





HISTORY.

FIRE COMMISSIONERS.
*1874-1876. Alfred P. Rockwell.
1877-1879. David Chamberlain.
1879-1883. John E. Fitzgerald.
1883-1885. Henry W. Longley.
1885-1886. .John E. Fitzgerald.
1886-1895. Robert G. Fitch.
1895-1905. Henry S. Russell.

1905. Patrick J. Kennedy.
(Acting February 17—March 20.)
1905-1908. Benjamin W. Wells,

1908-1910. Samuel D. Parker.

1910. Francis M. Carroll.
(Acting May 27—September 16.)
1910-1912. Charles C. Daly.

1912-1914. Charles H. Cole,
1914-1919. John Grady.
1919-1921. John R. Murphy.

1921-1922. Joseph P. Manning.
(Acting Nov. 8, 1921—April 1, 1922.)
1922. William J. Casey.
(Acting April 1—August 24.)
1922-1925. Theodore A. Glynn.

1926. Thomas A. Sullivan.
(Acting January 26—July 6.)
1926-1930. Eugene C. Hultman.

1930-1933. Edward F. McLaughlin.

1933. Eugene M. McSweeney.
(October 16, 1933—January 5, 1934.)
1934-1938. Edward F. McLaughlin.

1938-1945. William Arthur Reilly.

1945-1946. John I. Fitzgerald.
(June 7, 1945—January 7, 1946.)

1946~ Russell 8. Codman, Jr.

CHIEFS OF DEPARTMENT.

1826-1828.
1829-1835.
1836-1853.
1854-1855.
1856-1865.
1866-1874.
1874-1884.
1884-1901.
1901-1906.
1906-1914.
1914.
1914-1919.
1919-1922.
1922-1924.
1925-1930.
1930-1936.
1036-1946.
1946-1948.
1948~

Samuel D. Harris.
Thomas C. Amory.
William Barnicoat.
Elisha Smith, Jr.
George 'W. Bird.
John 8. Damrell.
William A. Green.
Louis P. Webber.
William T. Cheswell.
John A. Mullen.

John Grady. (1 day.)
Peter F. McDonough.
Peter E. Walsh.

John O. Taber.
Daniel F, Sennott.
Henry A. Fox.
Samuel J. Pope.
Napeen Boutilier.

John F. MeDonough.

* Previous to 1874, the Boston Fire Department was in charge of the Chief Engineer.
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ANNUAL REPORT

OF THE

FIRE DEPARTMENT

FOR THE YEAR 1948.

Bosrton, January 3, 1949.
Hon. James M. CurLEy,
Mayor of Boston.
DEAR SIR:

I have the honor to submit herewith a report of the
activities of the Boston Fire Department and the
Electrical Inspection Division for the year ending
December 31, 1948.

In my report for 1947 it was stated that the moderniza-
tion program for the Fire Department, instituted by
yvour Honor in 1946, would probably be completed dur-
ing 1948, subject to unforeseen delays with respect to
the delivery of new equipment on order.

At this time the department has received the follow-
ing listed equipment ordered under the 1947 Equipment
Budget Loan:

20 Pumpers
10 Hose Wagons
1 Tractor for Tower 1
1 20-Ton General Motors Corporation Tractor
2 1,000-Gallon Gasoline Tank Wagons
3 15-Ton Pickup Trucks
23 Small Cars
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train all new men to become proficient as drivers of fire
apparatus. The other school directed by qualified
officers was set up to obtain a record of the proficiency
of permanent drivers and to provide opportunities for
greater improvement. Considerable headway has been
made through these schools in reducing accidents
involving vehicles of the department. For the period
beginning November, 1946, to November, 1947, it was
necessary for the chief inspector of the Fire Prevention
Division to investigate 62 accidents involving fire
apparatus. For the period, November, 1947, to
November, 1948, since the Driving Schools were estab-
lished, Fire Prevention Division has investigated 37
cases, showing a material reduction in the number of
accidents. It is my intention to continue these schools
during 1949.

Prior to 1946 company drills were held weekly, now,
company drills are held daily.

A deputy chief has been detailed to Headquarters
for a special assignment to cover all fire stations and
report on the maintenance of all apparatus and condition
of fire stations. The city has made a large investment,
approximately $1,500,000, for the purchase of new
equipment, and it is my intention to continue, at all
times, to impress upon the members of the department
their responsibility in maintaining and protecting this
new equipment in the best possible manner.

New ConstructioN.— The construction of a new
fire station at the corner of Charter and Hanover streets,
to house Engine 8 and Ladder 1, at a cost of $195,731.27,
begun during 1947, was completed on September 1,
1948. This building constitutes one of the major
improvements in the North End of the city during your
Honor’s present administration.

The work under contract awarded to the firm of
J. A. Singarella Company, in the amount of $123,200,
for the construction of a new fire station at Mt. Vernon
and River streets, Back Bay, is not yet completed.
The contractor was delayed by foundation difficulties
beyond his control. Furthermore, various legal matters

pertaining to the construction of the new house had to.

be settled with the abutters resulting in further delays
in the progress of the work.

On September 13, 1948, contract was awarded to the
firm of Bossi Construction, Ine., in the amount of
$111,387, for the construction of a fire station at Wash-
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ingfon street and Fernclifi avenue, West Roxbury.
This job should be completed by the spring of 1949,
It is proposed to place in service a new engine company,
No. 55, when the building is ready for occupancy.
Sufficient space and accommodations have been allowed
in the design of the fire house for the installation of a
ladder truck, should such a company be required at a
future time.

New Prosects.— Your Honor has already allocated
the sum of $1,500,000 for the construction of a new
Maintenance Division Garage and Headquarters, much
needed by the department. This building will house
the Headquarters’ offices, Fire Prevention Bureau, Fire
Alarm Construction Force, and the entire Maintenance
Division. Space will also be provided to house Tower 2,
now located at Bristol street, and Engine 23, formerly
located in fire house, now closed, on Northampton
street. Out-door space will be set apart for a depart-
ment drill yard. The building will be located on land
near the corner of Massachusetts avenue and Southamp-
ton street, the total area containing approximately
125,000 square feet. Of this area, 80,000 feet belongs
to the City of Boston, and is utilized by the Paving
Division of the Department of Public Works. The
remainder of the area, containing approximately 45,000
square feet, has been purchased by the city from the
New York, New Haven & Hartford Railroad.

Accompanied by Mr. John Gray, city architect, and
executives from the Maintenance Division, I, per-
sonally, made an inspection of the New York Kire
Department repair shops which are the most modern
of any Fire Department in the country. The New
York building was built in 1946 at a cost of $2,500,000.
According to the latest building cost index, if this
building were to be constructed today it would cost
$3,750,000. Obviously, the needs of the Boston Fire
Department are not as great as those of New York, so,
with the amount of money at our disposal it is expected
that the department will have a completely up-to-date
and modern garage capable of handling the depart-
ment’s needs.

It was recommended in 1946 that the City of Boston
adopt a modern Fire Prevention Code which would
strengthen the Fire Prevention Division of the Depart-
ment in its efforts to eliminate and reduce fire hazards
throughout the city. After consultation with many
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