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FOUR ALARMS, LIVE WIRE SCARE, THREE HURT
~ AND $100,000 DAMAGE AT CONGRESS-ST FIRE

$100,000 LOSS,

THREE INJURED

——

Four-Alarm Fire on
Congress St.

Excitement and Accident Due

| to a Live Wire.

Aced Man Run Down by
- a Hose Wagon.

Domage cestimated -at 2100000 was
caused by fire yesterday afternoon In
*the warehouse district. The blaze was
| in the =ix-story brick building at Con=
* preas pnd sts, whieh 18 occupled by
several firmgs. The flames werg confined
1tvu- the plant of the Columbin counter
ll:l.':rnp:mar. of which Edwin €. Hood, a
, retired minfster, ls president, but the
damage by water wlill be shared by four
other firms.

Flre officials say the damage would
-have been muech greater with possible
Tozs of lifa if the fire had oceurred on
any other week-day, as several hundred
Derzons, Ineloding many Women, Are
employed In the building,

The fire was discovered at 1:90 creep-
Ing along the eoplug. When Deputy
Chief Grady renched the scens tho
flames had got through the roof and
were leaplng to a hight of 20 feet. It
was stated wat gasoline was stored In
the viclnity and the deputy ordersd n
fourih alerm, skipping the Second and
third.

Boloro any apparstus had arrived the
voluniver firemen of the American ex-
press company had three lines of hose
working and did <effective work.

Just after tha first alarm apparatus
ot to work Chlet Grody ordered thae
nerial ladder from Fort Hill sa ralsed
and Capt Patrlek Lanerian was ful-
filling the chlef's order when the ladder
cama In contact with o live wire and
became charged.

Equipped with rubber boots and rub-
ber pgloves, ladderman Thomas il
Andreolt elimbed the lndder and snipped
the wire, which dangled, striking tho
wooden post at Congresg and A gts, on
which box 143 18 located and at which
fireman Ingersoll was standing.

The pola became charged and so dld
the alarm box." Ingersoll had his hand
on tho key and was siightly shocked,
but he dodped the dangllog wire. Be-
fore any of the employes of the slectric
light company had an opportunity to
airing up the wire it struck Willam
MeGlinehey, nged 8, of A st, South Boa-
ton. He was taKen to the Emergency
hospltal and last night 1t was stated that
hiz condition was not serlous,

Through the strenuous work of engines
T and 26, that were at work on the roof
on the rear of the bullding the fire was
Ikept from sprendlng to the blg Wool
house of Jeremizsh Willlams & Co on
Summer st extension, directly back of
the burning bullding and separated from
it by a narrow alley.

While the hosa wagon of ¢ngine com-
pany 7, driven by Denls F. Daly, was
responding to the alarm, Franklin Mead
of 35 M st, South Boston, an elderly mnan,
wafA knocked down In Dewey aq. Ha
s &t the rellef station, in scrious condi-
ttlon.

Wittiesses of the peeldent attach no
blame to Daly, who, they say, dld cvery-
thing in his power to avoid stridng the
old gentleman, Who wod appharently be-
wildered.

Wohody seems 10 Kknow what capused
tha fire, OfMeclals of the fire depart-
ment are of the opinlon that there was
an explosion of a combinaiion of gazo-
Une asnd warnish, which the counter
company used, but members of the
firm say this combinoton was kept in
an adiolning struciure and wos never
prought Into the main bullding,

The fire destroyed the lop floor and
ate the entire roof away. The Co-
lumblz counter company estlmate thelir
damage at §75,000, the Engle shos com-
pany figure thelr losa ot $15,000, and BL
P. Bheehan, who manufacturcs papge
stock, Lansla & Grozjean and Win-
throp M. Baker, chocolate manufac-
turer, suffered damage by water.

Dlst Chief Sennoit stated that tha
bollding was Inspected Thursday last
by Lisut Willlam MeCorkle of lndder
18 and that everything was all right
gt that time.

Testerdoy, as for a8 Bupt Malaguto of
the Columbia counier company Koows,
thers was only one person In the bulld-
ing when the fre was dlscoversd, and
he was the englneer. All of the young
women cmployed by the Baker conceIn
had left

The nbxenca of Chief Mullen was
noticed by many. It was stated that
he ls sulfering from a4 gevere cold and
Commissloner Wells gave him permis-
slon veslerday mornlng to go to his
summer home, Onset, until blonday
morning. The chlef left the South ter-
minal just two minutes befores the Orat
alarm was sent In.

One fireman was injured. Ile was lad-
derman Daniel J. Hurley of ladder 18,
and he did not begin te feel the injury
to his foot until he eame out of tho
bullding late in the aftornoon. He could
searcely walk, and Lisut MceCorkle had
him sent te the Emergency hospital.

Thers wos o big pollce detadl present
under the charge of Acting Capt For-
rest F. Hall of the Broadway station.

It was the firat serlous fira that the
warehouse district has bad and it proved
the wlasdom of installing apparatus in
Ithat section, which 1s growing rapldly.
|Engines & and 30 ladder 18 and tower|
% are quartercd there and st Chief’
Sennott makes his headguarieras thero

The four nlarms brought out nearly
half of the depariment apparatos. In
avery gectlon of the city the “covering
syatem” had to be relled on and It
worked well, according to Commissioner
Wells, which 13 a compllment to ihe
new rupnning card prepared by Chief

Afullen and his alda.
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