OLD COLUMBIA AN
FOUR HOUSES

More Than 300 Families Hurried Out in Cold Near Washington .

"'BOSTON, THURSDAY MORNING, FEBRUARY 22.

1917

And Mott Sts—Elevated Trains Stop in Fire Zone
~ And Seorchgd-*—l.oss Estimated at $300,000

Overhead Traffic Disrupted

Surface

I
|

Crowds Storm the Great

Stations |

Fear of Falling

Walls Holds Up'

Running Past the Ruins

Until Declared Safe

AID HURRIED FROM

Fire last night destroved the his-
toric six-story brick and stone bulld-
‘g between Lovering st and Mott st
on Washington st, the site of one of
the first. Catholic churches in this
city, but in recent yearg that of the
Columbla Theatre. Wames drove
more than 300 familles from thelr
homes and completely paralyzed all
trafic over the KEleveted Railway.
The pecunlary loss was estimated at
$300,000.

How the fire began is still_tha anh-
fect of conjecture, but today will be-
come the subject of State and nity
investigation, Witnesses stated last
evenlng that the fire started on the
second floor at 892 Washington st
known- as the Grace Building, sup-
posedly in the Lucas & Wallace
tailoring establishment, '

With lightnlng-like rapidity the
flamee spread frdm the tatloring shop
on the second fidor of this bullding
to the roof of this bullding and thance
leaped ‘to the roof of the bullding at
978 Washington st, formerly the
Columbia Theatre, now known as the
Bouth FEnd Theatre, under recons
struction for Loew's Theatrlical Syn-
dicate, '

From here the fire gradually ate
its way back into dwelling houses in
Mott and Loveriog sts, in all gutting
four dwellings and damaging others
go that thelr Inhabitants were not
ahle 1o return to tham after the fire,

Elevated Rallway HIit

The finmes alve damaged the Blovated
strueturs, but how badly could nol be
ascortained last night and will not be
known untll after a conferance and fri-
vestigation has heen held this morning.

It = certein, however, that ne triins
will be run over this part of the Ele-
vated atructure untll b has Dbeen In-
spectad loday, which means that the
aiructiure will be out of servico until
lute this afterncon, at lsagt,

The lre was dlscovercd at 656, when
A L, Donovan saw & flash on the sec-
vnd fAour of the Grace Bullding, as he
stood zerose the etresl wwaltlug a oar,

Just at that momeént patrolman Albert
J. MNott was worned by Mr Donovan
and ithe policeman rang I an &larin,
Eefors the frst appacvates arctved the
flumes had Jumped from the sscond
floor to the roof, and the whole bullding
wad a blaging furnace. The first chier
on the scens ordered a eecond alarm,

SUBURBAN TOWNS

HUGE TEUP ON ™
FLEVATED ROAD.

Untl & therough ° Investigation ' by’
Building Commiasioner ©'Hearn of the
walle of the burned bulldings. at the
Columbia Theatre site no tralng will be-
permitted to run over the  Elevated
structure between the Boyiston-st sta-
tion in the tunnel and the Dover-st sta-
tion, This will entail the employment |
by the Mlevated of a lorge number of -
surface. cars, upon which patrond will be.
transported downtown from Dudley and
Northampton @ts,  to which " stdtlens |
traing will run from Dudley Bt. -0 - .«

At a late hour Jast night,' Ghlef Mo
Donmough pronounced ihe walls of the
old. Colum pie Suilding asdn o precarions: -
Rtate::Should they fall, [t 'is aertaln '
that the New Haven and perhops tha'®
Bogton & Albany Roadd: wili ba oon-
fronted with a tleup problem. of thelr -
B, i 1 I., !

While no blg Boston fice within .
memory has hit the Rldvated's mnning:
acheduly suck & staggering blow, it must
in all justice ba sald that road. cfiiclals. .
rearranged matters with all the calarity ;
thut ways possible in such o tight eltuas -

tion, :

A

Carsg Impressed . 3Tt
Paspengars from Forest e ir._tllﬂ.[_'_
Bullivan sq were promptly talken -oRre
of In surface cars, hundreds of Whigh. :
were horrledly lmpressed for the smbes
gency, each manned by a erew, many of
whose numbers had bean summonsd to
the job with equal haste. . Fohe
Dudley st, belng the nearest husk- .
center to the fire, of course folt ita.bf-; 1
tects fivet and worst. For the flrst
hour thera was o great deal of cgn-:
fesion there, Passongers {nbound, Mnodt
of them headed for theatres or intown '
antertainments of one kind or anpther,’
continued to arrive at the terminal in 't
droves ond’ for & few minutes. the.
guards and other employes wersslost:

Aty

in the maze of humonity, which ra.tj-_ ‘i
hither apd thither, secking =omeone :
who could tell them what It wae all’
pbout and dlrect them to thoir deptlnm- §
tinms, : I
Zach car bound out of tha lower level'
wits jammed within a few seconds of
the time I wag run in, Evervhody was
In tolernble good noature, but were
anxious to know just what and whers .
the trouble was. After the Hrat hour-
the situation was well ln hand. The
homoeward rush from the thaitres Was
the next problom, but considering the - .
presp of work, things want smoothly -
anongh through the latier half of the
nigit. ; t

Pulled Away From Flames i
Avcording to o statement by the Ple r
vatod, power was shut off on the Hie- 1

Continued. on the Sccond Page.

HUGE TIEUP ON

Continued on (the Second Pago,

timeveral passengers (o e lust in Jumaien

ELEVATED ROAD

Continued From the First Page,

vated structure at 6:09, thres minutes

after the alarm was scunded at thelr

owerhousas, Thias stalled five traing

etwaen Boaviston st in the tuhbe and
udley s5t, twoe of which were within
the reach of the fiames, One Wes south
itncd the other north-hbound. ;

Through some saource the road ofilcials
were Ipatantly Irformed of the locatlon
of theas two stalled trains, At 7:00 the
Julee was apgain shot through the third
mll lo thess tralms, Thelr motormen
were, of course, notifled of this when the
cur Hghis resumed thelr duties.. Bo both
turned (helr levers and drove: their
triving ahead for what distance they
could during the minute'of thne that the
powor was kept on.

This took them aafely -2ut of the fire
RORE, ;

Althoogh paint wag scorched on Bome
cars and pome windows domaped by the
linmee, Elevated officlals nsserted later
thol. they. had-no fear fof the safety of
the pagsengers, because both traind were
made up of compressed steel cars,

Stopped in Fire Zone

AL T, power wase shut off an all surface
lines in a 2one within & mile of the fire,

This Iefi one outbound Norfolik-st-
Fronklin-gt car, currying 35 pupsengers,
right In the heht of the Aames ns It
Blogd at Mott and Washingion sts,
Just bevond the rallvoad bridge there,
end right under the burning building.

Ewery passcnger realized the situa-
tion and made a huarrlel, but orderly
exi, IM'ow_ stopped  even 1o reguest
transfers. Moslt of them waplhed up te
Ttover si, where they bognded olher
Gars homeward hound,

Meanwhile conductors and gpuards on
the Shnvated teine pverhend were re-
fippesting those-of Lhiely poszenpgeors who
wished to leave the irnins amd plak |
wallting to the nearest gtation Lo do po,
Tils was done moatly upon Leadns neir:
Ll Dwver-st and Northamplon-st sta-
tland, both in und outloond,

Altor g brlef interinlssion, tains weprs
steadily oporuted from Hulllvan =g to
the Lipylasion-gt station, and from the
sunme tenninal lo the Bewch-st sbsadion
Vi the Alnntic-ay clreult, This provid-
ed gqulte normal serviee for  residents
narih of Boaton_who wikhed to get In Lo
thoutres or Lo the North and South Ter-
il Lo take treins for hollday excur-
sion=.  After Y:d pood mervice wae fur-
nigled on both thess lnes and on the
IElgvated from Doedley st to Forest Hilly
Terminal,

The regular inbound care over Wash-
fnigton st, as well am all the extras, were |
diveried past the fre via Muassachusbiis
av wedtward, ¢oming In Bhawmat av,
P Tremont s, Colinnbus ay or Boylston
sty Many were porouted Into the Plenss
sanbeat and Park-sL subways,
| Elevated Raliwny men made a parctial
s investigation last night and said the
Hirugtupe wan practieally unharmed. [
may be noonthine joduy, huwever, Lbefore
the condition of the walls of the gulted
building can be safely determined.

Forest Hills
The confu=lon ai

Forest Hills caused

Fhraln,  Many  inbound froimn Walpole,
Diedhiam,  Hast  Walpole  and  Need-

ham, becaime inixded tn thelr senve of Qi-
recthon and newrly g scorsa of {he luok-
Yess mmen and women, unfamiilar with
the intricaciesd of the Jamalca Plain
repuyment statlen ool cars Mor ]mnm;
v milstake. 1
A heavy gusard of motormen i eon-d
duitors  was  found necessary wo fme- |
press many with the faer that the ki
rraine werea ol renning, cven though |
the stoalrwiays were  LDlockisded  with
chaing, Many passengers weres on Lthelp
way to spend the hollday” with oul of
town relatives and became unreason-
afly tnbignnnt when Lhelr JUEHRECE WA
cheched, oven golig so [Ar us wtlempl
rm Joutle the guards aside,

Bullivan 5q

There was & great crush of traffe ot |
both upper ami lower levels of the
Bulllvan-sip Terminel statlon. Hoapt Sen-

ter. with & large corps of aHsislanls,
kept the oars mnoving out 28 fudl an |t
watk pussible to de 500 ANl the car lies
were transferred from the wopper leve)
pEsElnig through the dation to Bcollay
Ry and return, with the excepuon of
.Ithc Woburn, Bpot Pond wnd Dhawls-ny
lirER.

Alany eXtra CBETE Wors  jrossed
pervice ond Jong Hoes of chirs Hept
Atandiug oulside the etatien. Cars were
run irregularly, being pushed through,
toiiled  with paesengers, as sleedily ws
| pussible with sofety,

At v pom the elevatcd lrain Bervice
fstarted between Hullivan sy oamd  the
| Buoyiston-st Btation, juest bevood which
i1e a switch over e the outhound T.:'a.ﬁ.lc

I
1S pom prost of the carg resuined Lhelr

dwlpie e cebmeobepty, dlpan

Into

I'hs' which the retdrn trlp was mude.
L} |

P s,

A

Gnutln_u'cﬂ From the _Flll;'l't Pine.;-

and  Chief McDonough godn. ordered - a
third alarm. The fourth and ffth’ ware
Hent’ inc within o few minutes; ecalling
practienlly .evary- compiny . In. the elty
to the scens, &nd: culling on outside
citles nnd towns fop apioietus td take
care of any-other dlaring which might
come In, The eutjof-town apparitus
fAlled in at the empty houses.

oy,

Routed Out by Pollca

When tha flrat: Aremen arrived flames
wera dartlng acress Lov ring’ at,  and’
grosping hungrily atthe windows of the
I-stary flreproof Jaynes Building. The
flre: was -alpo stratched halfway - across
Washington st toward the Walls Memop-
rinl” Bullding and backward teward the
brick dwellings on both Mott and Lov-
ering sts. - . | i ! ; el

As the Jaynes
Le the best modern (ype of construction
and therafore:practically énfe from hire,
the firemen paid little. attuntin to-it at
first. When the fire 'wak over, howover,
It was found that some of the tenanit. ef
thig - blg structure  had Tost heavily,
chiefly through water dogmoage. | |

Colneident with the third alarm,. came
the swmmoning out -of the polies re-
serves who, under “BIN"? Carey, patroled
tho dlstrict . and established fite lines.
Omae of thelr first caves was to Joln with
the fireraen 'of routing ‘the 'ccbitpants ‘of
all the housges on Mott and Loverlng ste
from their homes, :

Feared Falllng Walls .

There seemad tv be great danger that
these dwellings would all be consumed
by the flames. Not only thet, but dur-
Ing the hight of the flre, there seemed
to be dangei cvery moment that ithe
walle of the bazing bullding would
fall, ‘T'he firemen, ting on every
gide of the fAre, wera in expectation of
leslng their lives, ;

Chief McDonough gave the polles am-
phatie orders to drive every one elge
from the danger zone, and this was
done, FEwven newspapermen and othern
equipped with badges supposed to admit
them within fires lines were hustled
out of the way of the tottering wallg.

While these ‘mensures for their safety,
dld not always meet with the approval
of thosa safeguarded, that - they were
visa 18 shown by the fact that & few
saconds loter part of the coplng of tha
theatra ¥ame crashing down, showerin
the HAremen on the I. structurs an
thage in the =treet below with burning
wood and sparka,

Fram whatever cause they started the
flames had great headwny on the fre-
men. By the time the bulk of the ap-
]I:-i'irn.tus.' oot into play both the Grace

ullding améd tha Columbia Bulldin
wela magses of flame, burning so fas
and brilllantly that the best the men
could do was to try and conflng the hlaza
to them.

Even this was impossible, however,
for the tlre went on briskly in splte of
tha tons of water poured upon it Harly
in the fire the flames hed burst through
the windows of tha asixth, seventh,
elghth and mintii fleoors of the  Joyvnes
Bullding, smashing i the windowa,

Army Stores in Danger

The ninith floor is occupied By the
United States Army
depot for stores. Tortunately the bulld-
ing was built to withstand fames, or

some 3500000 weovth of army atores, in-

cluding blankets, tents, shoey and uni-

formeg would have heen ﬂaﬁ:rﬂ]:.'m
¥

W18 it was, the lames complate tod
the privite ofMice of Lisut Col o
Melfny Willlemson, in charge of the

depot, The window frames were burned,
his desk charred, and the interlor of
the offlce wreched, The general office
of the depot was algo doamaged, although
a telephone exchange situsted thera re-
mained In eommibsion during tha fira
he stores In the other roome of the
depot-were heavlly damaged Ly witer.

The attention of night weatchman
Honry of the depot was ficet oplled to
the fire by the sounding of the auto-
matic gongs, which began to sound on
| Bevera floora of the ULullding at tha
|game time as the fire pontrated it :
| He rushed tu tha Frwute office and
{ grabbed & number of valuable DETE
lom Col Willigmsop'a desk. So far as
| Cnl Willlameon wa= ahle to state last
| evening, the flre did not destroy any
| officlal papers. 4

| Firms Damaged

| The otlyer fArms ocoupying thiz build-
Ing, all of whom euffered more or less
damapge elther from water or fire, were
{he Ricker-Jaynes -Company, first and
gocond floors: Farnsworth & Hoyt Com-
pany, shee linings,  fourth and Afth
floors: Barren, Anderson Company, deal’
erz in men's garments, third, slxth and
seventh floprs; Bell Shirt and Walst
Company, elghth floor, !

The Grace Building and the old Co-
jumbia Building .were both unoccupied
gave for. tho talloring establishment
on the second Noer of the Gracs Build-
ing, where the five began. The Loew
‘Phentrical Byndieate, which owned
both structures, Wns reconstructing
them. 'This, it was stated last night,
fg what maode the loss g0 blg, inasmuch
as . conslderable work hed besn dona
on the interlor of the itheatra.

Those coenversant with the sltuation
gtaled that the thentre was n fact just
a #hell of outer walls, filled xlth stag-
ings und mechanics implements, The
oplit Columbln closcd last July and but

for the fire the South End Theaire would
ave been upencd here next April,

May Wreck the Structure
BuildiugCommissionar Patrick O'Hearn
stnted Tast night: during the fire that

unfe that they must bo taken down at |
pooe,  Ar e hendguar-tors of the Loew )

and he was ool able last night to get in
touvh with them, e wie unnble to have

the rulnz telion down dm‘lnﬁg the nlght.
Acting Moayer James J, Hiorrow had
pumerous  conferenced  with  Bullding

Commigsfoner 'Hearn during the fire,
hut would male no statement. A oon-
ference will bhe held this morning rela-
tive to wrecking the stroctures,

Train Stalled i g
Just oe the fire broke through the
ronf of the old Columbla Building a
geven-car Elevaled train came rushing |
aluhg the structure bound south. As ity

came directly in front of the blaze the|
“jgico” gave out andgdt stopped. There
were sone SO0 pasdengers aboard and.
ws the lames cravKed the windows and!
woarred the mides of the steel cars lllﬁi
patrous bovame Trightened,

The puard sang out for “jusrt @ bit
more juice. and the motormal started
the tradn omwards, Meantime, however,
the third aund fourth ears hid caught
aftre, “When the train again came 1o &
{stogy,  Just beyond the reach of the
[ Aames, the train crew eaxtingulshed this,
¢ In the nterlin the ciew had gone
Pihrough the earg at breakneck speed,
| eiliming the exclied passengersa Ona
(o wolnan, who had falnted, was revivaed
Ly fellow-passengers,  Oflcinls of the
road wnd the orew asgleted the passen-
gers of this and several other trains
sinlled at various pointe along the L to
the tricks.

The pussengers of each traln, msslsted
e - L. employes  then walked to the
nepreet station and descended to the
Hireel.

Traffic over the entire L syvetem was
pugpenaed for a time, and it will not be
resumed over this partficular potion un-
uib an emgineer of the road hes made a
survey Loday, *

Only Rudge in the Building

The only nperson in the bullding, so
fur an coitld he definitely learned last
night. when the tre slarted was (George
Hudge, the jaunilor of the Columbia
Cuflding, HMe was st the rear of the
stnge when he heard engines golng Ly,
“an engine roshing piet dossn’t e
ek to me ' he sald, “so ut fArst 1 paid
no  stttention to them. Then 1 hewrd
eonie more come, and I thought T would
firidd out where the flre war, Bo I run
ot the bark door. There was the whole
place goingf*

Hudge said he belleved there might
hpve been somebody In the tailoring
Pluce on the second floor of the Grace

Buildiug wa'ar';_ hnoyn io

fnUArtermaster's |
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Ctone 'and the MlMetle tote-wera laft to

SR8 T
o ahp 'ltblfa:.r id- Aot ‘ballave ‘there W
man! dajd. theyidid not bal s WA
Ahy one saye Hu _Eﬂhl#,ftﬂ_ﬁﬁll&u:.ﬂ
the ‘fire' began:” There: ware Paama how-
aver,-in- the -old/ briek;dwellings of Mott
st and Lovering st-' " . 7 v o)
._In:the. attlo)of 18 Lovering at Uved iMrs
Levengon, while in, othar portions 'of thw
housa  lved Mra. Allce . Blehardson, £9
sars old, her daughter, Mrs Clara.
raved, Mrd Cathérine Bloker and her
thres” childien, “and "a' couple- of 1ittle |7

children. ! 1
Homes Bufned Qut’ it
Epectators dashed ‘fnto thls house goon
aftar the flre begin and tried to<arounse
the ootupents: Number 8§ Lovering at
is unuccun_,lngi".-g.nﬂ “the perll of thesa
next' daor  pricticilly to. tla
urning theatre  ssamed : grent. : Threa
man :ecarried the wged' Mra . Richardson
arid, her. daughtée to- the btrest, while
others assisted  cut: Mrg Levenson and
the famlly of Mta Catherine Rioker.. . .
The story ‘of . the two little children,
refoued by Max Bikoaky of Huarrvieon av |-
wils particulacly -sad, It appears that
thiolr fathar has heen out of worlk for n
long time, . Thelr. mpther lg slek, o
Emtiunt. at the City Hospital, Thelr four
rothers ‘and ‘slstefB- have heen :taken |
from the house by chorltable institu-

thé  caré of . kindly nelghbordy who: -for
0 wael, heve bean providing them with
fned, They ware.carried outl by Bikosik
and toalten to & néighbor's home, Thehy
h e, guch g 1t Wae, ‘“was ‘amang the
total losses of the fire, -~ " .

Both,8 and 12- Loverlng *at’ were de-
au;::y_bd by the fire; - Whils, the olher
houses of the street were not damaged,
their occupants, chyll::n:.r “popr - Jewish
resldents, will'sustalh- water and. other
dimages, They weéra unable to return
to! thelr homes up to & late hour last
n:zht. ‘and  gouglit shelter in. nedrby.
BLores, S

Chesker Playera Indifferent

Two houses in Mott st were a.iun_ﬁmu—l
aged- by..the flames,; and here alse the
famlliee wera driven.out and forced to
seall refuge~from the 'cold in. nelghbor-
ing homes and storee. ] !

Directly -opposite . the Grace Buliding
fa: the Wells Memorial Building, where |
OVer & score, cf labor meetings were
to'be held. Although 'the fire preventarl
all but one meating from being hela,
pome 40 checker players continueéd all
through the fire to move’ thelr wooden
pleces aa, thyugh, atl ore gerang Willi-
out. A=z o metter of fact they wera in
no great danger. but had the front wall
ol sither the Grace Bullding or the
Colimbia Bullding {allen, as was mo-
mentarlly cxpecied, they - might have
been injurad, : *

When the fire was slghted by rallroad
officlals, thers was s .string. of Ireight
cars procead.ng glowly nlong the tI'HAJEH
under the Washington-st rajlroad bridige
There seamed to bo pome donger that
thess cars might cateh five. They were
iot. past the fire and then stopped.

aterr they werc shoved onto A sido [
track, froeing the tracks for local end )’
distance trains, :

1 least jar might cause the totteving walls.
.itd come down.

tures,

the wnlls of both buildings were do un-; L

agenis wre n New York and Chicago, | .

=ZBWASHINGTO NSt

|-what nohody seemed to Lkuow,

A nE resuming

| offielals safd they wWere tokl
lcoupt the fact that repairs

at &l h 1 : ¥
1 Iwring the fire the pollee discovered

| opened

: i Bennett, and then wis presaited for the

Spectacular Fire

Fire breaking through ihe 1oofs of
the two structures and reddening the)
sky, fliremen fighting the blaze from
roof of the sotructure at the cornor of

Ricker Jaynes Bullding and from the
roof of the struetur al the corner of
Washington and Castle yts; spray turn-
(ing into lea as it struels the pavements,
and a wealth of engines, ladders,
chemicals and fremen, made the fro
one gf the most spectacular aver seén
in this clty. .
Tower 2, which early in the fire wes
near Washington st, waos pulled ot
later in the nlght becauvae of the ax-
trame danger of the Moti-st wall fall-
Ing. This wall bulged out during the
Intter part of the fire, :
anerlnﬁ' gt was blocked with ladder
trueks, chemleala and engines, even os
Mott st was choked with towers and
engines. From every possible vantoge
polnt the army of Chlel McDoenough
wirged war on the bloge. In Haorrison
av, among f half dozen others was Kn-
ine 14, the miehtiest machifne of the
epartment, shoolting three lheslful of
water—E5 gallons & minute-—inte the
vary heart of the blaze, ;
The vitality of the fire was amazing.
T"or an hour the gigantle streams flred
ut it from every angle-geemed Lo make
no - impressioin,  Suddenly. there. was u
crogh mnd o rumble. The stagings in-
plde the theatre and whatever there was
of Aooring had collapsed.

Loss $300,000 i :
But the flre battled on, (nding fuel, on
It was

Jjust hefore 7 o'clock when {ho HArel
alarm was sounded. At 10 the dull ved
glara inaide the building was as ruddy
af avar. : :

Battling with intense cold as well us
the flames, the men stood thelr ground
on every mide, only prusing now and
then Lo let #cimeons alas talae a line
while they gulped down o cup of coffes,
The Box 62 Assodiation, hesded by D
Googlng was "en' the job,”" dlstribuling
eoffan, E 3 :

. When the fre loat its gri
BElevaled tra

* 1

the guestion
e was talken
up, and It was quickly declded that the

Il.f W&fll‘ii Ihﬂtri-eil';arf. ;icdcifl-
od to forbid any L traflic un ate today,
In estimoting the dama At §3, 000,
qnint.n ao-

ad boen
made in the theatre, and that losaos
wern not_conflined to the burned atruc-
Before the remodeling of the
buildings -begon they were assessed at
£110,000, the old Columbia Bullding being
Wlﬁﬂl at 376,000 gnd the Grace Bullding

three lleged pickpockets in the crowd,
Herpt “Bill" Irwin,  who was in plain
¢lothes, ecaptured one, o -YOURE Nesro,
and . uniformed, offlcers took the others
into :I-.uatuﬂ.:f,

THEATRE’S VARIED CAREER

Opened In 1881 With First-Class
Praductions—Intended to Be Thor-
oughly Fireproof '

The Celumbia Theatre has had 2
varied caresr.: Bullt by the Iate James
1. Grace of thls clty at a cost of $275,000,
it was opered Oct B 'I18M, by Willlum
Harrls - and Charlea B Atkinwon,
loseees, Wwith  high-class  productioos.
Charles FProhinan's, Now York company
the bDeautifdl new pluyhouse
with *‘Men. and  Women,"”. wnd in {he
cadl  were many whoe achieved great
{wyceesa In later rears, ineluding Irod-
[ ertele DeBRell¥ille, Orrin. Johnson, ¢yril
{Heott, Maude Adame, Willlam  Morris
{and. Odetta Tyler. This play ran live
| weekH,

When the Columbly, was opened gl

wad understood to be &y neorly flrepraocy

as uny structure In the country. Tt woas

{he  first thedtre Dbuflt coverod entirely

on the mside with terra cotta. For a

time the theatre met with great sucooss,

Harry Harrls, who was lost on the Tl-

tanic, was the flrst {reasurer, nnd

Thomas ILothlan, now manager of the

C¥®oninl Theotre, was nsslstant treas-

urer, : -

Harry K. Dixey pipyed the theairs
for two weeld following: the production
of “Janpa," in which appearad Johnsatone

| firet time on any wtage, “"Lost Prra-
i dige,” which ran for 12 wecks and num-
hered among its plavera "John Kellerd,
‘Howard Haneel, Walter Perkins and
 Mannette Comstock,” wll of whom have
¢ becotne Blard slnge. -1
i Mr Atkinzon rotlred from the wnm-
! mgement of the theatre In about & yedr
to start the Bowdoln sSguare Theatre.
which he had built, The seison of 18
saW & remurkable change in the policy
of the Coliumbla Theatre, which wad re-
raodeled In the interlor along Londorn
danee hall lines. Refreshmeble were
porved wnd the hlﬁ mugleu]l eempanles
played there draw big crowds nightly.

The opening of the elevited rall-
way marked tha end of the history as
i frst-clurd  houde, the nolse of  Lhe
tralns mnking It difflcult to hear what
wag snld o the ptage. In mors racent
ceurs the house has been the home of
t-urleuque. vaudevills and moving ple-
ures,

Jomes J, GOrape, the owner, eecurad’ a
}l.'nrr:!!lnt of %61,807.00, including Interest,
g damages agalnet the Tlévated Radil
 way for dumages to his theaire, which
wal ont of the largest verdicts returned
n%'alnﬂt the road following ita buillding
of the clevited, g
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