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FEBRUARY 16, 1808,

Six Herele Firemen Killed.

There are names not a few, Inseribed upon the
memorial records of the Boston Fire Department, of
members who have met a violent death at the post of
dury; but never before in the history of the local
scrvice did the final summons come to so large a
number, simultaneously, as at the burning of the great
bedding warehouse on Merrimac atreet, early on the
And it may be said with truth

that, while every calamity of this kind has thrilled the

morning of February 3

entire community with horror at the‘even.t and pity for
the victims and their families, those sentiments have
never been more manifestly intense, nor more earnestly
and sincerely expressed, than on this latest occasion,
when six of the city’s enrolled defenders were stricken
down, in the full vigor of manhood, and sealed their
pledges of faithfulness with 18fe jteell.

This tragedy had no dramatic accompaniments : no
sensational features—no element of the romantic—
distingnished it
place routine of duty.

It came in the cold, hard, common-
Enveloped in smoke and dark-
ness; concealed even from the sight of their near-by
comrades, these men were swept from the earthly scene
with a suddenness that was simply appalling,  Yet the
very barrenness of attendant circumstance made public
sympathy and its spontaneity the more commendable
by revealing an underlying basis of deep and genuine
humane feeling instead of the impulsive and fleeting
emotion at which cyniciem too often hints when
firemen pay the last penalty of valor in the glare of
flames and the presence of an excited multitude,

That the chief of the Third District and the officers
and men of Engine 38 and 39 were heroes of as exalied
a type as any who ever fell on land or sea, in behali
of a noble ¢ause, there cannot be a goestion. Tndeed,
the courage of a ireman must needs be more contino-
ously maintained than that of a soldier, since the latter
wsuglly has some premonition that a conflict is at hand,
.lwhn.-;reas the former can never know when the summaons
fis to comne, nor the exact nature of the foe he will be
called upon o encounter. Al the very moment (hat
#i;: fateful alarm from box 412 sounded, every man of
Ome huur!.
and seventeen minutes later, all were dying or dead

‘the six was sleeping peacefully in his bed.

ile five of their
brethren were lying néar, badly maimed 3put fartunately

beneath tons of water-weighted defdpds,

in a position which facilitated their mpt rescue,

THE DEAIM CHIEF'S FIRE HAT.

citizens, should be recognized in a manner scarcely less
gubstantial than are those that were made to preserve
the integrity of the governmen?; and it is 1o Boston’s
lasting honor that this view was immediately taken and
acted upon by her authorities.  The unheasitating gener-
osity of many private citizens iz likewise deserving of
the highest praise.

In speaking of the fallen fire-fighters there is no
need to keep in mind the admonitory maxim, * O the
Withoul

exception, they were men of unblemizshed character,

dead be nothing said but what is good.”

with clear and enviable records in their chosen calling.
Each secmes to have possessed, in an eminent degree,
the qualities essential to social popularity, and (o have
made friends by the score, both in and oul of the
Department.

Listrict Chiel Jolin Fruncis Egan was in his 4oth

year; Capt. James H. Victory in his 45th ; Lieul. George
]+ Gottwald in his 32d; Jobhn J. Muolhern in his 31813
Patrick H. DMtken in his goth, and William |. Welch in
his 28th,

and 4th years of service, respectively.

Theyr were in their 2ad, 18th, 6th 7th, 121h
Chief Kgan was
a widower, but was soon to marry an estimahle i:'u]_-,-:r
of East Boston. Capt. Victory, Lient. Gottwald and

Hoseman Dhsken were married. Hosemen Mulhern

and Welch were unmarried.

All that the most heartfelt sympathy could suggest

P

was done for the bereaved families of the deceased, and |

messages of condolence were received not only from |
friends but strangers, in all parts of the country.

The injured firemen, with one exception members|
of Engrine company No. ';.'.-are Capt. Joseph M. Garritj.!
Senfor Hoseman Thomas E. Conroy, Hoesemmen Edward
A, Shea and Philip J. Doherty, and Lieut. John j.'i;
MceCarthy of Protective company No. 2. While thc.i
injuries of some of these are of a serious nature, th.ﬁy;“_
feel thankful for their escape from the worse fate whi:h'}
overtook their unfortunate associates, {

Deplorable and saddening as such a calamity as
this must always be, there is yet some measuré of
satisfaction to be derived from the insight it affords

linto the res! eslimation in which the fire service is held;

by the people. It reveals a latent feeling of confidence;
in the firemen as specially appointed protectors of Ife|
and properly, coupled with respect for their daringl
and solicilude for their safety and welfare. It alsol
apperls with more than ordinary strength and effect to
men's generosity, with the result that the utmost
possible relief is given to those upon whom the deepest |
shadow of misfortune i& cast. These are facts that)

have been most  conclusively demonstrated in thei

present instance; and wiwn time shall have somewhat!
sofiened the grief of relatives and friends, there will ba
na slight congolation to them in the thought that the
names, services and sacrifice of their loved ones are
engroseed upon the city's roll of honor and are
“ familiar in our mowths as howsehold words."

Too much credit cannot be given to the officers and
men of the Boston Fire Department for the coolness,
promptitude and cnergy with which they acted in a
terrible emargency. No time was lost in the work
of extrication, nor did any lack of prevision leave cause
for regrel.  The methodical operations of the rcsc_uerg!

gave evidence of a discipline of which any great ciljrl

i

i

might well be proud,

b

Deserved Promotions.

Capl. Garrity, of Engine company No. 7, was recs|
ommended on the ninth inst., for promotion to l;u;!q
chief of Boston's third district, a position made vacant|
by the death of Chiel Egan at the fire on Merrimac|
streel, on the fifth inst.

Much satisfaction has been expressed over thc!
promotion of Capt. Garrity. The rank and file of the|
Department say that no better choice could be made]
foar the position than that of Capt. Garrity. He ha.ﬁ#_
always been in the front rank of the fighters and he |
was well liked by the late Chiel Egan, who had often
gaid that he always liked to have Garrity with him in a
tight place.

Licut. James J. @'Connor of Engine company No. |

I

Ccrt;l.inl_}r, sucl'f_sam'i_ﬁqes, in the interest.of their fellow

| 5. has been promoted 1o the position of captain and.l
|5-'~¢':1inr Hoseman . J. Brien i advanced to the'

position of lisutenant in the same company.
These promotions have been justly earned by al

If:[hhful performance of duty,

Liewt. James |. (¥Connor is considered one of the)
bravest fire fighters in the Department and has seen!
some hard service. He has had many narrow ESCRPEE
He has heen 12 years in the Department
and has heen connected with Engine ¥ since 1887,

from death.

James H. (sborne, for i4 vears chief engineer of the
Southington. Conn., Fire Department, has tendered his

resignation,  The firemen propose to present him with

i spitable festimonial in recognition of his service,
| =,

Hemet, Cal,, is o orzanize a Volunteer Fire De-
partment. Its mecessity has been made apparent by

FORT
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the recent fires,
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