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REPORT OF WIRE DIVISION.

From: Tue SurerINTENDENT, WikE DivisioN.
To: Tae Fike CoMMISSIONER.
Sursecr: ANNUAL REPORT.

I herewith submit annual report of the Wire Division
of the Fire Department for the year 1920-1921.

The underground district for 1921 has been presecribed
and advertised in accordance with the law. The main
ghﬁaets, avenues and highways, or parts thereof, are as
ollows:

BRIGHTON.
Washington street, from Commonwealth avenue to Corey
road, 830 feet.
CHARLESTOWN.

Bunker Hill street, from Monument street to Auburn street,
2,732 feet.

i Warren street, from Thompson square to Park street, 1,059
eet.
RoxBuURY.

Columbus avenue, from Centre street to Washington street,
2,982 feet.

Huntington avenue, from South Huntington avenue north-
easterly, a distance of 4,781 feet to a point 100 feet east of

the easterly line of Vancouver street, 4,781 feet.

West RoxBURY.

Washington street, from Corinth street to Beech street,

3,456 feet.

Making a total distance of three miles of main streets,
as provided by law.
Side streets, avenues, or highways, or parts thereof:

BRIGHTON.

; o(igr?y road, from Washington street to the Brookline line,
i eet.

Wallingford road, from Chestnut Hill avenue to Common-
wealth avenue, 1,888 feet.
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CHARLESTOWN.
Soley street, from Warren street, a distance of 200 feet.

East Boston.

Maverick street, from Meridian street to Border street,

045 feet. E
Y Chelsea street, from Maverick -square, a distance of 2,610
feet, to a point 105 feet west of the westerly line of Brooks
street, 2,610 feet.

Roxsury.
Zeigler street from Warren street to Dearborn street, 1,152
feet. <
‘WesT RoXBURY. :
Belgrade avenue, from South street to Aldrich street, 2,625

feet.

Making a distance of two miles of side streets, as pro-
vided by law.

The gollowing data gives the details of the work done
by this division: : (s

The losses from sixty-seven fires, due directly or indi-
rectly to electrical causes, were $5,728.68, one fire not
being adjusted for losses on contents. These fires have
received the attention of this division.

All electrical construction which comes under the su-
pervision of this division has received attention.

No violation of the law relating to electrical construc-
tion has necessitated court action during the year.

The total income was $34,283.11. !

During the year the division was transferred from City
Hall Annex to Fire Headquarters with the exception of
the Permit Branch, which still remains in Room 906,
City Hall Annex.

The testing equipment of the Division formerly located
in the laboratory, City Hall Annex, has been removed to
the Fire Alarm quarters, Wareham street.
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EXTERIOR DIVISION.

The underground district for the year 1920 as pre-
scribed under authority of chapter 196 of the Special
Acts of 1916, comprised the following main and side
streets:

MAIN STREETS.

Adams street, from King square to Minot street, Dorchester.
Humboldt avenue, from Walnut avenue to Seaver street,

Roxbury. «

Market street, from Washington street to Western avenue,
Brighton.

Tremont street, Brighton, from Washington street, a distance
of 1,086 feet to within 731 feet of the Newton line.

Making a total distance of three miles, as prescribed
by law. ;

SmE STREETS.

Bennington street, East Boston, from Day square, a distance
of one half mile easterly to within 327 feet of Moore street.

Park street, Charlestown, from City square to Common street.

Wapping street, Charlestown, from Chelsea street to Water
street.

H street, South Boston, from East First street, a distance of

one half mile, to within 44 feet of Columbia road.

I street, South Boston, from East First street, a distance of
one half mile, to within 42 feet of Marine road.

B street, South Boston, from West Broadway, a distance of
1,046 feet, to within 132 feet of West Seventh street.

Savin Hill avenue, Dorchester, from Dorchester avenue to

Pleasant street.

IaMaking a total distance of two miles, as provided by
W,

In the prescribed streets, from which poles and over-"
head wires were to be removed, there were standing on
February 1, 1920, a total of three hundred and nine (309)
poles (not including the trolley poles of the Boston Ile-
vated Railway Company, which are exempt), support-
ing three million, one hundred ninety-one thousand one
hundred (3,191,100) feet of overhead wires. The num-
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per of poles and feet of overhead wires to be removed by
districts are as follows:

Dorchester district, 54 poles and 889,600 feet of overhead
wires.

Roxbury distriet, 55 poles and 144,500 feet of overhead wires.

Brighton district, 108 poles and 1,602,000 feet of overhead
wires. .

Charlestown district, 9 poles and 17,400 feet of overhead wires.

Fast Boston district, 18 poles and 8,100 feet of overhead wires.

South Boston district, 65 poles and 529,500 feet of overhead
wires.

In the selection of new pole locations our engineers
have accompanied the engineers of the various companies
for the purpose of passing on such locations. All poles
standing in the streets are stencilled by this department
for purpose of identification and are plotted in atlases on
file in this department. All poles standing in the city
are inspected and tested yearly by the inspectors of this
division, and at the same time a general inspection is
made of all overhead construction. ‘This work, of course,
is in addition to the regular inspection work necessary on
account of new construction.

Poles found to be leaning or in process of decay are re-
ported to companies owning same, and where conditions
warrant it, poles are condemned.

During the past year the inspectors of this division
reported two hundred and seventy-seven (277) poles de-
cayed at the base and seventy-six (76) poles leaning, or
a total of three hundred and fifty-three (353) poles,
which were replaced by new poles or reset by the various
companies at the request of this department.

Twenty (20) abandoned poles were also reported by
our mspectors and were removed by the various com-
panies at our request. The following table shows the
overhead work for the year from February 1, 1920, to
January 31, 1921, inclusive:

Ilgumber of new poles set in new locations . . 205
umber of poles replaced, reset or straightened . 632
umber of poles removed . v i A ¢ 22
l;tmber of poles now standing in the public
Nu;:eb?s 2 8 L 4 4 5 3 A 15,741
Py r of defects reported . . . . . 2,574
- Number of defects corrected Sl g 2,377

(Other defects in process of correction.)
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ik Table Sho
¥ Number of notices of overhead con A 23,862 ShwlanndmundWork’otthoYm 1920.
4 Number of overhead inspections . . - 57,729 :
s - ~ Number of overhead reports . . . - % : E
i ‘Amount of overhead wires removed by owners . Compaxy. ! § § 52 |8
i TR R L § i ‘Sg
. UNDERGROUND CONSTRUCTION. i : 2 i | |4
b The ducts used this year for the underground conduity Boston Elevated Railway Company,| 16760 ( 94946 | 30276 | 84| 28
I8 of the drawing-in system are of the following type: :::"'M'l-m .......... T [, eres A
L District Messenger Company, |.....o.vvufeenerenned 3150 fooiifnanns
1. Vitrified clay (laid in concrete). Chaitown Gos and Bl Com- ; S .
; ‘ g' {::’:’ il B nciasete). gl cm, 275 | a0 | sa62| 16 7
| 3 bl n:;f'..".‘..’..m.;n‘.'"'”" ..... . Tl se2ss | 402,578 | 971,843 | 401 1,180 E
higs : Branch (B. F.D)........ 606 2,508 33,380 3 20 3 5
@ B In side or residential streets a small amount of special Mutual Distriet Messenger Company, [....vvvfrvessenes {7 BT LR e
M underground construction for electric light and power N Telephone and Tele- &
; : urposes of a type known as the “Split Fiber Solid Main Py - itk b Rl ARMRY (AIOMB . 008074 3 i !
k- gymmn mmwed during the year. Police Signal Service (B. F.DJ).c.ovifirunnns i 800 . oovivbs 5 S8 . e
The electrical approvals for underground electrical Poutal Telegsaoh Cabls Compryiy/ 11y (1) SURIL BFEA 1) A0 URNINEA N,
e‘onstrueﬁon n“mba.ed two t.housand m hundred md Schoolhouse Commission. . . ....vuaefiiiiiinens 316 lfuo 1 2
twenty-six (2,626). g Western Union Telegraph Company, | 4,808 | 23206 | 13880 | 14| 5
" Number of inspections of underground electrical con- A I AR E PSR
struction eight thousand seven hundred and thirty-eight % ik
(8,738). o il T S B o :
during

Number of reports of underground electrical construe-
tion, two thousand four hundred and eleven (2,411).

rAL R T
Character of Cable Used by the Various Companies. able Showing the Amount and
7}

e 31

CoMpANY. Kind of Insulation. Size.
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STATEMENT OF APPROPRIATION AND EXPEN-
DITURES FROM FEBRUARY 1, 1920, TO
JANUARY 31, 1921, INCLUSIVE.

Appropriation . 5 . 8 % 5 5 $84,947 75
EXPENDITURES.
Salaries and wages:
A-1. Employees y $ $73,545 43
F-7. Pension roll 3 £ 715 00
B-2. Postage . & g 100 00
B-3. Advertising A : T 97 34
B-4. Car fares, etc. . S 2,185 41
B-12. Premium on surety
bond . . % 6 00
B-13. Telephones / j 277 12
B-14. Garage rent . 3 113 75
B-35. Fees for chauffeur’s
license . ¢ A 2 00
B-39. Repairs, ete. . . 472 77
C-4. Tires, ete. . . : 144 48
C-9. Office fittings . X 116 25
C-13. Tools . 3 ! 7 23 44
C-16. Badges ' . . . 54 00
D-1. Office forms and sta-
tionery . A s 2,097 34
D-11. Gasolene, ete. . ) 339 66
D-16. Photographic material 320
E-13. Auto parts and paint 92 04
Total expenditures 5 $80,293 23
Transferred to Fire Depart-
ment . 3 0 % g 3,309 42
Balance in treasury . 1,345 10

$84947 75

KiRE DEPARTMENT. 57

LIST OF PROPERTY.—WIRE DIVISION.

1 1,500-volt Weston Direct Current Voltmeter.

5 300-volt Weston Direct Current Voltmeters.

9 300-volt Weston Alternating Current and Direct Current
tmeters.

Vol

1 15-volt Weston Direct Current Voltmeter,
2 300-volt Weston Direct Current Double Reading Voltmeter.
1 120-volt Weston Direct Current Miniature Type Voltmeter.
1 150-volt Weston Direct, Current Miniature Type Voltmeter.
1 500-volt Weston Direct Current Ammeter.

1 200-volt Weston Alternating Current Ammeter.

1 50-volt Weston Direct Current Ammeter.

1 15-volt Weston Alternating Current Ammeter.

1 1,500-volt Milamperes Weston Direct Current Mil-ammeter.
6 Bichloride of silver batteries, each 60 cells.

1 Queen testing set.

1 Touring car.

1 Runabout.

1 Ford truck.

2 Robes.

2 Blankets.

2 Cameras, complete. ]

Miscellaneous tools used in connection with overhead con-

struction.
Draughting instruments.

Respectfully yours,

Wavrter J. BURKE,
Superintendent, Wire Divisi

B3
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THE DEPARTMENT ORGANIZATION.

Commissioner, JouN R. MURPHY.

Chief Clerk, BEnsaMIN F. UNDERHILL.

Chief of Department, Perer E. WALsH.

First Deputy Chief, JouN O. TaABER, in charge of Bureau of
Supplies and Repairs.

Superintnedent of Repairs, EueNe M. BYINGTON.

Superintendent of Fire Alarms, Georee L. FickerT.

Superintendent of Wire Division, WALTER J. BURKE.

Chief Operator and Assistant Superintendent of Fire Alarms,
RicuARD DONAHUE.

Chief Clerk, Wire Division, Frank H. Rice.

Veterinary Surgeon, Danien P. KrogH.

Medical Examiner, WiLLiam J. McNALLY.

CLERKS. T ‘ )

(Fire Department.)

James P. Maloney, Assistant Chief Clerk and Supervisor of
Pay Accounts, Edward L. Tierney, Chlef of License Division—
Bureau of Fire Prevention, George F hy, Daniel J.
Quinn, Herbert J. Hickey, John J. Coho!an William J. Hurley,
JNaItd[mn (gohan, Frank M. Fogarty, Charles S. Carroll, Thomas

. Murphy.

(Wire Division.)

William MecSweeney, Timothy A. Connolly, Selina A.

O’Brien, Mary E. Fleming, Mary Moran.

STRENGTH AND PAY JANUARY 31, 1921.

HEADQUARTERS.

1 Commissioner
1 Chief clerk .

1 Assistant chief clerk and supemsor pay ac-

counts .

1 Medical examiner . .
1 Secretary and stenogrs.pher
1 Clerk . .
1 Clerk .
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[
Per Annum.
Clerk . oL AT T
i Assistant engmeer (messenget)‘ y 4 $ 1,800
9 Hosemen (clerks)* . : 3 ? 3 1,800
11
~ Fme PrevENTION BUREAU.
1 Chief License Bureau . § A X g $2,500
1 Chief inspector (heutenant.)' A § 3 4 2,300
1 Clerk . 5 % 4 : ; 1,700
1 Clerk .y SR ; £ e JTIOR W 2 1,200
1 Constable . 5 A 1,400
13 Hosemen and laddermen (mspectors)" : 4 1,800
18
g Fme FicHTING BRANCH.
1 Chief of Department . ) 4 < : $5,000
3 Deputy chiefs 4 4 A 3 A = 4,000
15 District chiefs A ST L AR 3,500
63 Captains : 2 J f K 2 3 2,500
90 Lieutenants 2 g : : 2,300
1 Aide-to-chief (heubenant) ¥ . % 4 2,300
1 Aide-to-Commissioner (pnva.te) 3 Al 1,800
3 Engineers (marme) 2 3 2 A 2,000
47 Engineers 4 £ . 3 X M
44 Assistant engmeers 3 s 5 3 5 1,800
4 Assistant engineers ’ 1,500
897 Privates (2 in war semce mcluded)
530 SEa AR Lt
& EL i ;S : i 5 % " 1,700
321 sk R R el s D e i 1,500
29 . . ‘ ¥ & 1,400
1,167
BuUREAU OF SUPPLIES AND REPAIRS.
1 Deputy chief in charge® . % 3 i b $4,000
1 Superintendent . . . g A § 3 3,500
1 Shop foreman . g 2,000
1 Lieutenant, foreman of hose and harness shop i 2,300
1 Auto engineer (engineer*) . . ; 2,200
1 Master plumber (engmeer') L R 1,900
1 Master carpenter (hoseman®) . P Mgy 1,800
1 Master painter . L USSR 1,800
1 Foreman auto mechanics . . . . . 1,800
1 Machinist (engmee.r') R 2 ey b A 1,900
11 Privates* . s e 2 1,800
1 Private* 1,700

* Detailed from Fire-fighting Branch.

i e Tt i, il
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1 Superintendent . X
i glnef operator and assistant supermbendent
upervising operator . s
4 Pnnclpal operators

6 Asmst.ant. operafors
1 Assistant operator

16
ConstrucTION FORCE.
1 Foreman .
1 Assistant foreman
1 Stockman . »

* Detailed from Fire-fighting Branch.
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Per Annum.
REERIVATERR Y n AT T B S e R s 1,500
IClorkincharge . | 1 . 1 190 1 M
i‘ 81::1: AR N P T R R ig& E B 18 Cable splicers and wn-emen. lmemen and re-
2 Clerks, (hosemen®) . . . . . . 1800 | o LA
1 Storekeeper* AR e ST A 2,000 i
v Per Week. 42
LiflinEmenns v D U bt o heidon 1 | 403000 VereriNARY Hosprran Branca.
Per Day. S
3 Firemen $5 50 1 Veterinarian
1 Plumber 5 40
1 Steamfitter 5 00 3 Hostlers (average)
1 Leading painter 526 | —
7 Painters 5 00 4
21’ Wheelwrights g %
Leading machinist
3 Machinists . 5 00
10 Auto repairers ' . 500
1 Leadmg blacksmith 525
4 Blacksmiths 3 500
5 Blacksmith’s helpers : 425
3 Carpenters 5 00
2 Hose and harness repslrers 5 00
1 Hose and harness repairer . 4 50
1 Boiler repairer and iron worker 500
1 Vuleanizer . A 450
1 Chauffeur . 4 50
2 Teamsters . 4 00
81

61 |

Per Day. |
$5 25 .
5 00 1
5 45 |
400 i |
o

4

25

Per Annum. ‘1’
$3,000 1
Per Day. v
$4 00 1
fé

|

R T N S e

B S T

\ 2




62 Crry DocumenT No. 11.

CHIEF OF DEPARTMENT.

Perer E. WALSH.

Headquarters, Engine House 26-35, Mason Street.

The Chief is in charge of the fire protection of the
city, which is divided into three divisions, each com-
manded by a deputy chief, which are subdivided into
fifteen districts, each commanded by a district chief.

Division 1.

Deputy Chief, HeENry A. Fox.
Headquarters, Ladder House 8, Fort Hill Square.
This division comprises Districts 1, 2, 3, 4, 5. -

District 1.

District Chief, FrrzGeratp M. O’Laror.
Headquarters, Ladder House 2, Paris Street,
East Boston,

Apparatus Located in the District—Engines 5, 9, 11,
31 (fireboat), 40, 47 (fireboat), Ladders 2, 21, Chemical 7.

A District 2.
District Chief, WiLtiam E. RiLey.
Headquarters, Engine House 50, Winthrop Street,

Charlestown,

Appuratus Located in the District.—Engines 27, 32, 36,

50, Ladders 9, 22.
District 8.
District Chief, CorNELius J. O’BRrIEN.
Headquarters, Ladder House 18, Pittsburgh Street.

Apparatus Located in the District.—Engines 25, 38,

39, 44 (fireboat), Ladders 8, 18, Water Tower 3, Rescue 1.
District /. 3
District Chief, EDwArp J. SHALLOW.
Headquarters, Engine House, 4 Bulfinch Street.

Apparatus Located in the District.—Engines 4, 6, 8,

Ladders 1, 24, Chemical 1, Water Tower 1.

e 0
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District 5.

District Chief, ALBErT J. CAULFIELD.
Headquarters, Engine House 26-35, Mason Street.
Apparatus Located in the District.—Engines 7, 10, 26,

35, Ladder 17.
Division 2.

Deputy Chief, Waurer M. McLEAN.
Headquarters, Engine House 22, Warren Avenue.
This division comprises Districts 6, 7, 8, 11.

District 6. :
District Chief, JamEs J. CAINE.
Headquarters, Engine House 1, Dorchester Street,
South Boston.
Apparatus Located in the District.—Engines 1, 2, 15,
43, Ladders 5, 19, 20.
District 7.
\ District Chief, FRANK A. SWEENEY.
Headquarters, Engine House 22, Warren Avenue.

Apparatus Located in the District—Engines 3, 22, 33,
Ladders 3, 13, 15, Water Tower 2.

District 8.
District Chief, FRANK J. SHEERAN.
Headquarters, Ladder House 12, Tremont Street.
pparatus Located in the District—Engines 13, 14,
Ladders 12, 26, ‘
District 11.
District Chief, James F. MCMAHON.
Headquarters, Engine House 41, Harvard Avenue,

Brighton.
ﬂlsmtus Located in the District—Engines 29, 34, 41,
ders 11, 14,
Division 3.

Deputy Chief, Danier F. SENNOTT. -
quarters, Ladder House 4, Dudley Street.
division comprises Districts 9, 10, 12, 13, 14, 15

BRI et
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Avarys yor THE Past Tex Years.® Memsers PeNsionsp From Fesruary 1, 1920, To

g \ Fesruary 1, 1921.
Yrar. Bell | (SRS | Totale. Otto P. Faul. A Michael Ryan.
- Warren C. Stevens. James Collins.
2,020 2456 4,485 Frank F. Chapman. Joseph H. Clemens.
2,733 2,690 5,423 Michael J. Mulligan. Charles D. Dalton.
Sd3 2000 5,002 ' Charles S. Moran. John L. Sullivan.
2' 2' ] Andrew J. G. McKee. Alfred D. LeClair.
o o ’ , Michael Boyle. Patrick J. Neylon.
‘ 2350 it S John J. Earl. Daniel F. Buckley.
| 2,847 2,500 5,437 John J. Donohue. Cornelius Donovan. |
| 2,045 2,580 5,534 { Timothy F. Cannon. Thomas M. MecLaughlin. |
i 2,504 2322 4,916 George W. Fuller (Wire Division). |
& 5 2,812 2432 5244 . |
5 a0 e A DeatH OF Mzmmumul'l‘lzgznfmr 1, 1920, To
’V “ 1 . 3w
E e e amen secmcked from year 1010-11 and included in ealendaryear }‘?,;’nmasﬁgfmey- John M. Costello, Wire Divi-
January 1, 1911, to January 1, 1912, i 2 . . s10n. g T
E- William J. Cox. Joseph R. Dolan, Wire Divi-
. Daniel W. Mahoney. sion.
| | Rorr or MEerit, BostoN FIRE DEPARTMENT. ; J. H We-s %f-%&g‘::&“ of

Joseph P. Hanton, Captain, Engine Company 33.
Thomas J. Muldoon, Captain, Engine Company 16.
Thomas H. Downey, Captain, Engine Company 22.
Michael J. Teehan, Captain Engine Company 24.

Deats or PensioNers ¥roMm FEBruary 1, 1920,
7 10 FEBRUARY 1, 1921.

‘ Denis Driscoll, Captain, Engine Company 37. L P ag {; ghasles B Lo

James F. McMahon, Dlstr_lct Chief. b David J. Ryan, Jr. | James M. Walters.
Frederick F. Leary, Captain, Ladder Company 3. , Edward N. Bullard, James T. Reynolds.

4 Edward McDonough, Captain, Ladder Company 2. T Ty David S. Black.
Timothy J. Heffron, Lieutenant, Ladder Company 9 Henry M. Hawkins.

Michael J. Dacey, Lieutenant, Ladder Company 20.
John J. Kennedy, Ladderman, Ladder Company 13.
Martin A. Kenealy, Captain, retired.

James E. Downey, Hoseman, retired.

i

Lpe M2t i

B CuaNGEs FRoM FeBrUARY 1, 1920, To FEBRUARY 1, 1921.

Number of men appointed to fire force . gl 29
Number of men reappointed to fire force %

All others S 6

y Discharged . i 2 5 ; : A ; 5 b

| e T s ARG SRS T TS I SRR sl N
o Deaths 3 5

B Pensionere’ dibll 8" G ¢ Lnh L R







