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R. R. CARS SAVED
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'lre Fighters Menaced

. by lerrific hot-afr ex-
plaainm n-apeutaw]ar five-alarm fAre
swapﬁ the large wooden plant of the
IBaub:m Plate and Window Gilass
Company, covering a city block and
{facing on A streef, SBouth Boston,
‘nd caused loss of $150,000 today,

Eeveral firemen were injured in
#alls, The blaze was fought by prac-
[Gically the entire city's apparatus
and nnel, battling apainst a
IBLIRT AAn low temperatures and
podinst other odds to prevent a
gpread of the flames. The cause
{had not been determined, Most of
‘the structure was levelled in a flash,
£8 and smome pouring from the

‘of @ voleano,

In guick succession one salarm:
after another was sounded, with en-
gines and firemen ﬂnahlng ta ihe

‘building like that from the crater

By Hot Air Explosions

| the striet.

i The fireboat Matthew Boyle
found a poinl of vaniage in Fort
Point channel and directed its
battery of heavy guns intc the

'was early on the scene. This wes
the second big fire he has had to
fight since he was made chief, the §|
other heing in Charlestown several
days ago.

The blage, fanned by a strongl
nnrtnwe.sterly gale on one of the
coldest  mornings of the winter,

over the South Boston district. The
blaze was wvisible for miles. Within
a short timie atter fhe fite was dis-
covered, the fames Barst through
the roof and shot high in the air

A severe traffic tleup: occurred on
Buimimer street, nearby. Oils, paitits

levelled the wocden strusture in |
fuick time.

The blazing building was located |
in the midst of a congested industrial
and manufactiring: distrh:t A large
warghouse on one side of the hu'm:l-
Mg wes amohg the other MUauuras

spread g pall of dense, black smoke |

aned putty and other highly indam- |
ahle materials fed the fiames, which !

heart of the seething mass

Almiost immediaiely following the
| bursting of ‘the hose which injured
Fireman Roche,
lings cracked under fhe hilgh pres- |
sure. slowing down the attack on |}
| the inferno while lines were -
| coupled and new lengths added.

So intense was the ltedt that Chief
Pope feared it would penetrate the
bricic walls of nearby structures, and
hie directed that water curtains be
faghioned, Across the sireet are
wooder bulldings once occtpied as
tenements, but now given over o
ishops of various types.

District Chief John J  HEenney
ireceived aooul ot the rieht hand and
| was ziven first aid by & fire depart-
ment ambulance erew.

Fireman Fred Burns of Engine 6
was flghting the flames from: within
when he was strock and  kuoocked
dewn by the force of & stﬂ!am from

fhree additional

Fafmhnen DaEniel  CHara and"

 Robert Innis of the South Boston

police station were drenched whern
a hose in the gutter along A street,
near  which fthey were standing,
paried. |

An imteresied spectator was Eu-
gemne O, Hultmen, chaltman of the
mefropolitan  disteict  commission.
pang former five comnmissioner. Hea
was - passing with his aide, Walter 7.
(Shaw, witlle the firemen were pour-
“ing niilifons of gallons of waler onto |
ithe fire and stopped to view the
‘oattle. He spoke to several of the (|

men he lenevs while serving as comi- (B8

missioner,
The building, eniirely of wood,

i
covers a full scre of ground and - %‘ I

tends fromi A strect to the New |
Haven rallroad tracks, whers there

#re several wooden sheds which of- I::".'

mred a&iﬂxtmn&i fuel o the flﬁmeﬁ

and hay used in the plant for pack- |
ing there were renewed outiursts of
fiames to which were added the dry
wood used for crating.

Hundreds of pcmulw | their

scene from every divection. Fire menaced, Only rarely a:re:ﬁ alatme] SUaiot e e ehokis tally ! way to work s’tfap
Chief Samuel A, Pope, Tecently pro- sounded : 1+ Bostor Gy e R S | e e
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Fire Visible Miles Away
The buiding burned

Company officials said that only
a fire wall extending the full length

8 of the building near the New Haven rapidly,

i sending huge olouds of smuoke and
| : :

§ vards stopped the Hames from | games”into the air, which were E
W sweeping through the entire stroes | AT, ) ]
W ture, and on into the company sheds | plainiy visible for miles around,

£ ot the pear, | aouth-Shorve commuting traflic was

i aeshliglil, | tied up formore than an o by the
fire, as all traffic along A st oand
across the bridees by the South Sta-
tinn was halted, Automobiles were
ungble 1o cross at Congress st or
Fort Point Channel.

Hundreds of curious sped fo the
soene s the smoke and lames were
seen in the sky. They crowded
around the fire lines and stretched
along the Fart Paint Channel,

Chief Samuel J, Pops was
charge of the fire fighters

When the fite had been brought
under gontrol, large pileg of burned
machinedy were visible in the build-
ing.The gefieral offices, al 287 A st

natl ‘bean desttoyed and bul few of

|1 Blast Imperils Firemen
;'-_ One of the first five crews 1o reach
| the sgeene fran their ladders and

_hnt‘e% up. to ihe roof on' the A-si
i front. They had scarcely organized
|th|:'ir posifion when an  explosion’
il shot the flames towards and under
them, and the men fumbiled down
8 from the voof 1n” the nick of {ime
The clothes of the last men off were
stovched gnd ':ms_:ull:ieling
Meanwhile ¢ther nose’ erews set
8l v Aheir appztatus in the freight
H| vards, aling A st and on Wormwood
gt Bome worked their way into the

il interior of the building from tie ﬁ*e ‘Yacotds. saved from there. The
: b 4 ¥

|| rear, while others &’Qa]ﬁf& kh"; T}?I. reat of the building was the only

the rear and allacke u;], part of the structure still standing,

Iand. that was badly burped and

scorched,

The fiames were well fanned az
several truck entrances to The build-
ing were burned open and created
a drafi, One of them was blown
open by & hot-aiv explosion, which
also sent the glass of several win-
dowg’ shattering into ‘the strest,

in

— e

s

'[ from
B flames from there.
4 Thie nunibing cold and the frozen
water: handicapped their efforis. as
hoge mfter Hose few out of control
Land sent, their handlers flying to
the cobblestones and pavemnents
The fire boat Matthew Bovie drew
| o Port Foint channel and directed
B - sleady stréam of water! ints the
Iﬁames from - that vantage pdint.
LBy 8 pldlocke thel CfiPe waS
b onder pontroll It had wrecksd the
i entive buailding,, burned. right up o
i the Anderson building along A &,
| and bad been stopped less than B0
feet from the freight yards in the

- J_"-_—-.::r

Left to Right—Fire Chief Samuel Pupe Fire Commmsmnﬂr
Edward F. McLaughlin and Alfred N, Mmer vice pres of §
Massaehusetts Safet}' Cuuncil. 4 o

Burning Truck Saved

One truck in flames was rolled
from the building and partially gal- [
vaged. Others were believed lost,

The fire was made Enown by an
automatic alarm in the hurld’mg The
first fire officials ‘tP arTive immedi-
ately ¢ ut in addi tignal alarms, '
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South Eostun, this morning. Photo at right shows firemen attacking flames at close range on A st.

Probe ot $ 1 50,00V Fire
in South Boston Orderec

-

An  invedtigation by police and fire
officialz inte the cause nf Lha [fve=-

Al fire Lhat swept through the o=
B story wooden  stricture of the Boston
Flate and Window Glass' Company ak
TRISIET A mfrect, Soulh Boston, WhAE oT=
- dared vesterday after fvamen 't:-r-:uuzht
Lhe 3E000) fite under  control
Tire AChiel Hamuel Pope. gald that the
i canse wHs yndetermined. ;
Invesitzatars  will-.alzo .probe inte
§the soupding oof @i sutomaiic alarm
from | the building: at 840 vesterday
O fiorning, four. hours: befors  the Gre
W sbarted  Alithae thind frsmen vaced 16
| the plant but’ were unable ‘to find any
| traces of a fre..
L W= L}ehsl el that soime dstect im
O phe Ada e WY stem or fUhe spnEiiive ‘nas
W otire of the svEtem chused thiat alarng
apcoarding to the l:u. p=figation n‘im.‘laf at

§ that Limne.

| Fallowing. thie fite; Nowever, i was

W staled by fire efficials that & saiall
ﬂmuil]durkng fire AvHy Rave. heei | burh-

ing in some seslided spot.and | oould

M notb obe found by the Aremnisn. ;

M The - menoind fvacalarny  fire' (60 e
8 sounded by the rewly appoinied clidef
within. two weeks attracied fholosaids
of people 1o, the scene a8 hillows ol
srinke Etrtleidsa pall over Bouth (Bos-

garme slarm had sounded al
g*ﬁ.lgw ?he morning, automatically, [
‘and fitemen had gone fo the build-
' “But reported thal they could
ﬂm‘l o frace of a fize
1§ ie believed that tt;he ﬂrethi v
ing o in o the Dasemen
.Mhldeqznlﬁded corner at that time
a.n':t ‘that it did not gain gufficient
flhieadway 1o cause & second alarm
N antil three hours later.
“Fire officials said that the anto- i
matic alarms are so sensilive thal
they samefimes go off without cause [
and that the 3:20 alattn was believed ;
Flan fristance of this.
Railroad officials weresummaon edto 8
I the gpene with the second alarm, and _
tour freight cars loaded with glags-
agare were palled away from the |
rear of the building 1o safety as soon
an an engine could be backed around
ETE, i
thﬂegsiﬂaa Chief Pope, Fire Commis-
sipner Bdward W. MeLaughlin g
Su}:vermten:ieni of Police Edward W.|

Police  Capt Joseph DMLE
.nl::rn of Sauth Poston and}
: _politan Distriet Commissioner
‘Bugene €. Hultman, formerly fire
a.nﬁ police commissioner, were al
present at the five, [
MeHinnon declareﬂ the trafiic jam}
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Bek and almast e entive plalt. was
| burning at one Lime s a =trolg wind

n'\l
¥ T‘n.e- buiiding
"5’ bl

grm.mﬂ thie Souih Station the worst
~eoild remember i TECENT Vears
Watchmen were in constant at-

| tendance at the building. The night

tran, n Hernon, was just going

i off duiy and Fred I'-Tarshall the day)

: nad just come o work when

: lm‘m was rung in, Both ment
gaiﬂ'ﬁie}r did not smell or notice an

| smoke of e;m&;ﬁfdnai Aty -

0 and a series of holb air explosions catized
the Aames 1o Bweep ovep s plant.

Deputy  Chief John J. Tenney ovas
S treated af the steng fop ‘cuis on’ the
| hand: recgived from fying glass-and
| Flogeman Rabert B Roaeh of Kngins
! Compaity 21 received wo fracture. of the
|Eg whnn he slipped o l.ha ok
“Fred  Burns | wak i
L vered Jal Hr,_' i

S

,ﬁburﬂ




