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In the City of Boston, and in some of the adjoining towns, the
authorities seem to take advantage of all available means to repel
fires, and in addition to their steamers, hose carriages, chemical en-
gines, etc., have placed in the engine houses, Fire Annihilators,
with proper persons appointed to use them. In very many cases
these have proved effective, particularly in the early stages of a
fire. A trial of them could do no harm ; the expense is light, and
the engineers would recommend the purchase of two or three to be
placed in the engine houses.

During the past year, the Board of Engineers have done all in
their power to keep up the department. The engines have been
kept in good repair, with full companies attached to each, and all
necessary repairs have been made upon the engine houses. The pay
o the department, when full, amounts to $1,150, for which, with
the expense of keeping the engines, hose, and all the fire appara-
tus in good repair, with the additional expense always attending
fires in town, particularly when steamers and engines from neigh-
boring towns come here to render assistance, the engineers would
recommend the same appropriation as lagt year.

In conclusion, we would again remind the town of the absolute
necessity of being better supplied with water in case of fire, either
by building sufficient reservoirs, or by some arrangement with the
City of Boston whereby water could be obtained from Chestnut
Hill Reservoir. Could this be accomplished, with hydrants placed
throughout the town, a Steamer, with twu or three Hose Carriages
would be sufficient.

All of which is respectfully submitted,

J. L. B. PRATT, Engineers
C. J. CROCKETT,
M. A. BROWN, of

CHARLES CURRIER. § Brighton.
Feb. 1, 1871.









