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ANOTHER BOSTON FIRE.

Large Donflazration In the Highland Districtes

EFivo Tencment Houses Burned=—Nzarrow HKae
cape of the Inmutes,

[From the Boston Evening Transcriﬁ, Jaly 27.]

At 8:60 A. M. to-daythree alarms in quick suc-
cession were given from box 281, followed Imme-
diately by another from box 82, for the purpose of
drawing every available fire engine to the High-
tand District, The experience of Mornday led
many to think that danger threatened a large and
infierumable district, and thousands of persons
wended thelr hasty way southward to view what &
dense smoke promissd—an extonsive fire., They
were by no means disappointed, ss what follows,
wil show, and an opportunity

men, which has never been displayed {o btitier
Ehéantage pince the fire department was organ-
ed.

The fire first appeared in the centrs of a long
wooden building sitoated on Hunreman street,
running rparallal with a row of wooden tenement
honses facing on the east side of Harrison avenue.
The building was formerly known es Webber's
Ropewalk, and was occupied by Joseph Nicker-
son & Co., shipchardlers, for the manafacture of
cordage. ‘There was 8 great deal of tarred
material in the structore, which is supposed
tsiu_gla:; becoms ignited by friction fn the ma-

Cr'y.

The fiames epread to both ends of the slightly
built sirmeture with lightning-like rapidity, and the
inflammable nature ‘of the stock fed them at a rate
that put &ll ides of checking beyond human com-

rehonsion. To add to the dismay of the inhabi-

nnts and the crowds who gatkercd at tha first
alarm, ihe entire neighborhood—every building
being of wood and of cheap construction—even to
Washington street, seemed doomed, a8 8 strong
eaaterly brecze sentl the fiames in an almoet hori-
zontal direction towards them. !

Every family to the leeward of the burning mass
ab once turned their atterction to the removal of
their effects, and the streets and vacant lots in,
every direction were soon fllled with every con-
ceivable article of hiousehold furniture, which were
garrounded by hundreds of men and women and
children in every stage of frantic excitement,

Such was the condition in whkick the flremen
found the ncighborhood when the first engine ar-
rived upon the scene, The ropewalk was almost
<ntirely consamed, and the fire bad firm hold upon

,fhe tenement houses that separated it from the
fKvenue.

The first companies to arrive placed their appa-
ratus directly in the face of the fire, on Harrizon
avenne,and though the heat waa intenze ,_E)]y the
display of great fortitade under every difficulty
bravaly maintained their positions and baitled the
flames with almoat unnexampled energy. They evi-
dently had East Beaton in thelr minds, and knew
that what was to be dono must be done quickly.

Their exertions for tho tima, howeyer, were un-
availing, The five ienement honses—three of
which belonged to Dencis Mullane, one to James
Ryan, of Jamaica Plsin, and ong to Thomas Noo-
pnan, who regides near—wero qmcktlﬁv _consumed
and the'flames several times caught thé'block be-
longing to Mr, Mullane, on the oppoeite side of
the avenne, corner of Hunneman street.

The safety of this block was mainly due to the
aotivity and heroi¢ conduct of the cumpangnat-
tached to Eaglo Engine No. 3, who maintained
their stand &t the torner of Hunneman street, de-,
gpite the roaring flames and enveloping smoke

at hovered over and about them. The hosemen
alternated their stream beiween the fire and their
engine, Orst playing upon one and then on the
other to keep ihe machinery from overhealing,
the enginaer during thé time being ¢ompelied to
wse his cotton waste in order to handle hia valvea.

At this junctore the department was heavily re-
Inforced from South Boston, Dorchester, East Bos-
ton and the city proper, snd lopg lines ef hose
were soon laid to bear upon the fire from every:
direction. In tact;in travelllng over the districs,
it seemed as ifthe hose that tripped the pedes-
trian at every step formed a complete network,
80 frequentiy did the lines cross at every concelvy-
able angle. :

But aven the mest strexuons endeavora of this
large force wers unequal to the task of eaving the
large stone building on the copposite side of Hon-
nemsan street, on the ‘eontheast corner of Harri-
gon avenne. It belonged to Nickerson & Co., and
it was well kndwn by uil in the vicinity that ithad
been recently refitted with much“valuable ma-
chinery, besides being heavily stocked with henip
and other similar msaterial,

_ wes affoerded by
addition of witnessing the heroism of the fre-

“less than ha

Every stream that could be spared from the
work of preventing the spread of the flames to the
hundred or more waeoden buildings lying between
Harrizson avenune and Washington street were di-

Tected to save.this strocture, with ita'valuable
c¢ontents. )

The roof, from ¢xposure to the hot sun for days
and even weoka, -waa in the best condition for
quick combustion, -and the fire soon madeita
compiete wreck, despite the large volumes of
water that were poured upon it. It fell in with a
cragh, carrying the crac flames to the hamp

. on the npper Hoor.

«At this stalga of the fira, it having then burned

an hour, the engineers felt assnred

that they bad effectnally checked the flames from

agaln crossing the wide avence, and the whola

{gﬁ% &t their disposal was directed 10 the stone
ng.

Bat %he hemp was well on fire, which goon
worked its wry through the floor. Not many
minutes elapsed hefore the floor fell through, and
the red hot mass of bemp apd burning timbers
wera mingled with the cosily machinery, which
had been but a short time betore in fnll operation
in the mantfacture of material similgr to that in
tho room abvve.

All the water that could be obiained—and the
sopply was by no means short—cdéntinued to be
poured in upon the flery heap; but ell hope of
gaving the engine and numerons machines from
total disablement was gona.

Another hour’s hard work sufiiced to eztiniuinh
ths emanidering rains, duoring which time the hook
men were busily engaged In tearing down the few
wooden walls that Kept their ngrpendicu]ar and
overhoullng the debris that showed slgns of re-

kindling.

Near?y all—landlords, tenants and spectators—
breathed £ighs of relief when they became aware
that the danger was over and realized the narrow
egcape the neighborhood had had from what ap-

eared at first certain annihilation. Praises of

8 Fire Department f{or their promptitnds, good
iudgment and efficiency were heard from every
ip, and the mviual congratulations among the
fortanate and commiseraiion with the ortu-
nate denizens of the vicinity were numerons and

Jeartfelt.

The losaes cannot amonnt to much leas in ths
aﬁre%m than $75,600, of which asbout ,$656,00
will fall upon the cordage company, They hava
recently put in a large amount of the latest im-
Eruved machinery, which, together with that on

and previcusly, is worih $30,000. The new stock
of hémp, the principal portion of which was
stored in ihe gtone b ding, was valoped at be-
tween 615,000 and $20,000. .

The stone structare was of considerable valuae.
Tho walls are standing in good condition, but the
rebuilding of the interior will probably cost
$10,000. Thke long rope-walk was of compara-
tlvely slight value—the highest estimate placing
qt at $1,000. Niokerson & CQ. are insured for
shont $40,600, divided among the Hide and Leath-
er, Independent, Tremont, Firemen’s and New
England coffices of Boston, | Bua, of Cleveland,
Merchants’, of Chicago, Fame, of Philadelphia,
and others, in various amonnts, The loed
falls severely upon the firm, as it slops
their work Im the bueiest season.

Mr, Dennis Mollane’s loss on his three tenement
honses is notmuch less than #8,000, and his in-

garance will not more than half’ cover il They
were occupied by eight families besides hia own,
fneludin ase of Michsel Barrett, Nichael Fite-
erald, Jevemiah Flynn, Hans Gotleib, James Sul-
van aod Patrick ﬁy. The two houses next
north, ownéd by Messrs. Ryan and Noonan, were
alned af about $3,000 each, and wera ¥art£n.lly
¢d. They were occupled by slx families,

Eho' with those In Mr. ane’s kguses, lost all
ir effoots - =

Many other families, eyen those located eaveral
blocks away, oxperienced more or less damage to
{Ium:ltura , which was generally removed from their

saf the firet alarm, ~*
ramor iha? thrae childrén vwéte leftin the
tenement kouse first burned can bo traced tono

trustworihy sources

"~ A centenparian—an ol man nsmed Dufly, gaid
to be 100 years of agpe—wad taken from one of the

butning bulldinga In an insenglbla state and con-
voyed to & place of eafely.




