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FOUR ALARMS.

Big Blaze at Purchase
and Pearl Sis.

Six-Story Structure
in Ruins.

Loss May Amount
to $200,000.

:Gunﬂa.gration Was

Threatened.

Tnfaa-uuarrars of City's Fire
Apparatus Was Out.

—

Thrilling Escape of a
Fircman, -

Rumors of Lass of Lile Added 1o
{he General Excitement.

The extenslve slx-utory helel Dullding,
cormer of Pearl mimwl Furchose sts, and tha
hilf dozen or morn printing, Dookbind-
Ing and Kindeed concerns thol oceuplhidd
it, were practically rulmed Ly flro last

night.
The total donmago I3 varlously citl-
mated at from 17500 to £EO001 of

which nbout ohc-hulf represonts the
loss on tho baildimg.

Four alarms In raptd sweccosgion from
hox Ol summoned over throe-ieuroers
of the Naston flva apporatus, leeliading
the fireboat amd boeth horseless cngines
amd water towers, Although the hinso
wia most threntening whien nt its hlght
and from the gurrounding of woul ware-
pouses ofel oll eatablishments o conlla-
gratlon was o posalbiiity, the nmownt of
apparatnd gathered on the mReene, to-
gother wwith the emorts of tho llremen,
simply deluged the structure, drowning
the blaza out by simplo quantity of
water. 1o ook over threa hours to Jdo
it, however, oven bofore the flro was
conaldered under control, and L wad
daylight befora the entire forco of flres-
men [eff the peene.

Threo fremen recalved fnjurles of =
severs but not gerious noturs, and con=-
plderable excitemont was goeasloned for
n Llime by rumors Lhat one or two
poartles whe slept In the bullding hoad
been out off from escaps and wero
burned to death. These rumords proved
groundless, howoever, the liremen ond
poltlco belog aotisfled after o cuareful
gearch that nobody was In the buflding.

The princlpal losses are: Bullding 159
to 162 P*urchase and 106 to 164 I'carl at,
owned by the Brtone estete, leasad by
Ginn & Co, publishers, and formor g ¢
occupants, from ETO000 to $100.000, hoth
figures befng extimates of INEUrieen men
famiiinr with the proparty; nrobably
thoe entire structure ahove tho thiled
floor and second floor in paris 18 ens
tirely gutted.
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FIREMEN BATTLING WITH THEZFIRE AT PURCHASE AND PEARL STS.

pany, printers, gecupoants of thivd tlecr,
!:‘-U.d‘:!ﬁ.

derome H. Hennessey & Co, manufnc-
turers of printers' mallers, occupaags of
et of tho slxih Hoor, with offize on
Eround Moo, S,

American Wool and Cotton Ttoparter,
Frank I*. Bounett publiaher, oceupania
of tha second Noor, §EA0,

Pract & Whittey company, maciiinery,
oceupants of tha cornse auoet foor
siore, $12,000,

Hoglan treproot eoverlng  company,
oocupenty of the slore ar IR Furehease
st oand Hugh Whics, commpsion mer-
ehant, whoe has o smoil ofice on she
beoond floor, e the olhor gcoupants,
Thoir losses are slight compered with
IL!I;:; ﬁllars. poeaibly 15:.&41::.111.“3& ta the

aling company's stock aud 2o 1o
Alr White, J

In agdditdon Lo the Ameriean Waol and
Cotton  Heporior, wihilech las s own
Dinwt, the Lounsbury, Xichols & Worth
company amt Thomns J. AL Bmith Jdo
ile presswork for half o hundred o
mora weehly and suburban publicalions,
among the humiber belng Tho Goller,
The Oolden Hule, and othera,

Luce & Mawning, wool merchonts,
oécupania of Lhe adjacent bullding, cor-
ner ear] sl amd Adantic oy, and which

as pached whih wool fn storage, sufler
quite a walcr Inas,

The fremen injured are:

J. J. ITurley, ohglne G, hand cut by

Einng,

Victor THeher of engine 55, hand barnad
Whlla inshio of bullding at start.

Francla Meardle of engina 3, badly
Incernted wound af the hand,

he latfors EWU'S“ wis qulio thrill-
ingr. e was assending a ledder on the
Purchasa st slde, When about B feet
above tia street fhe Jadder slipped and
ha fell, In hig hand he held n “dog-

0g" apike wmi with this ho aucceoded
noentehing tho ladder lower down and
Baved kimacll from probably instomt
denth on the pavemeont, Tho band wilh
wileh he seeured iho hold with the (ool
was banly incerated however,

All thras men wero treated at the
Qe rifency hosmatal,

The firs, it wounld oppenr from tha
statemant of patrolman Rolinsen  af
elatlan %, who gave the nlarm, and tha
first flveman (o arelve, musi have been
smoldering for some time befors It
was discovored, The policeman hag his
iitention calied by r.n'l::un glass, which
had eracked mnd fallen jram the heat
within, When the Fort Hil] sq oppar-
atus arvived the flomea nlready had
burst forth from (he windows of tho
aecond foor on Purchose st down al-
most al tho end opposite ITartford st
A Few momomts Inter thoy hiod swept
throught the windows of e fifth gnd
slxth floors on the corner of Fearl sk
fully 164 feed below, and also on the sed-
oni floor on the ether alde of whers §t
flrat appeared,

The firemen think the blnzo staried
on tho fourth floor in the bookbinders,
while watchman FProst of an adjneznt
bulldlng beiieves It started in the bass-
mant and 1ushed up the elavator shaft.

Tha fire shewad such proportions even
it the stnre thit disteict ehlef Garrity
immedintely orfdered o second alarm,
whie a third and subsequently & fourth
E:ﬂ ggt additlonal apparnrus wers nlat

The alnrma and the time of thelr*cing-
Ing wera bax 6L at 943, second 5.50, thir
10 and Courth 3046 when it wis fenre
thnt tha blaze would wusceed in come
mupnleating ta the wonl swoarehouse of
Laew & danning adimesnt,

With the arrival of the firat nﬁgﬂ.mﬂm
tha flremen went directly Inta the billd-
Iz to fAght the fames,” Sewveral hot aif
exploalons fn sguccesslon on the Tur-
choss st slide soon drave them bock Lo
tha streat, nod also moterially alded {n
ll_ljé‘?m‘ns the flams and fira 0 every di-
15 3

Hy this time the entlre upper partion
of the bulling was ebinze, ond A bat-
tlg for pupremacy Uegen thoat hea boen
geldom equaled in Boston.

Laddera were pracileally of no avol
but both water towers wWere sintiones
In the streot, one on Pear] and the other
oft Purchaso st, ppd thelr heavy sireams
wera directed nt eloss quarters with tell-
ing eMfect. At the sume time the power-
fuf sireams from both horacless ens

nes, four from the fira boat which
nole position ar a -malghbaring whorl,
and numerous slamese connections wei'd
worked fram oppaghia eurhstones direct-
¥ upon the mast threatening porbons,
a.r]{d all with good effect.

n additlon, from tha bulldings on
tha opposlie sldes of hoth streets mod
from the reaf of the Ligeo & Manning
bullding, streams wers spon In opera-
tlan, In deluge of water from all
alidea soon drowned out the heavy sheels
of flamecs and mede [t pessible for the
men W el At them At closer range
from streams carried up the stalrways
and Irom indders

When the blaze was at [tg hight the
geEnd WhRa one of thrilllng grandeur.
Tenss banks of smoeke. laden with the
fuime of chemicnls, overhu
agrroundings, but now and then the
fnames would burse forth, and finolly
when the thres upper storles wers all
pbluze the fame mounted mgh in selld
colimns, oF awept flerccly Across che
atreet 1 o endvayer (o Commnsnis
tn the bulliings apposite, Then the on-
tire viciniry itluminated as by day ro-
venled the firetmen and apparatus at
work- to the thousands that thronged

| thomght, fn this partioolar mstanes
than would have DLoen the salb woier
alyuiumnsg,

————

FIREMEN'S GREAT WORK.

How They Succeeded In Getting the
Flames Under Contrel — Unusual
Scenas o the Strests,

Shortly after tho second alorm had
Leen sounded, theee minutes ofter (ho
et alnru had been sent In, thousands
of specintors flocked to tho scone. The
Adonus nhout the strects wepre Interest-
lig,  Never Leford, or soldom Indesd,
have so many of the departmanl's horses
D=t 0f the slreot at one time, On Pure-
chase and Peprl sfs, Aflantic av gnd
all the side wwreoid, scores of well
irnned horges sfood Ihelly awalting 1heo
return of thelr drivers and the sounding
ol the “ali put” slgnal, On atlantie av,
Mom the caroor of Congress st, pancly
1 yards to the north, were siretched
over 38 hoad of horses, almosl knes
deep In the running water. Ench horse
was attended by o willing youth who
wia only loo anger to net as o groon,

The horselcss engines, ono of which
was sltuated on Iurchase st, near tha
corner of Pearl, and the other foriher up
Tecrl st, came in for thelr ghnro of at-
tentlen, and all night long crowds
glarcd in nstomishment at (he wonder-
ful mechanlsm of these powerful dre
ligkters.

he congtant toollng of tho cngline
whilatles sending out thelr shrifl cull for
inel, was hurrledly responded to by tha
ermployes of {he” aupply  departrment,
Bogs of coal by (he top wera dimped
nedi e Aho englnes, and eepoclally in thea
vivr[:}ltir of the horselosas machines. Thao
perfest voleano of sporks emiited fron
the smoldstocks of hweso englnes soan
ipnlred the coal Begs, which bhnd beep
hurriediy thrown aside, mmd the by-
stabadurs taok o hand in cxlingushing
the small blaze by thvowlng ihe bags
fnto the streoms Howing through the
plicots.

After waenry hours of fire fighilng amd
in the muoet congested =ectlon, sevaral
firae lrddies took alvantage of the donsa
#moke on’ Purchase 5t and comtoriably
sented themaolves on the renr end of o
ladder truck, oml fram thot perch threw
tonz anid tona of woter into the flvo.

Addantle nv, botween Ollver and Con-
grean gtd, was a porfect Inke. Tho tor-
renis of water rupning from the burn-
ing budlding found o small decllne down
Pear] mul Congresa sis and compleicly
fleaded Atlantie av. The manboles aml
vateh hasins were unabjo (0 accommos
date thias vast overiflow, and the sesalt
wad A loke of worier gurely o fodt doap
along that tharoughfere, In fhe conter
of the avenuos wers grouped neariy @
pooplo standing dry shod upon an is-
fand of pavements. It was Impowsihle
o abandon Lhls place, as any attempis
would result in o thorough weltlng,

Another fuany Incldent connected
with the fire was tho manner In which
some of ithe firemen wore thrown about
b?‘ the streams from the hose, At LG
Fearl st o cascade of dirty water boumd-
ed over the lron steps, through which
i lina was run. A Ecarrying fireman,
carrying an ax and lamiern, falled to
Hug Tha j_lnu uf hose, and lontern, nx
and all fell headlong bnta the swifsly
Tunning 10rrent

Howoever, the lremen dld some pluck
ghad hizZnrdous work. climbinge the Tade
depra, while tha crowd bolow
wiih brenthless excliement,

The flre raged for pearly three hours
in & maest stubborn fashion, At Inter-
vals, from the discovery of the fira in
tha second lloor of the Purchase st
gide unill the flre wis :.‘J:rl'll{:lcriu.ahf e
i_mgnlz,.heql.. the Names waould bronk farch
flercely, firat fram the secomdl. third,
fourth and Afth lloors, and lastly from
the top fieer and from the reof.

Most of tho fghimng wan done from
the Tearl #t sbde of the bullding and
mnaequ'n'-lﬁ'. hera the groater cruwd
culicf'l.a—i.. he wark of the men on the
Porchuss st sude, however, was by far
the severcst, they having o contend
with o blinding smoke, which ar times
nenrly Buffocated some of ithem. Tha
work of the aerial ludderas on Pearl st
amil Atlantle av was highly pradsed by
e specifliors, whese by the bright
fight of the enzines nnd fire the work
af the men could be distinetly viewoed.

About hiel! an heur after the lirst
alarm &n gerin! lndder wos put o tha
and un the Atlantie av side, aml soveral
men Were =Nt up, The fite Yory acohn
after reached the roof of the building
on Purchase st, and u mament ater tha
fmnes broke throdgh the windows of
thir uppeF storles an that side.

Afore Apparaids wasd hustisd round
to (hit point, includling a water tower,
and in & shéert while the Aomes were
driven from the ront walla

Ar ¥rie the namas Lur=i oot o the
fourih siory winduws on the Pearl i
Ahle.  Beveral momen werla on the 1oof,
deee o the Pearl #t Frde. and Lwo Wore
at work om a ladder, above where the
Dlaze was belching forih. 'I"hﬂi.; made
haste o get down Telow the burning

AL 1 ds there were evidences that the
frewas agalin beginnlong to coma thranch
The poof. BUmiins wora nenl Ttom e
slilewalk of Fearl st inio the fth glory
windons apd 1o tho rool with apparent
oo cliioet.

The fdnmea wern next scon to como
from windows af tho sixth story. Thern
M“are froemen on the roof Just overs
Boml, amd otheras ob wosk on ludders
cluse to these wimdows,  Tho roof
sremed actually burnineg under tho 1ee-
men's feet while ong of thom snouted
out ardors from the roof down the slx
slorles (0 thae pavement, The fre then
apmearad for o few ntotles on the At-
Tamslle v side, ik tha ffih and slxth
eiories, Lisl woon wae conguered there.
Thice ar Four dremen stuved op the
renf anlll it seemed doubiful iF they
wattldl ba able te romre down the long
Indder beside them pazt the flery win-
divwts=; but down they enme, sprronnded
by clouds of flame, smoke amd spray,

Al suniy os 1L got o gl cooler about
the roaf amd thy upper windowa ot Lhk
{M:Ilnr. the plueky fira fghters went righg
hacl un te the roof and continued to
Wirlk there,

Flremen were zont up intoe the bolld-
Iny aceods Pearl st, and attor 16 or 20
minlies” work they got o couple wors
elreans an ghis alde of the fire from
third-=tary windows Lhire,

This mode of atlack wins slowly but
surely hecoming effective, and afforded
the tirel fivemon o chinea (o galn & -
e rest and sccure froah ale  After tha
flre had been sulwlued therg was gamng
dapger of the wall and roof at the cor-
ner of Purghaso and earl sts falling in,
and spectalors wore warned not o ap-
mﬂc i u:;u neRr,

ter the smolte had eleared away on
the Purchogs st side of the baflding nm
It hndd heon put out on Dearl st, sevoral
of the pleces of appratus and Ynes of
hese wera 2ent around to Purehesge
whera the firomen al work experlenps
the preatest dlffeulty. The combined
Torces were flaglly suceessful In mapater-
Ing the sltuatton, and ot the kour of go-
ing to press the flre woy pracileztly aut,

THEIR WHEREABOUTS UNKNOWN,

Possibility That Two Men May Have
Bean [n the Bullding when the Fire
Startad.

Tho story of the dizcovery of the fire
s best told by Emery F. Frost, the ven-
erabile watohman for T. Iemlck & Co's
bunlding, 45 o 459 Atlantio av, and run-
ning hack to Purchase st,

Ilr Froat told The Globs voporier that
about B30 he bogan bis rounds of the
Tiemick Lullding, Ho reached the Pyp-
chaga gt end mbout 540 and whils caz-
ing cut of the lorge windoewa of hia own

bullding he wod orovsed to his senses
by the glow In the windows of the buill-
ing dircetly opposite. 'Ac fdirat o snw o
iny flama shoot wp and Immedingely
afterward o hege burst of flame Hght-
anal up the sireet.

Looling up from tho sldevwildk he aniw
noliinng of gmalke lasiilng from the pee-
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ond  gtory, He lmmediaboly  siaried
for box gl sllunled at tho vorner of
Penrl and Purchase sta. On hls way
Lo the box he saw the watlchman for the
Tioston freproot covering Compniy Fush
From e bollding and 21 upon thé dook-
steps, Rasdly doaning his stockingy .md
shoes, whichh ha earrhd, together wiin
Eﬂ.a hae, when he rushed from the bulll-
Vhen he renched 1he hox ho was met
Ly patrolmuan W HHam H, Roblpson of
wha pulled in the aloros.
Then Mr Frost rushed back 1o bls sta-
Hen, bt in passdvg failcd to ses tha
warchman sittlng whers he had len
bl Ingtead e saw the man runping
with sl possible sresd toward Forg
HHll sq. Thec wos the last he sew of
the waretnnan last night,

Tt 1y =a}d that with the young fellow
Wha, It s supposed, acied in the ca-
pacity of night watchman for the Fiee-
real Covering counparty, thers was alsa
anolher man who stept in tha htrla
biick poom of thoe esinblfshment. Tha
second mMan Wwis supposed o be hia
Lilner, & man about W Years of ags
Whether of not the older man got aut
of the bullling In sofety {s not abdo-
hitely certaln In Mr Frost's wmind.

11 was also rumaored about ths scena
of the fire thar there way another man
whe Crequently elept In the buslding,
CElyT Ring, about # jears ohd, who
hud Becn in the hably of sleeping in the
bhagernent of 130 Purchase 3l Generally,
1t 14 sriieed, L glept in the bofler room
of the Luilding, Lt whether or mot Do
alept there Last alght Is unknown,

ar Trost, wie was formerly an om-
ploye of the Ginn plant, before that cofs
cerl remaved o Cambridge, and who 18
queite  fnulmate with the surroondings
of tho ohtire buflding, s guiie positive
in hls wasertlon thar the fre started in
[hie Lmsermait, 1;mtml~1_v tha baler Fodim
or T J Al Smith's prevsrooin. He also
says tnal when he was gitpdnyed thore
L aboat 3 feet FUOMLLFe Wils Uscd
far the storuge of paper  This room ia
th Ehe front of the bulding, facing on
Purchise st and closa ta elevaior

will where the dames crawled up Lo the
floors abovey ;

e



