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Announcement by Mayor Curley
- After Visit to Ruins

Loss of $400,000 in Heart of Retail
And Wholesale District
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Tha hig Channey-st fire this morn-
Ing waus eaused by burglars blowing
open the sate of Thomas Kelly &
Co, the occupants of the building.

Announcement of this was made
by Mayor Curley thls afterncon, fol-
lowing o visit ha made to the rulns.

The fire and police officials, how-
aver, cannot tell whether the =safe
wns actunlly blown opon or if rob-
bery was committed, hocause the
wsafe s buried in the smoking ruins,
and until they have been cooled off
they will be nnable to get at the safe,

During his viglt to the ruins, the
Mayor wps also told that another
brenk by burglars had been made in
i huilding. In the some distriet.

The Mayor wag told of the opera-
tion of the burglars by the fire and
police officluls at the fire, Later Fire
Cliel Poter F. McDonough confirmed
the Mayor's announcenient,

“Phere 18 overy ndleation that at
least an attempt was meds to blow
apen the Kelly Company's safe,” de-
clared ("hi-f MeDonough. “The safe
ig connected with the A, I T. burglar
alarm gystem and the alarm from the
safe rang in the A. D, T. office at
leagt six or eight minutes before the
automatie flre nlarm was sounded.
I think that nitroglycerin or somea
other highly explosive materinl was
used to blow the sate, but it was sci
off In such a bungling foshlon that it
get flre to the woodwork.

“Wea will be unable to tell, how-
ever, whather the safe was actually
blown open until we get ot the sale,
It is now buried in the rulns, and
until they are coolad off we will be
inable Lo confirm or disprove the
theory of burglars.”

During the fre no montion waa
imade to reporiers by either the fire
or police ufficlals of the fire being
pnused by burglars.  They 4id tell
thie Mayor when lie visited the place

and happened to mention it while
spenking aboul the fire. He expressed
|p;1.|rpl'|im! that the officlule did not tell

the newspapermen at the fire about
the explosion. :

He then stated that he had been
told by School Committeeman Mi-
chael H. Coreoran, who is a member
of o firm which occupies a building
newr that in which the fire ocourred,
that another burglary had occurred.
in the night in & building near the
Kelly Building.

The Ma¥or also declared that if
the Kelly Building had bean equipped
with woter sprinklers the fire woul
not have got heudway. He also too
the cceasion to remark that he hoped
the Department of Justice would fing
some means of compelllng a redoc«
tion in the price of sprinklers, as the
result of its  present ~Thvestightiom
into the subject of sprinklers and ad
alleged monopely which has forced
up prices on these articles. The
Mayor oxpressad commendation of
the Fire Department for keeping the
fire from spreading. ,

At Police Headquarters this after
noon Supt Crowley eald that he had
not heard the report of burglars in
the bullding before the fire, but the
“tin" would surely be Investigated.

FIREMEN FIGHT SIX HOURS
WITH CHAUNCY-ST BLAZE

Battling through slx hours with o flve=
glarm flre, In the very heart of the
wholesila and rolall sectlon, early this
mortlng, the Hosten Fire Department
gava fresh proof of its prowess and
dealt at the =ame time & body blow to
gpeculative crittcism about what might
happen £ such o fire broke gut there.

“A corlting good stop!™ aaid Chisf
Peter . McDonough., in hia laconlo
wny., HBEverybody who watched the per-
formance Aagreed, The satisfactlon of
the firemen who handled the blaze was
deop=geated. The damage I8 estimated
at SN, the major port of which s
coevared by insurance,

The plant of Thomas RKelly & Co,
deslers In blankets, quiltings and ruga,
sreupying  the entire Hye-story brick
| amd  stono structure front ng ot 59
I Chauney st and backing into Exeter pl,
was burned out. The firm's loxs in slock
and (xcures, estimated at $2E0,0600 by
John J. Heanessey, a firm membor, 8
coverad hy insurance,

ractlicaly the full strength of the de-

'|

FLASHLIGHT PHOTO SHOWS TOWER 2 AND NINE OTHER LINES AT WORK IN DXETER PLACE,

Centluoed on the Seconid Page.
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flre backed up agalnfit the maszsive, un-

I : he spread of the fames
e i J broken wall of the Bowditch, Clapp &

pipes from a powerful pumping stathon,

BIG FIRE CAUSED
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Cherch Supply House, proved an eWec- | soon
I eoumded

after the automatie glarm had
he himeelf rung & bell olarm
pt box 68 Chauncy &t and Howe pl
two minutes after the aviomatic had
gounded @i 1658 & ™,

Distpler  Chief  Hyder, acting for
Lepuiy Chict Tabor, ail home on his day

| off, wus soon wpon 1he scense wnd or-
| gered the second, third and fourth
alurms sounded from the pame box, with-
Lot intermisgion, News of the situztion
wig telephoned to Chiel Melonough at
nis Charlestown  home, and the chiel's

pen, lodwaord, chlefs abd, hustled him

ey ot with n glddy careen, The tall of
Hitg lndders swung over against a nalice
box on the werterly sfde of the Iatter
thoroughfare, anapping the hex post
clean off at ts heree and Inying it low.
Near the box at the moment wag police-
man Andrews, who hid sounded  the
firat box alarm, but he escapod dojury.
He had just glven the oflicer at the
station o general outline of {he mitun-
1lon, and within o few minuies Lwo=score
| policemen, half the mumber reserve-
men “sleening in' and the rernainder
pasEtily rummoned from other precinets,

ewned by the P W, Mlunnewell estate
and is assessnd For $6H60. BEvidently it |
will have ilo be rveconsirocied  thor- |
oughly. |

LOSS OF ABOUT $3000

Blaze in Regent Building, Rowbury,
Handled by One Englne Company
and One Ladder Company
A fire which was dangevound nrin-

elpally bacuuse most of the apparntus

i tho city was ot the Chatney-sL e,

‘o the epot, Fhe ohief saw that lie| wers there or on thelr way, Sergt Jobn | peoke out at B30 o om o in Il:ur. Regenl
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Cubele appoareius in the ity 1o the job. From the police point of view, howe| iy ool ope Laabifer - coang

B thds time thi billows of flame from

ever, U wnas a soft job, the maoi onor-

el pearly i wiile ren 100 Ko
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[ Crompany, Jdechers Enouatin, the (rong ene-
e heeE B whivh are at 97 and W Chiaan-

right spot alwavs,
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pesle ut the top of the Ubig stlek,'” had ) “pomfy' plade was as neat nF one could |

becn pliweed o Haerison-ay extension,
snel with its stresma and those of other

crpines canventriting o 1hils facade of

Paet 1o @ firebox withouwt
lwnh the enginemen.
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ftegent Lall

v Beller  Builidng, the Bames wers per minute el o reroumiding | !
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Wl Blels bnelness was b IrOgress Engine TCompanies 23, 18 and 12 waorl- P eslidenl ol ol i
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