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tributed to the low loss ratio in our opinion. Adequate
man power and apparatus respond to all alarms and
quickly control the spread of fire.
The program of our fire prevention inspectors in visit-
ing the Boston schools and delivering instructive lectures
and giving practical demonstrations in all phases of fire
safety is beginning to pay rich dividends in the matter of
property loss, This latter program is carried on in coop-
eration with the Boston Board of Fire Underwriters.
Our regular inspection staff has contributed its share
to the good record of 1951 by faithful, efficient, and in-
telligent service. During the year, a total of 73,601 in-
‘ spectionz and reinspections of buildings and other

structures were made. As a result, 17,242 hazardous
conditions were remedied. Fire drills have been con-
ducted regularly during the year in schools, theaters,
hospitals, institutions, and industrial and mercantile es-
tablishments.

On August 6, 1951, we moved from the old Bristol
Street Headquarters to 115 Southampton street. The
new building is admirably suited to the needs of the
Headquarters and Maintenance Divisions. Our Mainte-
nance Divisgion is second to none in layout and machinery,
and the quality of the work of its members is keeping
pace with the improved physical facilities. Engine
Company 23 and Lighting Plant 2 are also quartered in
the new building.

We commenced the installation of two-way radios in
apparatus, other than chiefs’ cars, rescue wagons, and
lighting plants, in 1951, and when completed it will mark
a great step forward in the progress of our department.
Control will be established over every piece of apparatus
in the department at all times, in and out of quarters,
and, in addition to the tremendous advantages which will
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£% accerue to our everyday operations, we will be able to
224 make a decided contribution to civilian defense. We have
;_g.g set up a Civilian Defense Division under the direction of
"0 g Deputy Chief Franklin B. Sanborn at no extra expense
acs to the department. The men of the division are doubling
£5 [ with other duties which they would be performing nor-
Sz mally. Our Civilian Defense Unit has acquired a superior
e knowledge of its duties and obligations, It is ready for
o2 any emergency.
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BOSTON FIRE DEPARTMENT BAND
Arthur Fiedler, Conductor, Boston Pops Orchestra, Leads Department Band
at Street Drill During Fire Prevention Week
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England Hospital for Women at Columbus avenue and
Bragdon street. This fire station will house Engine 42 and
Ladder 30. It will replace the present building which
was erected in 1892 for horse-drawn apparatus and will
be ready for occupancy in October, 1952.

The 80-year-old Fort Hill Square fire house was taken
by the Public Works Division of the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts in 1951 in connection with its highway im-
provement program. This necessitated relocation, and
we have been extremely fortunate to acquire sufficient
land on Oliver street, one block away from the present
quarters in Fort Hill square, to erect a new building.
This is one of our most important responsibilities because
of the location in the heart of Boston's high-value dis-
trict. The new quarters will house Engine 7, Engine 25,
Ladder 8, the Deputy Chief of Division 1, and the District
Chief of District 5.

The Fire College was reopened October 23, 1951, and
classes were held Monday through Friday of each week
under the direction of Deputy Chief Dennis J. Coughlin.
Two officers from each department district were assigned
to attend the first session of the school, which ended
November 9.

The Fire Department Band rendered efficient service
throughout the year, participating in parades, ceremo-
nials, and other occasions.

The department morale is high, and it has been a dis-
tinet pleasure to be associated with its members.

Respectfully submitted,

oot 2. Tk

Fire Commissioner.
















AND LADDER 14 QUARTERS

NE 41

ENGI

PLAQUE AT

=
o
=]
=

DEDICATION OF M

Lieut. Roy E. Burrill and Ladderman Wi

ire, Box 5235, on September 23,

v
£
=
<
«
>
2
-
e
o
e
<
=
=}
<
T
2
a
o
£
c
2
a
c
o
7
3
-]
-4
-
s
<]

50
b=}
<
=
=
<
=}
s
c
]
%
o
=
<
<
=
7}
-
2
)
'
=
3
e
=
2
-
=
=
)
=
2

Fire Commi:

1950.

January 28
January 29

February 1

February 5
March 14
Marel
April 19
April 20. .
May 2
May 21
June 1
June 20

ember 14

December 9

FIRE DEPARTMENT.

In Hlemoriam

Deaths of Active Members During 1951

Name

William M. O'Brien

| John H. Milward

Arthur T,

| Walter |

| Walter J
Theodore
| Catherine
| Frederict
[ Frank 1
Murlin C

William ¥

Paul J. S

Carroll 8,

Hig

Michael J. Donovan

Spratt
Murphy
Doyle

P. Cresey
E. Morrison
W. Mullen
Cohen
Henderson

1. Loughlin

Maloney

Rank

Hoseman
Hoseman

Painter and
Striper

| Hoseman
| Engineer

| Auto Mechanic.

Captain

Auto Mechanic..

Ladderman

Janitress

| L

Painter
Watehman

atus Oper-

sutenant

Engine Company 21

Engine Company 5.

Maintenance Diy
Engine Company

High Pressure Serv

Maintenance Division.

Ladder Company 13.
Maintenance Divi
Ladder Company

Headquasters

Muintenance Division.

Maintenance Division,

Maintenanee Division,

Engine Company 34.

Ladder Company 14.



























































































72 Crry Document No. 12.

ANALYSIS OF FIRES IN BUILDINGS — 1951

Construction of Buildings
Fire-resistive
Second class

Frame .
Other types

Total .

Point of Origin

Basement

First floor .
Second floor
Third floor . .
Above third floor
Roof .

Outside

Total .

Extent of Fire

Confined to point of origin
Confined to buildings
Spread to other buildings

Total .

Causes of Fires in Buildings — 1951

Fireworks .

Careless smokmg

Chimneys: defective, ‘soot and bpu!lss
Fuel oil burners ’ p
Electrical appliances and motors
Children and matches

Unknown

Miscellaneous kno“u causes
bpontaneous ignition .
Defective heaters and lubblsh
Grease and food on stove

Other careless use of matches .

Hot ashes . $ .
Defective wiring

292
2,015
1,589

18

3,014

1,101
1,195
572
378
214
102
352

3,914

2,751
1,119
44

3,014

Fire DEPARTMENT.

Incendiary or suspicious .
Clothes too near fire
Flammable liquids

City gas and appliances .
Sparks from machines
Thawing water pipes
Malicious mischief
Kerosene lamps, stoves
Home dry cleaning .

1951 Total

Causes of Outdoor Fires — 1951
Brush . ;
Automobile
Other outdoor fires
Rubbish (vacant lot)
Rubbish (near buxldmg)
Dump . .
Marine

1951 Total .

Rescues (emergency calls
Out of city calls )

1,436
1,077
1,280
855
453
36

5,145

2,094
92

2,186































