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TWO FIREMEN
IN $200,000 BLAZE

Flames Sweep Five-Story Block
At Albany and Harvard Sts

—_—

Nearby Houses
Vacated

[P

Lign furley's Squad
s Glose Gall

Theory Reobbers Were
to Blame Wrong

M Ly Do
After Blast

i

Two Hremen were slightly injured,
the Hves of 12 others were placed o, |

driven from tholr homos and ]ﬂﬂil,. £
pstimated by Chiof Walsh ot 1:2!]0,00-;.\“
was caused carly Inst night by ‘fire,
that awept through the fAve-story
briek buslnese Llock nt Alboany nmi
[arvard sts, in the Cove Distrlet.

r
Comtdmmed o dhe Hlah Poge. i

jeopardy, more than 30 familios weﬁ?!f:

HURT

TWO FIREMEN HURT
IN $200,000 BLAZE

Contlrined From dhe 'lest Prge.

Patriek Murphy of Engine 26 and
C. J. Bulllvan of Engine 8 were ent
by falling gluss, Murphy on the face
and Sulllvan on one hand, Both were
troated at the fire and later wero sent
Lo quarlers,

Lieut Ihanicl Hurley of Rescene
Company 1, while leading men of his
own company and Firchont Compnrny
43 was hurled down a Nlight of sindia
by a hot alr explosfon. The men
|were thrown into a heap at the foot
fof the stairs, while thelr hose, torn
by the force of the explosion, wrig-
gled dangerously above their hends,
All escaped injury.

The bullding wns ocoupled exclu-
alvely by firms cogaged in the soda
water and ‘extroct trade. The firat
floor was oceupied by 8. G. Parker
& Co, nnd the Standard Bottling and
Extract Company had a part of the
sireet floor on the Harvard-st slde,
where Its office was located, It
imanu!n:lurinu plant was upstairs,

| One Firm's Loss $75,000

Other ocrupants of the Wilding wers
the Dr Swett Hoot Beer Company and
the Spring Water Carbonaling Com-
 bany. Al these firms loat heavily., P,
ol Flynn, mannger of 8 G Parker &
FCo, sald that the Arm had machinery
salued at $75 000 In the bullding and the
other Mrms algo had saluable machinery,
An the fire swept through all the Noors

Ivithls machinery ls belleved to be almost
o total loss ’

For & time It was belleved that {he
fire wos the result of o safe blowing in

! nosite ihe

ane of the strect offices, bt inter, nfter
the Nremen wepe able to center om (he
flaat flour, the two «afes In the ofllce of
5 G, arler & Co were found 1o be dne
tael nnd 50 was the safe in the oillce
of the Eiamdord Boltling and Fatrnct
Company. The flremen are unobla to
acepunt for the otlgin of the fee

Patiolmnn Clarence Lewls of the La-
gramge-st Statlon had an experlence tha
recalied days In the (renches “over
there " Lowls was gianding diicetly op-
Albany-at entrance to (he
Lbullding when an explosion took place
and ho wns struck by o part of the
front door that was huarled across the
stregt with sufficlont foiee (0 knocok
him down,

o —ont In the frst siarm and later
Chief Walsh ordered three more from
box 1432 poed st later another alarm
from Lo 1401, mahking fve alnrma Iy Ia
qulte o few yeary albce five alarms or o
gencral hnve been sent In from any
ong box In Doston,

Tho firg spread with alarming rapldity
aml (here wore froquent simall cxplo-
glon® The Are, starting on the strest
floor, swapt up ihreugn the siructape
i bursy though windows of the sees
and and thind foors on both the Ajbang
and Harvard-at sliles

Familles Vacate Homes

Asg the huilding s Jr what 15 consid-
cred p dangerous area Chiel Walsh
nmiassed his forces to prevent the spread
of the flames and soom bhod two deck
guns working on Albany st and another
in Harvard st, throwing great volumes
of water into the heart of the blaze,

Owing to the weather conditlons the
amoke hung low about the bullding,
making the work of the Aremen deeld-
ediy hazardous. Uncertain of the out-
coms, Chief Walsh Instrucied Capt
Dalley of the Lagrange-st statlon to
order the familles in the houzes an
Harvard st amd Hudson st to lonve thelr
homes, In fact, the order was harily
neceseary, tor the smoke was pouripg
from the burning bullding in such vol-
ume that the dwelling houses close by
were soon made uninhablitable and per-
song wera geen lugglng ol thelr prop-

[Feirarisisi

—

erty to a sofer zone. Motheras with
ttle ehildren threw shawls ower the
heads of thele Hitle enes and trled to
protect them Inm every way possible
from the suffocating smoke Kind-
hearted nelghbors were genorous ja thei
treatment of the ovicted ones and @
couple of hours lnter &ll were able to
return to their homes,

A posalblilty thal the explosion and
fire were dwe [ the work of robbers
caused quite & sensatlon among tho fire-
men and police. Capt Molthew Dalley
of tha Lagrange-st Statlon called out
hig reserves and men In plain clothes
veoured the digtrler for posalble sus.
pects. It was thought for a time that

the robbers might still be In the bulld-
Ing, possibly hiding In the wpper part
or even on the roof, and plang wore
made (0 capture them if c¢ventr ghould
Erqm that they wera the couvme of the
re,

Robbery Theory Shattered

It wns not unill more than three hours
alter the slart of the fire that the police

and fremon were positive that robbers
wore not to b'nme  Chiel Walkh, Capt
Thoempson of the Boston Protective De-
mrtment and Capt Dalley moide (helr
way Into (he bullding and examined;
the sofes. AN three were found tu boei
Intnct, although Beared by the finmes. |
he fire was on Innugplelouy  begin-
ning of the Xew Year 10r bk e ..1:r||,1
It belng an ﬁtceptmnalla_- bard one to
combat, owing to the density of the
smolke  and the wneather conditlons
Men on ladders and fire cscapis clums .
e lHner of hose monfulls, allbough
couded In thiek smoXo for half an
hour at o time. j

Lincs were nld throvgh the Greek
Orthodox Church from Harvard st and |
carrled to a polnt of vantoge In the
rear. Every avallable place was cov-
ered by Chief Walsh In his fght aggingt
« menacing fire that for more than two
nourg threatened (o sweep through the’
district and down o the Boston & Al-
bany frelght shods .

‘Tha burnei hu!lﬂ!n’jz Wwas the soono
eeverll months ago of an encounter bi-
tween the police and twe nlleged rob-|
bers who were caught In the office ofl
the Standard Hottling & Extract ‘um-i
iny, Shols wero 'fired by the police,

Illing ong of the [niruders Instantiiyy
The.gerond man died shortly nllorwarlll
from his wounds,




