEeNT:
Office . 32 45 —
ST R O — $30 00
Tools and instruments . . . . . 4 50 —
£36 95 $30 00

SupPLIES:

Offide' ! | F Dt it L TR i A RSRLA007 152,040 167

MATERIALS:
Blootriel . = . . SpedeeM 29w $8 00 $7 70

SpEciAnL Itews:
Pensions . . . . . . . . $2,80092 $3,024 92
Workmen's Compensation o I —_ 10 00

$2,800 92 $3,034 92

Grand totals .

. $108,268 79 $130,993 74
—_—

UNDERGROUND WORK FOR THE YEAR 1949.

NUMBER OF

Lexern 15 Fexr,

l Cable.

Fire Deparovent.

Services,

Manholes. I

|

Duet.

Conduit.

BuritigTon en i, 0]
N e e o
- o
5’5:’.&:-‘:‘5
:d 33353
28 B &t
gv*‘
ENE R
£ ¥ =
=

CompaxT.

BOSR TAN0D: GOMPRDIE ¢ viv'olo 0 270:510 01506, 8 mbmes S OB OR RGN S T RSN s o5

New England Telephone and Telegraph Company .. ........vuueunneenneeenns

Boston Consolidated Gas COMPANY..vveuteerssnunnnnereseeeseseronnnnens

Boston Fire Department........cccuuuuieiniananinannns

Boaton Pollos Departiiont; . . s civs sssivaaranise i s danninnad bassssssosfnorsn

Motropolitan Translt ASBOTIE .« e sivcovossvnsnsnsmsasacsssoosossnmennone

Western Union Telegraph COmpany . . . cv.vvueuerseseeneressernsensssessans
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TABLE SHOWING WORK OF EXTERIOR DIVISION — 1949,

Number of poles set in new locations
Number of poles removed . . . , .,
Number of poles reset, replaced, straightened
Number of poles standing in public streets
Number of inspections el

Number of notices of overhead construction .
Number of overhead reports

Number of notices of underground construction
Number of underground reports

Feet of wire removed by the various companies

79

61

206
19,086
6,169
2,508
1,717

980

1,233
4,472,661

SUMMARY OF WORK OF INTERIOR DIVISION — 1949,

Permits issued to perform work
Permits issued to turn on current
Number of inspections made

Number of inspections of theaters

17,198
15,371
35,960

1,008

Fire DEPARTMENT.
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