WOMAN CUT OFF BY SMOKE AT TOP OF A SKYSCRAPER
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Iss Alice H. Grady Prisoner on the 11th Floor of
Compton Building on Kire Seven dtories Below.
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All means of exit blocked by
flames and smoke from a fire of
go mysterious origin as to demand
special investigation, Miss Alice H.
Grady, secretary of Louis D. Bran-
dels, and sald to be the highest sal-
arled woman in Boston, was kept a
prisoner on the top floor of the 11-
story Compton Building, 161 Devon-
shire st and 22 Arch st, for a half
hour vesterday noon while firemen
fought a dangerous blaze on the
fourth foor in the rooms of the
Common Sense Gum Company, and
struggled with scaling ladders fo
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reach and reccue the imprisoned’

woman.

It is the firat fire In the hiastory of tha,
Hoston Flre Department at which the
firemen have been confronted with the
problem of resculng persons from the
upper floors of a skyscraper, and it
demonatrated the faect that the sclence
of bullding construction has progressed
more rapldly than that of fire fighting.

The longest ladder the flremen wWere
able to ralse reached barely to the sey-
anth story, four stories below that In
which Miss Grady was Imprisoned.
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The Interior flrea escape, by means of
which occu:'lanta of the upper storles
arg supposed to depend for thelr safety,
was so fllled with emqke and 8o hot In
some sgections that no one could pass

through it.
Miss Grady when she firast amelled

smoke attempted to reach the ground
floor by way of the Interior escape, but
ag zoon as she opened the door to es-
cape she was almost overcome by the
clouds of smoke and at once saw the
impossibility of trying to deseend by

this route.
It I1s sald that an open door was the
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causn of the interfor fire escape being in
thls condition.

Elevator Man Driven Out.

The first that was known of the fira
was whon Edwoard . Greonwood, treas-
urer and booltkecper of the pum coms=
pany, who had left the maln offlces,
room 412, to go to the stock rooms in
another part of the same floor, smelled
gmoke ond sew the reflection of flamoe
in room-412 upon the glass of a door
onposite,

He rap to the elevator well, ghouting
"Flral" The cry was heard by Mlehnal
Doherty, the elevator man, and Bupt
Walter Brooking,
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Continned From the First Pnge.

Doherly, he sald afterwawd, ran the
clevator to the top fAeor, where Jliss
(trady was 2t work i1 her office, and
gave the alarm. He then ran the eleva-
tor down to the 10th floor, whera Wil-
Ham Montgomery, a State actuary, who
had heard the shouting, was walting
for the car, and Montgomery and
Doherty descended through the suffo-
catlng smole.

Meanwinle f(Greenwood, after discove
g ihe fite, had made Ins way down
stans from the tomth tloor to the
street, A1 Montgomery ran to box 41
At the corner of Washington and Milk
sla and turned n the alarm

Doherty said after the fire that hav-
ing landed Mr Monigomery on the
ground floor he attermpted to again tun
the elevator to the top of the bulding,
but half way up felt himsel growing
wealk from the suffoenting smoke, and
fearing that he was aboul Yo collnpse
he retuined to the ground foor Fe
gnid he dld not think Mliss Grady, seven
gtorvies above the fiie, was 1in any im-
medinte danger,

Miss Grady Cut Off by Smoke.

Mg Grady's first wntunation ol the
e was the strong odor ol smoke She
Cidlropped her work and opeoerd the dnot
leading from the afficea of Bunhar,
Brandels & Nutter nto the general cors
ridors

The hallways weie fffed wirth densa
hlack smoke. AMiss Grady groped her
‘way in lhe Insule fire ogeane and
'opened its doors to be almaost ovel-
whelmed by the suffocating fumes. She
!lmshlr retreated fo  her office and
'elosed the door  »

i She sald afterward that foo o mo-
;rm':nt she thought of trying to reach the
roof, but figured out that it would be
‘harder for firemen to reach her there
 than 1n her own ofice,

, She did not know in what part of the
| building tha fire was and had no means
| of knowing whether or not any one else
| had discovered it In order to be on
the =afe side she telephoned Fire Head-
‘quarters and told the operator that
| there was a fire In the bulding and
‘that she was alons on the 1ith floor,

'unable to reach the street because nf
| the smoke which poured upward from

i the fire,
| When Dist Chiel Tabor arrivel at the
t butlhing smoke was pouring from two
windows on lhe top foor and flames
were belching forth seven <torles below
'[ Unaware that diss Grady was cut off
on the top floor and that the chief prob-
lem of the fire was her rcscue., Dist
;E‘I!llef Tahor realizing that he was con-
fronted with a desperate battle, rang i
i 4 second alarm, and when, shortly aft-
cerward, it was learned that Diss Gerady
| was imprisoned, Dist Chief Sennott or-
|cle:-ed a third alarm in order to bring
,men to the scene to handle the longest
glaﬂfers In equipment.

I Scaling Ladder Brought Into Use.

| To the firemen fist at the burning
| bullding nothing of Misg Grady or her
| danger was known until the true

 Chief JMullen by a driver whe had

been 1m communication with head-
fuariers,

With the. assistance of four volun-

acene, was 141sed on the Areh s
of the building. This, howaver, v.'-:nﬁ]gg
short that it wasn't of o great deal
- of use. The only solution ot the prob-
: !ﬁg_‘t ?p deared tglllle in the use of scal-
i adciers, which hav
;rEfurteg {f*& i @ been seldom
| osep - aAndrecd and John Buck
! of_ Ladder 1 took 2 sealing ladder mlm?cl}:
dascending to the top of the extenslon
ladder, which reached only to the fitth
floor, begun a slow and dangerous
ehmb upward, which after 15 minutes
landed them on the eighth floor, thres
i ﬂf}ursuhelnw ihe prisoner '
I Lthe meantime crowds In the gtr
“below, Fearful lest Miss Gradys lggg
her head and lea to the &streat,
shtouted advice to her when she ip-
peired al the window of her office She
rsmited and waved her hand to the
gafgllyus gathering below by wiy of an-
Ag a precautionary measure life nete
were, however, epread In the street,
while patroelman Kenney of City IHall
Police station hasiened up lo the top
of the building oppasite on Arch st and
told her she was in no tlanger from
the fir2 below Aiss Grady nodded her

head to <how the policeman tha
understood L8R

———

' Crowd Fears Woman Will Leap,

Severa] times the mmprisoned woman
|| left the open window and disappeared in
the smoke, which by this time filled the
affice. Each time the hearts pf those
far below sank with fear that she might
bLie trying to struggle through the smoke
in an effort to reach the street by one
of the inside passages. Each time, how-
ever, Miss Grady returned te the win-

dow to watch the progress of the two
lla-.]tlermen wio were trying to reach
18T,

Although the two firemen with ther
single scabing ladder worked as sniftly
as fremen ever worked, 1o the crowd
below thetr progress seemed most slow.
Every move they made was watched,
and every Inch they gained up the per-
pendicular wall called forth enthusiasm
Irom below. As they reached the clghth
floor an aerial lmdder which reached to
the seventh flobr was raised,

Two men from Ladder 17 running up
ihls disappeared n the building while
orders were shouted to the scaling lad-
der moen to discontinue their Iaborious
climb

The fite had been alMost conquered,
and the smoke was rapidly being driven
from ithie building.

Stepping off the ladder to the seventh
floor, the two men from Ladder 17 were
able to pick their way up four stories
| to the room where Miss Grady had for
half an hour been & Ppr soner.

She greeted them calmly and sesmed
anything but nervous. She admitted,
however, that she was thankful that
they had arrived. They reassured her
that there was no lenger any danger
and asked If she cared to go through
the smoke-filled upper and wet lower
corridors 1o the street

Cheered as She Reaches Sireet.

She 1o turn assured them that ghe
had felt all the time that she“was safe
enough and the efforts of the crowd in

urging her not to jump bad amunsed her,
After donping & rubber coat' and
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| state of affairs was communicated to |

teers the largest ladder, then on the

tchieCs hat with whiclh the laddernien
Csupphed her, <he anbounced that sne
fwas pendy to accompany them downe
satars. Her own hat aml coat had been
|mi=lm'd gsomewhere n the j0om  and
i could not be round Just then because of
the smoke which hid from view eveiv-
thing In the 100m. Later the same two
laddermen who had “‘resened” Mlug
Grady reseued her bhat and coat,
Unable to see, choked by the stifling
fumes, the trio eautiously picked their
way step by step down from the top of
the skiyscraper to tha street.
| As the two ﬁter%:en and their charge
appeared m the dogrway there was g
1epressed cheer from the much-relieved
rowd and tlremen and newspapermen
clustered around Miss Giady and con-
gratulated her upon her courasge
Altheugh she had passed through a
half-hour which would have brought
;nualtin'nlnﬂa In a state of nervous o%-
tauztion, 198 Grady appeared whol
cool and collectod FOREERSNS HolE

“Not Afraid at Any Time

“T wasn't really afraid at any time.,”
samid Miss Giady. *'I Knew the fire was
 somewhere below me, and felt that the
construction of the bullding was such

that the Names would never reach me
The only trouble was the smole, and |

managed to overcome this by keeping
my heard out of the window. This g
the sl fire T have been in and 1 hope

it will be the last. At no time did T
think of jumping, which would hgw:-.
been foolhatdy T did at one Ume thinle
of going to the roof to avold the smoke,
but this would have meant that |t
would bo harder for the firemen to
][E?‘FA':; tme than if I had remained whera

1 freguently come to the oflice on
Sunday moinings 1 ennnot under-
stand why Doherty, the elesator man,
thid not give me warming | undeistand
he sa¥ys he tried to notidy me of the Are
by shouting 1 heard sotne kind of a
Loige, but it was not enough to altroet
my attention He must have known
that T was in the bullding beciiuse when
I entered he told me that the elevator
wils lo stop rennine at poon and [
asked him to tell me when the clevator
wis to make its last trip,

Miss Grady went to her home, 2 Wal-
nut st, 1n a taxieab, but later in the day
teturned Lo her ofllec and completod tha
work the fire had interrupted.

Damage Set at $5000.

The Comhott Senoe
oecUnics SIX rooms on
as oflfices. Reomwm 412
general offices. Tt is thought that the
fire started in this room or the one
adioming. When Tieas Greenwood st
Enw the flames it seemed to him that
all six rooms were ablaze. SuplL Brook-
img and Doherty, the elevator man,

Gum 'Compimy
the fourth floor
12 usel ag the

manned a ling of hose, with which
El'E'i_f'l,' lloor of the buildmg 13 well sup-
plied. They had no diffleulty in getting

it stream of water through the hose,
but were unable to keep up the battle
more than a short time because of the
smoke whieh, it was 4ald later, secined
to permeate the entlie bullding inslde
of o foew minutes.

After one attempt they were forced
to drop their line at the door of the
gum concern and stagger downstaira to
the open an. As soon as the firemen
arrived water and chemical llnes were
run into the bwmiding from both Deven-
chire and Areh sts, Other Iines were
cirried 1 by means of ladders, and
nearly a score of streams were directed
mip the officez of the gum cofpany,
‘which was a scething mass of flames.
The fire was under control In a short
time, but was not extinguished wuntil
neaily an hour of worl.

The offlces of the gum company wele
a complete wreek. Besldes the offico
furnituere and what stock happened to
he theie, considerable personal prop-
erty was destroved, Ineluding a valu-
sible fur coat and other clothing be-
longing to Alr Tarr, one of the heads
of the company.

The fire was confined to the offices
of the gum company, although other
oceupania in the building suffered from
gmoke and to a lesser extent from
water. The damage Is estimated at

about 500

Rumeor of Safe-Blowing.

During the fire there was a peraistent
;rumur Lthat the safe of the Zum com-
'pany had been blown and Inspectors
Rooney, MceCauley, Linton and TWalte,

who wele gent from Police Headquar-
tera Lo invesligate this story, found that
one of the steel doors of the safe had
been broken from its hingea Upon in-
veatigation., however, the Headguarters
men learned that the door, which stood
open, was broken off by fitemen. Trens
Greenwood sawd he had left the safe

= (oor opon

Diseussing the origin of the fire late
vesterday afternoon Mr 1'arr, who has
charge of the Boston office of the Com-
mon Sense, Gum Company, charactors
ized it Az of o partleularly susplelous
nature

A sghort time ago, he said, he had re-
cerved an-anonymous letter, mhlled at
Newport, R I. It was written in pencil
upon a small piece of note paper. It
referrcd to the business of the pum
company and m 1t was the threat:
"Kerogene will damn you,' T*which In
the light of after events Mr Tmir
agteed may have meani vesterday's
fiie. The letter had been turned over
to the United States posta] authorities,
Mr Tarr =aid

Warning In Anonymous Letter,

Until the fite yesterday, Mr Tarr went
on, he had not paid much attention to
the letter. A short ime ago the Worces-
ter ofices of the concerned were dam-
aged by fre, and for some time It has
cxperienced o lot of difficulty with its
eglot machines,
fast az they are put out, he sald.

Tieas Greenwood., Mr Tarr sald, had
left the oifices pf the company but a
few minutes when the fire broke out.
Mr Greenwood went to the washroom
and to the stockroom on the same floor.
He dud not see any¥one else about, "Mr
Greenwood suid.

The Compton Bullding 3 owned hy
the Complon Assocamtes, for whom
Judge James ' Punbar and Henry S
Rowe nre trustees. |

Hundreds of mean and women are em-
ployed in the building, and had the flre
happened on g working day, flremen
gay that thers would have been grave
1esults. Although the blaze was confined
to the six rooms occupled by the gum
concertd, the entire upper part of the
strucfure was fllled with amoke, which
made 1t iImpossible to run the elevators
above the fourth floor or for any one to
rdescend the stalrcases.
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