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NEW ARMORY FOR CHARLESTGHW)

Military Men of This District Claim Their Preseq;
Quarters Are Inadequate—Fire Departmey; .
May Take the Building Now Occupied by
Charlestown City Guards, '
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Ehaded Portion Shows the Drill Space Occupled by Co B of Everett, a9
Compared with Space Alletted to the Three Charlestown Companies,

= Bines Chicf Cheswell of the Hoston
fira departmont recommended the ef-
tabllshinent of a new engine company
in the house of combination wagon T,
situated just back of Btedlary's Cath-
allec church, frenting on Winthrop st,
Charlestown, which was the result of
the annual tour of imspectlon of Fira
Commisaloner Benjamin W. Wells In
the Bunker Hiil district, there Is con-
slderable speculation among  milltary
men o8 to whera the Charlestown clity
guards will ba housed should the city
take the buliding for such purposcs.

The structire at present 13 occupled
by the Charlestown clty guards, Co H,
Sh Infantry, MVM, one of the oldest
military organizations In the state, the
fire apparatus and sleeplng quarters for
the meémbers of Lthe five company, Over
the street flpor, where the wagon I8 in-
gtailed, {5 o small assembly room, ad-
Joining which i3 a much smallar room
used by tha officers of the milltary
COmpany, ;

Opposlte, on the sama floor, Are tho
flromen’s quarters. ©n the third floor
is the drill hall, which Is by far the
smallest armory In the entira state, the
dpill space helpng ontirely Inpdeguate to
gcﬁ?mmudam a full company during

TLiis.

Thera {8 necd of on engine In closer
proxhnlty  to the water-front danger
diatriet, the Hoosae tunncl docks and
clevator and the iransatinutic, linerg
plere. At present tho nearcst flre ep-
glne house Is in Elm at, not far from
Bunker Hill menument. A large vard
fm e 1ear of the Winthrop-st firchouss,
which extends te Boley st, affords plen-
ty of opportunity for an addltion 16 Lhe
preaent struelure, In which a large and
powerful steam fire engine could be in-
stalled. :

A number of well-kttown citizens of
Charlestown, some of whom are doeply
Interested in the construction of & boat-
talien nrmory in that distrlet lgrge
enough to aecommodate four companles
of mitltia, bolleve the Cliy guard's arm-
ory quariers shouwld be glven over on-
tirely to the ity for an up-to-date fre-
housze, whish they claim I8 a Erent hee-
esaily. The memberz of combingtion
wagon 7 are considerably handleapped
on account of working space and sufM-
clent sleeplpg quarters.

Repeated efforts have been made by
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membera of the Charlestown impros
ment assogfation 1o securs o hu’lnl‘;!u!;
ormory in that diatriet, 28 (aeh of thy
throe armorles now used are ancicp
sirgeturcs and ]t]sl.vl]-erlun_q_a. fur arinnry
mﬂﬂ;ﬁﬂﬂa. :

5 8 questlon where the eltv pusrd
will find quarters shauld the city taks
the entfre Winthrop-st structure for g
fire house, Hoth the south and cast
armories have o=@ Many ©oempatiing e
they ean nccommodate. By the eree.
tlon of o battalint armary the moties
can bo very ea«lly settled, hut unless
soma Acilon 1s taken by Mavor Cnlfips,
In whose power the matler ii-1s eg!
tirely, thae citizens of Chailestav wy)
be Keenly disappninter.

Mayor Colling has baen walted wpen
on geveral occeaslons by militare meg
and by n eommittee of reprrsontaing
af the Charlostown IMDEovemcnt geco.
elation who explained the need of such
an armary In the Bunker Ml alerre:
and tha great expense the oy |8 un-
dergolng at the present time in mun-
taining the three armarles now n ogen,

As matfers stand nt the present Ume
it iz up to AMavoer Collins and the oty
counell to request the state to bulld iha
armory. The state consiruets the ar-
mory and the ety bBaz to pay for 16
3 yvears. It costs about 0000 ta carre
H rsw. the Interest for 30 years. It 1
eatimatod by men well poated om tha
cost of constructing Latialian armares
in this state that the expense of huld-
Ing such a ballding In Charlestown
would he $200,000.

It iz conting the city of Baslon at tha
present time on an avernge of 17500 A
yYoar for malntenanes and Fopurs of
the preszent armorles, which ttem of
expenss {5 saved by the comnstructien of
a battellon armory In the Bunker Fhil
dlstrict, so that the net cest Lo tha
city would approximaiely” he from 250
to 13000 yearly for 30 years, and at that
time the armory would be pard far i
full and the title would pasa to the clte
of Rozlon

When this propositlon was pressnied
to Mazyor Colling he stated to the com-
mitiess that the battallon armmy far
Charlestown was the proper thing. and
It was his belief that the armors shanld
be bullt, and that the Mot propose]
of having the state bubld it would be o
saving investment for the eliy.

The oxpenzae of $7500 8 venr undep
which the eliy {= laboring would amaunk
bt EN5000 in 30 wvears. ar maoie than
enasush to constrict o BRitahle armsry
for four compoanles of =klitie in the
Bunker IIIN distriet,
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