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AUDITOR’S REPORT. 7

The great fire which visited the City of Boston on the
night of the 9th of November, 1872, proved to be an awful
calamity, destroying the heaviest business portion of our
city, which embraced nearly all the wholesale and jobbing Dry
Goods and commission houses, together with the Boot and
Shoe and Wool commission houses ; also a large number of
Iron and Steel warehouses, Banks, Insurance offices and
newspaper establishments. The fire commenced in a four-
story granite, dry-goods warehouse, numbered 83, 85 and 87
Summer street, corner of Kingston street, about quarter past
seven o’clock on Saturday evening, and the flames spread
with fearful rapidity to the surrounding buildings, and were
not subdued unti} the next day about noon, having destroyed
all the buildings embraced within the district bounded by
Summer, easterly side of Washington street, Milk street, all
but the northerly side between Washington street and the
new post office building, Devonshire street, Water street, both
sides between Devonshire street and Liberty square, except
the Boston Post newspaper building, Congress street to Lin-
dall, Lindall street, Kilby street, Oliver street, southerly side
of Oliver street to the water front on the harbor. The
amount of property destroyed can safely be set down at
$75,000,000 — a vast amount in a compact space-embracing
an area of sixty-five acres. The whole number of buildings
destroyed was 776, of which 709 were brick and stone, and
67 of wood. Fourteen lives were lost, of whom seven were
firemen. The amount paid for refreshments, sleeping apart-
ments, and feeding horses for the military, and refreshments
for the firemen and police, in consequence of this fire, was,
for the Military, $29,858.87 ; Firemen, $13,100.38 ; Police,
$6,202.97; total, $49,162.22.

A special session of the Legislature of the State was
convened by the Governor at the request of the City Coun-
cil, by reason of this fire, and among the acts of said
special session was one giving authority to the city to loan to





















